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BOOKSELLER. 


FF NEED. not tell-you'' with whiat fucceſs 
you publiſhed; the - Excellent Treatafe, 
& THE WHOLE DUHIT OF'eMAN: 
It, - is. your. Behcity to. be-again Inftrumental 
to. the profit of this - Church .and © Nation, 
by your Edition of theſe Religious and 'Pru- 
dent Inſtructions. And although the Addreſs 
be not ſo Univerſal .in this, as in the former ; 
yet this will have a large influence upon other 
Conditions beſides Gentlemen : Their Converſe, 
if. reformed, wilt be exemplary, and operative 
upon others. A Geztry that would afford an 
obedient. :Eafto theſe Admonitions, and a Clergy 
that would to Piety and Learning, joyn Humility, 
Modeſty and Sobriety, will be the beſt Humane 
means to recover thus {inful Nation, and oppreſſed 
Church, from the Miſeries, Spiritual and Civil, 
under which we now groan. 'So that the Argu- . 
ment is well choſen, and it is ſo managed, that I 


| -know not what a Reader that is ſomewhat moroſe 
can delire, which is not here. The Author keeps - - * 


Floſs to his intended Province and Deſign, hig - _ 
ER | 3.90 reſend * 


ne age hip tings | ts He OS 747 ens pe net « 


—_———. A 


Reaſons are ſinewy and convincing, his Reproofs 
.are:ſevere. and * grave, yet pleafing; and-they 
"who He-chides, mult needs love bun... There 
- is-nothing in his Periods redundant or defective ; 


| { he hath a Native Hirgancy that invites his Rea- 
+] der ; Variety of Learning couched, not vaunted ; 


>” rs 


and. a\Perypicaityfuch,. as will make his Reaſon- 


Ji ings appear toa weak Eye: A Manual which 1s 


enriched with all theſe Graces,ſhall (Itruſt) not 
. only be frequently and attentively peruſed, but 


'F _ tharit will hvely affe&, and' ſit cloſe'to the Reins, 
I © and penetrate the Heart of the Reader, eſpecially 


| - that Readey.for whom it is defigned'; and for this 


| * [Bleſſingon'the Gezny, it is'our Duty tofolicire 


21 : 27: Ottob. 1659. 
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4 More 'gene neral | prevalenty than that of | 
Truth; that hethat ſhall advemuve. 1" 
afjault that with: this, may be thought #oru0" have 
well digeſted the:prudent DR our Saviour, 
Luke 14.31. To Fh downand conſider whe-' 
ther vet be able with ten'thoularid' to! mect | 
him:that- cometh againſt him with cr 
thouſand ; far doubrof ſuch; "and muchyreaterie ® 
the odds between: theſe two Litigants. - AndiYo "the 
imputation of this virwarineſ "canner bus yy "the 
preſent Deſignivery liable. \ 
A GENTILI TY hurl, of ſore ov £ 
Job's: Ayboriſms; ;Mants born to: a in- 
ſitad: thereof, has pronouncedaoits Clients tha Rich 
mob Rap: \Sdul-4akd\ ehine eaſe; '2ar; drink  * 
| G 14 "1 


en 0 
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THE PRE FACE. 


\ and be; merry, A Gentleman is now ſuppoſed t 10 
be be any a thing of pleaſure, a creature ſent into the 
World, as the Leviathan into the deep, to take his 
F aftime therein, ( and the better to complete the - 
If Paralleljo devour bs underlings too \) and then twill 
Þ be no wonder if it be adjudged aridiculous Soleciſm 
Th roattemptto define his Calling, whoſe very Eſſence 
1 is thought to copſiſt in having none., - Nay, perhaps 
| itil ibe deemed wor enly abſ urd but malicious, 4 | 
 Levellin 6 b/w of Bah him of his Birth-right, 
of Leer oh bim from thoſe iviledges, which be- 
lono tolbis: _ and of maulding bint again into that 
>. Maſs, from wir divine | Pruvidence and 
On Lams have diftinguiſbed him. But from 
thu jealenfie 1 dare: arvf the enſuing Leaves to: be 
their own; Vindicators: :' 
baſe _ AVE Soo mcocernl (mh bf 
 Jnjwiting;)) Spedlater e[hons the Gentry 
"= atten under as bores homer have ped 


3 1 them ms tribme.of compaſſion: yet I confe EG 


«ſcarce worthy a regret, in compariſon with 
1 fo voluntary deſcents, 1 t10many of them have made. 
T fromirug with abdwvirtuc. | 'Ti furea far leffde- 
TY —  phrable ſpruce fexra Gentleman Ro 6 
 Keenna:by his Confedentey.rohan big dab 


: ; and- N 
bold hin under male io the rats, um 
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THE PREFACE. 


#nder thoſe more infamous Executioners, his Luſt, y 
Intemperance.” Tet I fear if the Martyrology even of 
theſe Tuffering _ B Canes, Vane and 
Bacchas wonld be found 1 have had: many more 
Martyrs, than God and Loyalty. © 

4- BUT Iconfeſs it an impertinence thus to 
balance the two miſchieſs of doing and ſuffering it, 
fence 'tis certain the latter is to be reſolved into the for- 
mer, and has no exiſlence of it ſelf,” but what it de- 
rives from that. Puniſhments are but the reſults of 
fin : and therefore whatever Malignity #s in the 
' Effefl, becomes intirely chargeable upon the Cauſe, 

and we are to look npowour Vice medi our great- 
sfi,but our anly unhappineſs This Conſideration ſhews 
ws the ſource of all our Sufferings, ands it ſelf no 
' befs obvious, vhan thoſe; though one would think it 
as concealed av the head of Nithis, that ſbould only 
| obſerve how many otherOriginals of our Calamities are 

 afſioned, whilſt this #fI dreamt of: This Jo- 
nah is ſuffered to ſleep ſetiirely in the Ship; while 
 ber*more innocent Franght is caſt over-board, Jo- 


mh x. 5. Every the haſt her from without is | 
charged as ti Incendiary;” when alas, like Ftna,our \ + 


twn bowels ſend out that fire,” which bas” ſo'near re- 
Hnced us to afbes. But as in Diſeaſes "we account 
" the Diſcoveryof the Cauſe the firſt and moſt ws I 
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THE PREFACE. 


| fiep to the Cure ſo certainly is it here,the conviflio. 
"of. our guile is a moſt na Preparative . to\ 


wards the.aſe of our Preſſures, andwe muſt be hea- 
vy ladenin the Chriſtian ſenſe, Matth. 11.28, 

before we ſhall ceaſe tobe ſointhe Gmail, \'. (1) © 
5. BU T 1 fear mmnproceedin this uffair rather 
like Mountebanks than good Phyficianss uſe ſome pals, 
rating Medicines ro allay the Effefds or 4 PA And 


waving all thers,addreſs. my ſelf at this time to. them 


THE PREFACE, wh 
Jallibly bring down a Fatal Exciſion upon themſelves. 
«Nor is this tobe deferred;for alas the Diſeaſe is.come 
to to0 great a height, too dangerous a Crilis; 20 admit 
any ily of the; Remedy. 6h. rh ain 
+. 6. W HE N Egypt had ſmarted under a ſuc- 
ceſſion of miraculous plagues:for detaining the Vra- 
elites, the $ ervants 0 Pharaoh mmport une him to 
releaſe them,, and conclude their advice with this P as 
 thetique enforcement, Knowelt thou not-yet that 
Feypt is deftroyed ? And God knows I\may.but too 
properly give \ the ſame. \edge. 10 mine;,! For alas, 
Gentlemen, are not your Eſtates waſted,your Pri- 
viledges violated, your'S plendors eclipſed, your Per- 
' ſonsreſirained, your Families broken and ſhattered; 
your Dignities trampled upon. by. the meaneſt of the 
Fulgar and finally.your ſelves quite tranſpoſed in your 
ſtation, now.,made the Tail who were once the 
Head;Deut 28:44. And. is it not yet time 0. diſ- 
miſs thoſe Sits which are the Authors of all-this ? I f 
_ you are ſtill of Pharaoh's mind, and reſolve to re- 
zain ther, you are certainly no Jeſs obſtinate than he, © 
but much morejrrational.. - He had ſomewhat of -vi- 
ſible advantage tozempt him 30: detain the Iſraelites, 
they were his Slaves, wrought hard at his work;built 
bim Giies. - But how far is:that fromube Cafe here | 
\They are not your Slaves, but your Tackmaſters, 
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 whichyou are ſo unwilling wpart with, thoſe that ſet 
you to the vileſt and moſt ſervile Drudgeries,and are 
fo far frombringing you in profit, that I may boldly 
make the Apoſtles challenge, Rom. 6. 1. What 
fruit have you had of thoſe things ? And doubt 
mot the only account you can bring in of your Harveſþ, 
euſt be the Indentory of your Miſeries. We are wit- 
meſſes of many Houſes, many Citjes they” have demo- 
hjb'd and laid waſte, but we have no” ſirufture of 
theirs to ſhew, but a Babel of Cnfuſion. 
7. BUT alas, "theſe your ſecular Ruines are 
but their modeſt and petty out-rages'. Take another | 
view of them,and it wilt{ike Ezekiel's Viſion, Ezek:. 
6.8. preſent you with-more and greater abomina- 
tions than theſe,even the abornination of deſo- 
lation inthe holy place, Tour fins have not only 
deſolated: your bes Gods;"Fhat Beat\ 
of his Ornament which he ſetin Majeſty, Exel. - 
7. 20. hath bytheſe your deteſtable” things been ex 
HH poſed tofpoil andpollution. © * We are not yet grownfe 
1 old inour miſeries as tobave out-worn'the ag graviti- 
95 of remembring ovr happier eſtate. And hw far hv 
wounding a contemplation'is it to compare the paſt amil + 
pers end of "This Chreh? Whew th 
Temple warebuilding , the joy of thus reftaur atimn 
cnld ns free he rf of iſe who remenh b 


THE. PREFACE; ERA 
theſo much more Glorious Fabrick of the firſh bur 
they laid the faundation in their tears, the Text ſays, 

k weptwitha loud voice, Nehem.3.12. 
— Bs whe tears what ejaculations can be bitter or loud 
h for. us;::who are to lament not partial and im. 

repairs,. but: total ruines and vaſtations, that 
far the materials of our Sionnow reduced to duſt and 
rubbiſh, who wice ſaw them happily quis buil 
regether as «a Gityat unity inatlelf. 

38. AND while we thu rtmember Siva, 
and are our ſelves bythe waters of Babylon, tis 
ſure bue proper we-lit down:and weep," bid; as 
thaſe Gum Pau a folenn Adieu to'all emer- 
_— Frome pleaſure.. {nd would God we NN, 1 
particularly you-ta. Tk I now-ſpeak;did'us exaftly | 
parallel rg in this ſad mp reſentment; "as we | 

ein the matives of ;it, that ſo your quar#el to for 
3 bt atcended.to its full em) as thut which 
xy 29% of your ſpiritual," bur ("that which 


Profaneneſs;: wad id, Se oi por $ 
ray TAIT ns ws” Es her walls ; "and 


eee Fr TO Pong _ 
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THE". PREFACE: 
calamitour, like the Edomites, cry:down with 
her, down with her. even tothe ground: 
'Twas amongſt the Jews a Capital Guilt ro curſe'a 
Parentand ſball it now. paſs for an eaſie,or no Critne, 
mot only. io curſe, but deſiroy our..common Mother,'to 
abet and maintain thoſe Troops which-thus defie; yea 
invade her ? O why ſbould younot atlaſt recal your 
exiled Piety, and Ho a holy lend becomin Tacky: 
natim 4inſ theſe er cruel, her Her phate Enex 
mies.? | 
wil, Qi! B UT hin you « cannot dhe fiopeſad to-do, 
whileſt you arraign.only other: mens ſins, - and Jak 
your.own out of pn IM :! doubt not many 
of you dowith diſpleaſure: erhaps more thanemugh, 
charge her ruine upon the immediate. Inſlruments,ac; 
cuſe.the bold Intruſun of ignorant Teachers, of bas 
wing depraved her. Dogtrine.; \ Ambition and Envy 
| of impatient Inferiours,tf ſubverting her Diſcipline; 
the Pride. and Fattionof buſie Spirits, of df bing 
her Peace ; the greedy, Avarice of Suorilegiour pet 
ſons,. of. devouring her\Patrimony. . And rheſ# 7 
-ſbiall not deny to have been the Weapons that-thus 
have mortally wounded her. © Bus lepat-be remens- 
bred, that theſe mere wielded and do by the 
more-oeneral impieties,: from whence:: #hey borrowed 
their deft rut _ And aſs fo mk 

the 


-—_- 


- 
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us aild hertz; is but the artifice of flaying Uriah 
the Sword of the children. 26 Ammon, 


[-- Macy youTrw AC itted not David from: being a 


\ pray ":No,God fnvws, here lies a"Carkaſs of 
a poor bleedin Church;but which of you.ur Elders 

are qualifie for the purgation ther Fdw.aſſigns.in 
- that caſe; Deut. 21:8: which of you: can ſay; our 
- hands have'not ſhed this bloud, _— have 
our eyes ifeen it #*. 

10; YET he leſs: capable you's 11are of hs 
waſhing your bands 'mmnocence, Ybe:greater | 
need 
therefore ſxce'as you are, Sons to this, Meither, the 
Office of -Avengeriof-Bloud devolves en.you ;::Q 
bring forth fruitsof-Repentance,$y diſcharg- 

ag # part faithfully ;\ drag our theſe; Criminals 
which have taken SanQuary in your breaſts,” and 
there dwll ſecurely, asina City of-Refuge,. and 


| -hewtheniiin _—_— as Samuel gid:Agag be- 
r 


And as your incentives to this are © 


fore the Lo 
infinitely. greater and. more preſſing, than -in other 
murdets;: ſo will. the:efeHs alſo vaſtly tranſcend . 
thoſe of common Juftice That only revenges ; but this 
may repair the miſchief, recal the ital ſpirits, and 

reunite the ſcauered limbs of this mangled body Such 
an Omnipotency is there in ſincere rr Ropes e that 


: have to: waſhithem in:Peniterice;; and ; 


A 


' 
| 
| 
'$ 
1 
j 
/ 
[ 
bi 
{ 


! 
| 


= 
rt —_——_— 


it is able even_to effeSt « eſurreBtion, O that you 


. would be ambitious 0 of working this Miracle, and by 


this Prodig y beget.your Mother, that you 
bas ſo. long over her 5 aſhes, till that: moiſture 
had rendred them » problcal and you Jee ber ſpring 


- out of her. Ulrn. 


11. THIS, this is your nly way of reverfing 
Hamans 


that extirpating Decree, which theſe. 


your ſins ) have procured. And if younegle(t this, 
(nfs —_—_ to. Heſter will Gel « applicable 


' 20you :: if God in his unfathomable mercy ſbould 
cauſe deliverance and enlargement to.ariſe from 


ſome other places this poor deſolate-Church, yet 


your ſelves can expeti nothing;but DeſtruStion I: you 
have noſenſe of the = of Siory' no! pity to 


fee her in the Duſt, bur ſill chuſe to cheriſh thoſe 


impieties which bave ___ ber thither ;. yet even 


they will at the laſt, avenge ber.quarrel; Grieg Hom 
th miſeries, the ſenſe y_ i will ring 


Jor you to' avoid, or exting 


12. FOR dn erngtfar ptr faagipcs 
the Originals meerly of Temporal, whether Private or 
Publick Ryines, is to give youroo fair-and flat ages 
a portraifture of them : theſe are but the hghy pretu 
ſory skirmifhes to a more diſmal ay the Pro- 
togue to the Fatal Tragedy: Take their full charafer 


from 
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THE. PREFACE 
fromthe __ Rom.8.'2 1. The end'ofthoſe 
things 1s death, even death' eternal. It is vur nſual 
icomfort againſt the perſecutions of men, that thy can 
purſue us no farther than to the grave : there, as 
\ Job ſpeaks, the weary beat reſt. But this Ty- 
rant in our own breaſis has #o fuch limits t0 its ma- 
lice, but then eſpecially begins, when all other cruel. 
ties ceaſe, tortures infinitely by the gnawings of that 
worm which never dies, and the ſcorchings bf 
that fire whichinever ſhall be quenched. | 
17; A ND now who tan ſufficiently wonder at 
the infatuation, that Tou ſhnild demur upon the tiſ- 
ming of ſo treacherous a Gueſt, that You ſhould 
cheriſh this Viper in your bofoms, which Tot already 
feel eating your Bowels, depouring all your temporal 
felicities, and. yet takes thoſe'but in the way'to your 
Hears, your more precious and erernal part ? Tis the 
common Maxime even of thoſe that receive aluantage 
by the per fidiouſurſs of others, 10love the Treafon;but 
Þate the Traitor :\ but here is that Rule quite inver- 
w&d; You hate the Treaſm, ure impatient" of the af- 
flicting conſequentes of your ſin; yer loverhe Trainr, 
hug that in your cloſeſt Embraves\. The Apoſtle in- 
detd forewarns us of the Dectitfilnefs of hn; Heb. 
Yy: \ 13. but ſure this is pinch Beyond thatsrhis'is not 
deceit; but infehanment, foe powerful Phiflirinn it 
$G\z A mu fi. 
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THE: PREFACE. 


muſt needs be,that can-thus make men in love nit on- 
ly with deformity but diſeaſe. 


14. BUT all-the Magicians of Egypt 


are not able to ſtand before Moſes; this Magick = 


is not ſo irrefiſlible,but that Reaſon and Religion will 
Yield Tou countercharms, able to-diſ-inchant Tou, if 
lou will but ſuffer them to come in to your aid. Ds 
but once ſlep out of the Devils, Circle, the aflual ver- 
tiginous purſuit of your ſinful appetites, and give your 


Faculties ſome intermiſſion, ſo much breath from that 


hot chaſe as may qualifie them for a calm conſiderate 
view of ther things, and-then 'tis certain you will diſe 
cern, that Vertue has a much more raviſhing appear- 
auce, infinitely more delefable and enamourins,than 
all the Devils Opticks could put upon your Fobeſt 


and moſt _guſiful ſenſualities. Do. you only beflow 


me attentive looks upon her., let her once in at your 
eyes, and then leave her to make her own way to your 


heart. And this is ſure awvery moderate requeſt ; that 


' Tou will but vouchſafe to look upon what is thus ami- 


able. And with what pretence can you deny it ?-Tou 


who, to gaze on thoſe tranſitory Beauties w hich are 
"only: your ſnares, ſlick at no difficulty,will be content 
to.come. thoſe of you. that have no other motives ) 


even.to.Church upon that errand :'O do not bere put 
off your; curioſity, where alone it may avail you, but 


rather 


*wa _—_ A ac. a Atm. =) PAY 
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rather take this opportunity of ballowing that (hi- 
thertoprophane) part of your temper. & 
14. I T has beennone of the Devils meaneſl or 
unluckieft Arts to infuſe prejudices into mens minds 
axainſi Chriſtian Practice, by repreſenting it in the 
moſt averting forms. He Changes ſhapes with it, 
and as he transforms himſelf into an Angel of 
light, ſo he does this into one of Darkneſs; makes it 
appear a ſlate'of the moſt diſmal ſadneſs aud hor- 
ror, aregion of Antipodes to-all Joy and chear- 
fulneſs. And how much moreready men are to take | 
the Devil at his word than Chriſt at his, wiho pro- 
feſſes his Yoke eaſe and his Burden light, ap- 
pears too viſublein the geveral averſeneſs thiſe have to 
Piety, who never ſo much as tried it,but take up im- 
plicite confuſed prejudices againſt it,and retain thoſe 
as faſt, as-if they were the produd1s of many: years 
coſtly experiences. And tis to be feared; theſe have 
taken the deepeſt root in the richeſt Sil, they ſeeming 
10 where more to flouriſh, than among you of the 
higheſt Quality. Tet ſure,of all others,Tou are moſt 
obliged to eradicate them, they implying ſuch a groſs 
injuſtice, as any ingenuous mind muſt be aſham'd of. 
16, YO Umill your ſelves readily pronounce 
that Judge not only corrupt, but impudent,that con- 
dens a per ſon whuſe cauſe he never heard: yerif - 
b a2 wi 
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THE PREFA CE. 


| willbut refle8, you will find your own verdift re-- 
bound upon your ſelves, with a Tu eshomo, for 


"tis evidently,your caſe here. It is time' for you there- 
fore tobe ſo juſt, if not toFertue, yet to your own Re- 
putations,as to retraF that condemnatory ſentence, you 


have paſt upon her, and put on ſa much at leaſt of the. 


form of Juſtice, as to give her a fair T rial » - But: 
this you cannot do by hearing the tongues. of men and 
Angels plead for her,none but her ſelf can manage her 
cauſe, you muſt admit her into your ſociety and con-- 
verſe, take her into ſuch a familiarity, as may. bring 
her within diſtance of your Obſervation, - before yog.. 
pronounce of her. In ſbart,if you will indeed render 


| your ſelves. competent Tudges, whether a Vertuous- 


life be a pleaſant or a diſmal thing, enter upon it, and: 
let your own experiences be your informers. "7 
17. 1 CANNOT ſufpett theage ſode- 
generous, as not to believe there are divers particular 

perſons among you, who bave made the experiment," 

and to their Teſtimony I dare appeal; and doubt not: 
they will from Judges turn Advocates," and recom. - 
mend it to you, and ſure you will have no cauſe in this 
inſtance to wave your -wonted — of being tri-* 
ed by your Peers, 10 except againſt their judgment 
inthe cale; whobeing placed in equal circumſtances: 


With you, mull be ſuppoſed ro under ſtand your umoſt 


W 
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Temptations to Vice, fromwhence alone all the'feem- 
ing difficulties and uneaſimeſſes of Vertue do ariſe. 
18, I T werethe work of many Volumes to de- 
ſeribe the ſeveral diflint Advantages towards a plea: 
fant Bring, which are wrapt np.in this one compre- 
henfroe Felicity. I ſhall” inflance only in that, wo 
which bragfus Tra particularly relates, and 
that is that it furniſhes you with a ſucceſſion of very 
Agreeable aud Chearful Imployments. Wertue is of 
bn fie and aflive Nature, and as in its ſeveral Ope- 
rations it has an oppoſition to all the ſeveral ſorts of | 
Vice, ſo in its very Conſtitution and Principle it bears 
an avowed Antipathy to that one fertile Seminary of 
moſt other Sins,Tdlenefs ; and fure the reſcuing you 
from that is no contemptible Benefit. For thengh 
you ſeem to challenge it as a conſiderable part of your 
Inheritance, that you may live and do Nothing, and 
are very tenacious of that Claim ; yet, *tis moſFevi- 
dent, that what you contend for, a your does + 
your ſelves efleem your burden, -yea ſo much ſo, that 
20 be rid of it you caſt away Eſtate, Health;Soul and 
all for company, imploy your ſelves the moſt ruinouſ- 
ly, rather than endure to be Idle nay, quite confſute 
your own Prezenſions to eaſe, by thoſe Lhrdarind 
toilſome Vices, which you are fain to call Pleafures, 
fo render them rolerable, but have certainly no pre- 
EE AS . Cs 
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THE PREFACE 
tence to that Ti itle on any other ſcore,but that they keep 


you doing, | / Rh 
4x0 9. A N Dinow what more grateful Office can 
 poſoibly.be done for men in this Condition,than to ſhew 
them how they may free themſelzes of this load without 
contraFting a worſe ; | mean the' guilt of thoſe things 
which like Rehoboam converts Whips.intoScor- 
pions, yet are now-fain to be reſorted to ; as the only 
inſtruments of their relief. And this. a Chriſtian 
Life will be ſure to do for you ; It will conflamily pro: 
vide you-withinnocent divertiſements nay much more, 
it will give you buſmeſs,: ſo excellent, and worthy the 
dignity of. your Natures, ſo. Noble and anſwerable-to 
the Splendor of your Qualities, ſo every way agree- 
able to, the aims of Rational Men, that you illhew 


4 


Freedom. -. -\- ld 
:.20. I SHALL ntundertake to give youa 
particular view of all the Severals of thoſe Emplay- 
ments;\ Thoſe Precepts of the Goſpel which aſſign 

- your. Tasks, do ſufficiently inform you. of the Nature 
and Excellency of them :- my whole Scheme is com- 
priſed in:that One, which direfis an Attendance on 
that.. Calling wherein God hath- placed men, and 
therefore T'am to treat anly of thoſe particular Duties 
phich are incumbent on you gs Gentlemen, and 
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THE PREFACE. 


therein ſhew you that conſidered as ſuch, you have a 
- Calling, and ſo free you of hat reproach and miſery 
of bring unprofitable burdensof the Earth, and 
then evince to you alſo that that Calling is ſo far. from 
implying any thing of real toil or uneaſmeſs, that it is 
only an Artof refining and ſublimating your Plea- 
 ſares, rendring them more gufif and exquiſite,and 
ſo will (if attended to) make good to you in earneſt 
Jour miſtaken pretence to a Lite of ſenſuality and de- 
he... mY NG af 
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-J[T. The Partrentars of the Gontloman' a 
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IN The branches of his Calling founded is ; the Fi 


Advantage, that of Edacation | 
'V. Of che Second Advantage, Wealth. oye 4 
VL b the Third rack that of Time.. $0. 
VII. Of the Fourth Advantage, that of  Autho- 
Y ity. III, 
VII. The Laſt Advantage, that of Reparation. I23. 
IX. The Concluſion. 149. 


The Devotions. 


A Confeſſzon, CE9 9s ROPE £ - © 
'A Thankſorving.  I6x, 
- A Prayer. | 163. 


ity ave particular Confermients, See The Whole 
Duty of Man, and The Decay of Chriſtian 
Piety, Written by the ſame Author : Both ſold 
awlet, 4t the Signof the Biblein Chan” 

| cery-Lane, ear Fleetſtreet. 
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E that by. ſoath.. and improviger ice 
—_— . diſfipates and conſumes that. $ 
2: M-whichis properly:his own-falls Gul 
kr —_—_— the blant Cenſure of. Folly, and uſyally: 
under the ſharper and more ſmarting Penance of 
Poverty 476 Wants Bat he that is but a depu- 
ted. Men r,; if he.neglec his Depoſitupr, 15 li- 
| 2bleto'a aantang weig pe of Wy and 
* | Diſcipline. /The: Re, of the one may pollibly 
FF meet with. ſomewhat of pity ; - but the Eifenel 
''F andtreachery of the other is the obje&ofanuni- 
ver! dereſtatiqn, :and is oftentimes. very, ſevere- 
ly ſentenced; by: thoſe,. who, if they would im- 
artially refled; would find RIP, 5 Py 
rolredin the-lame guilt. . .. 
B £ GOD 


1 AS% % Wien et” oe < Goa + —_— 
$9 eh OY PE A FRI EG $97 7 moe 
s _ 
. C p I . 


that 6n theſe Grotmds and gecordinng 


true owner: Yet Leng 
tiful Maſter, by not on 


1 
1 
þ 
7 prom: __ 1 
y promiſing tranſcendent: , 
g 
k 
i 


eſt VB Y- ji» 17 oe FP; _— k : put «. bot H . 
and irrigation, and the very 'increale. S 
{ares decently admitiiflers his Provitice, '{edus 


louſly attends his dury-inthistmatter; will find 
t 6s. himſelf 


- Ar 
» x 


— 


RT 73 


hin rp b—_ in ſuch an ative ſtate of banks 
that he hall have Junk cauſe to ſuſpe& himfelf 
Neg ; ork en. by. God and Nature, or 
Placed in the world ur fe a Calling, 
a+ FROM what 1s thus indiipenſably re-. 
. quired of all. ; mes no one 7ark or individual of 
ſpecies can plead an immunity. And there- 
= ll thoſe. whom Birth, Education and Wealth, 
CEE diak& of the world hath made 
greg 7 the ftyle of Gentlemen, ſhall thigk fit 
to expunge the Netpr patt. of that title and diſ- 
he nature of »c2 as they are willing t9 
do-the duty: they. muſt certainly rerractthiser- 
ror,, and. acknowledge they have their ſhares bn 
us. common. obligation. _ /: .. 

$.. NAY, indeed if they could o far.i imirate 

te Prince of the marning,'.28. t0. ſucceed to that 
Lb Sher was wallin ngto leave, Imeantoaſ-- 
fag MUYNARHY and aflume the nature. of 

even. thither-would'this purſue and 
mM... all. the, Orders of that 
A they would fot find onePatron 
Idlenefs. For. as. the ſpirimalizy 

Ig ke Bo renders them; more agile and 
| WI, i ran bn wity is perpetually exerciſed 
viae- abilities-they have recei- 

of Gad. the.danor : and that nor 
10; 74, nert in that Celeſtial: Quire 
antly Jipgs his. praiſes, (but -in- the 
xzousand {ervile gthces of being -mini- 

irits, FRPevEn: to whoſe to whom both im 

Bip phnatine and.fanogn athey areinfinicely; 
25s” : *y Z fuperr- 
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4 THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING, 
ſuperior. And this they do with perfect, alacri- 
ty and chearfulneſs, thinking it their greateſt 
honour and dignityto be thus bufied. Their re- 
gitive Power over the world, faith Gerſon, is not ſo 
ſuitable an ingreaient for a Magniticat of their com- 


forming Gods communds: An evidence how much 
the meaſures of honour difter between the Cour- 
tiers of Heaven, and Earth, the Inhabitants*of 
that refined, and this =_ Region. Thus then 
the proſpe& lies before the' Gentleman: if he 
chuſe either to look level- on the ſame nature 
with himſelf, or dire@ his eyes upward on that'of 
the Glorious ſpirits that encompaſs Gods throne; 
he will not 1n all the Records of Earth or Heaven 
find ever a Patent for ſloth, 'any Clauſe of Ex- 
empttonin this univerſal Law. © © 
26, NAY, if this max i hozonr would bid fare- 
well to his Birth-right, and become /ike the beaſts 


i purſuit of this one fancied priviledge - of a 
Geptlemap, to renounce all the real ones of a man; 
and make Nebachadne7Far's puniſhment his opti- 
on: yet neither the field nor the forreſt couldgive 
him Sanctuary, afford him any 'nimber of- affo- 
clates to aid, or but countenance him in hismu- 
tiny againſt this divine decree, they would rather 

| behis tutors and monitors to obey it. © For what 
rank even of the moſt ſavage animals 1s there, 
which we can indict of the not employing thoſe 
faculties they have received ? Are they not gene- 
rally in a perpetual and regular motion- _— 


Fd 


— 
ad SEL — : 


poſing, as that greater dignity of receiving and per- * 


Fhat periſh, Plal. 49. 20. if he could be content, 


ares 


2.» | "Of Callings in General, "N 
endsfor which they were created, in continual 
exerciſe of thoſe powers with: which they are en- 
dued? Yea ſome of them with ſuch improvement 
to all their neceſſary purpoſes, that it hath rai- 
fed a doubt wherher they act by inſtin& or rea- 
ſon, by fancy or judgment.. © Pythagoras 15 dil- 
cernably on their ſide: and Arifotle that was lels 
kind tothem, ſeems by one ſaying to have yield- - 
ed the cauſe, when of thoſe creatures which, he 
ſaith, wart reaſon, he confeſſeth that fancy ſup- 
plies its place. - I need not take part in this dil- 
pute, whatſoever their faculties or Talents are, 
none can doubt of their uſe of them, or whether 
this their uninterrupted obedience to the Law of . 
their Creation refle&s the proportionable glory 
on their Creator, 

7. T O deſcend one degree lower yet; The 
very 7zanimate creatures afford their conſort tg 
this divine harmony ; every one of them. pertorm 
thoſe offices, fail not in the exerciſe of all thoſe 
(not unactive) qualities God hath put into them, 
The Szz hath received a power of cheriſhing and 
enlivening terreſtrial bodies, and it folds not up 
its rays, but communicates and diſpenſeth them 
freely. * The Earth has received a power of fru- 
Ritying, giving ſap and verdure to that which 
grows upon it, and it withholds not that vital 
moiſture, bur like a tender nurſe ſends-it forrh 
liberally to all that expe& nouriſhment from her 
breaſts; and fo proportionably to all other parts 
of this great body. And that all this ſerves to il- 
luſtrate the glory of that  omnipotent wiſdam, 
(IDGRTT -, _whica 
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6 THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING. © 
which hath placed rhem in this ſo excellent aſub- 


ordination, is moſt viſible without the help of a 
peripedtive. ' Whenthe Queen of Sheba ſaw the 
magnificence and regularity of So/omox's Courts 
the brake out into an admiration of his wHdom £ 
Andſurely a far greater occaſion is miniſtred tq 
all thoſe who "contemplate the admirable order of 


'the Univerſe, with all tranſpertation of Soul to - 
 magnifie and adore the divine Diſpoſler of it; as 


we ſee frequently exemplified to us in the ſublime 
Raptures of the holy Pſaimift, who never better 


approves his right to be called rhe. ſweet finger of 


Iiracel, than on this ravuhing Theme. ' | 1 
* 8. AND now canit be fancied 2 priviledge 
and dignity, to be theone jarring firing 1n this 
great Inſtrument ? To diſcompoſe this divine me; 
lody, and become the only unprofitable uſeleſs 
part of the Creation? Shall ' thoſe whom God 
hath made /:r:/e lower than the Angels, {nbdue and 
debaſe their natures beneath the very loweſt rank 
of Creatures? And ſhall this ( not humble but ) 
ſordid exinanition be look'd upon with reverence, 
courted as a preferment? This certainly is ſuch 
an abſurdity. as wafits nothing to its confutation, 
but merely to be confidered : And therefore if 
Gentlemen would but: ſoberly refle&, there is 
little doubt but they would reſign at once their 
claim, and their value of this ſodefaming a piece 
ofhonour, ſoabaſing an exaltation. © ' 
'' 9. W E canletdown our thoughts but- one 
itep lower; and that 1s into rhe bottomleſs pit; 
and from thence ſure none will deſire to fetch q 


preſident ; 


Of Cellings in General, Ll 


preſident ; yet if he did, eyen that black Region 
could not atftord it. For though it muſt be con- 
fefſed, thoſe accarſed ſpirits agcord not with the - 
former inſtances, 1n reſpe& of the end of their 
actions, yet they do in- the activity itſelf: theirs 
isa bulie ſtate, though to aw ith purpoſe ; Sata 
goes toand fro it the earth, Job 2.2, and he walks 
about ſeeking whom he may devour, 1 Pet. 5. 12. 
Yea he employs all his faculties too, makes dilj- 
gent uſe ofall that acutenelſs and dexterity,which 
either his nature orexperience have furnithed him” 
with, towards that end he purſues. So that it 
were a wronging,a calumniating even of the very 
Devs,, to charges him with idleneſs: which 
though it be a Gr which yields him ſuch liberal 
crops, that he may well ſeek both to plantand 
cherith it in humane nature, yet he cannot offer 
ſuch violence tc his own, as to become an Exam- 
ple of it. | | 

- Io, WE may hence make a meaſure, how | 
ſcandalous reproachful a thing this is, which ne1- 
ther Heaven, Earth, nor Hell it ſelf will own, 
but 1s like aan illegitimate birth, diſclaim'd by _ 
all. How unreaſonable, nay how infamous will 
it then be, for thoſe to take up this expoſed brat, 
to foſter this vice in their boſomes, who have of 
all others the greateſt and molt particular obli- 
pation to deteſt it, as having received the moſt of 
thoſe Talents which engaged them to action ? 
 Andthat ſuch is the Genrlermans condition, a {light 
inſpettion will ſerve to demonſtrate, F: 
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Of Parieties of Callin A 


OW ſince the uniyerſal obligation, 
which is incumbent upon all, and 
WV renders it ftri& duty to have a Cal- 
ling, reſts upon this undeniable ground, That all 
men have received from G od ſome; abilities to attu- 
ate, ſome Talents to improve ; - it follows by all 
Laws of inference, that thoſe who have recexved 
the. moſt of theſe,” can of all others the leaſt 'rea- 
ſonably pretend to an Exemption, but muſt on 
the contrary be acknowledged' under the con- 
ftraint of the ſtronger and more numerous ties, 
the-general duty which herein lies upon all, ex- 
tending and ſpreading it ſelf into ſeveral Brapxches, 
according to the quality and proportion of mens 
Yeceitts. : FEE Yale 2 30 UP Fer JET ST feb þ ENTICE 
'-2,-HENCE. it comes: to paſs, that. mens 
Callings and employments become ſo various, rot 
only by the: free choices of the ſeveral men, . but 
even by the direQion and affignation of God and 
Nature, - becaufe one man 1s furniſhed with an 
ability, which qualifies him for one fort of cal- 
ling,: another 1s by his diſtin& propriety - markt 
outfor another. And hence alſo it 15,* that thoſe 
tallings,” which are diſtin& in ſeveral perſons, 
SS OT TEST EET: Coon TORI may 
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may come to be united in one man, becauſe the 
ſeveral abilities, which conſtitute thole Callings,: 
concurring in him, the duties muſt by unayoid- 
able conſequence do 1o alſo, This is 1n ſomede-: 
gree obſervablein moſt men, who beſides the ge- 
zeral powers common 'to mankind, do receive | 
ſeme peculiar in order to ſome ſpecialend, and io 
are obliged not only to: thoſe Exerciſes which be- 
Jong indifferently-to:their whole fecies, but to 
thole alſo for which they are individually:qualifi- 
ed. Thus thoſe whom God hath called to Chri- 
ſtianity, are by that impowred for thoſe perfor- 
mances which that holy profeſſion exaas, andſo 
have- the calling of Chriftians ſuperadded tothe 
other, which either natural or civil obligation 
had laid upon them; ſo that the ſame man may 
have various callings, 1n relation to his differing 
capacities, unleſs 'as we diſtinguith. mens ſouls _ 
into the vegetative, the animal, and the ratio- 
nal, 'which in ſtricter ſpeaking may be faid to be 
baly. divers operations of the ſame ſoulz fo in 
truth what we term ſeveral callings, be but the 
ſame comprehenſive one, ſtretching it ſelf into 
the ſeveral faculties of the perſon. WIS > 

' 3: I' NEED notattempt to evince the im- 
PP of the phraſe, *twill ſerve my end as 
well that they paſs for ſeveral,” and the applicati- 
on Tſhall make of it, 1s to ſhew thoſe who are un- 
willing to hear of any Callzzg at all, that they 
have obligations ;ndifpenſable to more than one. 
They have whatever can belong to them as men; 
they havealſo what belongs to them as Chriſtians; 


2 and 
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and they have alſo a peculiar addition appertain- 
ing to them\as Gert/emen, thar is by interpreta- 
tion, thoſe who are diftinguithed trom the vul> 
gar, not only by empry names and atery titles, 
but by real donatives, diſtributed to them b 


God, as {o many diftin&t advantages, . fertite a 


prolifical abilities, towards the bringing him in 
his expected harveſt of honour and glory. 

4. IT istoo much to be doubted, many of 
them may need admonition concerning the two 
former of thele callings ; the duties even of men; 
much more of Chriſtians being ſo far worn out of 


practice, that they ſeem to be out . of _— 
> 


too ; or if they be at all refle&ted on; 'tis wi 

theſame ſcorn that the antiquated habits of.our 
forefathers are, as things fit: only to dreſs a man 
up an object of laughter: and deriſion. - But this 
would be too vaſt a Theme, and beſides is ſuper- 
ſeded by the many pious labours of others. My 


purpoſe therefore 1s not to'treat at all of them, 
otherwiſe than they ſhall happen to belinked and 


interwoven, as in many particulars they are,with 
the :hird, that of the Gentleman. . | 

5. AND here they need not fear that I mean 
to put the Spade or Hammer into their hands, to 
require them to become either Husbandmen or 
Mechanicks: my whole Deſign 1s founded in 
their diſtinction from theſe, namely, in thoſe 
things, wherein either in kind or degree they ex- 


cel them. That many ſuch things there are; 


they will need no Monitor at another time, when 
the Queſtion 1s only of the Reverence and Re- 


thee 
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ſpe& due from ſuch their Inferiors: In ſuch caſes 
every onecan make large Scrolls and Catalogues 
( written, like Eztkiel's Roll, within and with- 
out ) of his Advantages and Prerogatives, and 
| ftretch themto theexaRing the very laſt mite of 
Tribute they can poſſibly pretend to. But let 
them remember, that God is as jealous 'of his 
Honour, as they can beof their own, : and there- 
fore as they make thoſe Pre-eminences, inſtru- 
ments of attracting Glory from thoſe below 
them, ſo they muſt alſo of reverberating and re- 
turning it home tothat divine Power abovethem, 
who beſtowed them tothat end, and will not fi- 
nally be deluded ; but if they will diſappoint his 
primary intention, thatof having his Grace glo- 
rifed intheir faithful managery of thoſe Talents; 
they ſhall not be able to defeat his ſecondary, 
that of having his Faſtice magnified in the fatal 
door of ſuch /fhful ſervants ; if they will envy 
him the more apreeable farisfaction of beſtowing 
Rewards, they cannot defraud him of - that 
{though inferior) of executing vengeance. 
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SECT. Hil.. 


The Particulars of the Gentleman's Advantages 
above others. . eX 


3 UT todwell no longer on Generals, 1 

ſhall deſcend to. particularize thoſe 
2 Advantages, by which they are ſevered 
and ditcriminated, from the vulgar, and which 
conſequently by being peculiar to them, devolve 
on them an. obligation of a diſtintt Duty. And 
here I ſhall be careful to prevent diſpute, and 
therefore take 1n none but what are ſo obvious, as 


T, -: 


. tobeuniverlally acknowledged; and then having 


my premiſes granted, I ſhall hope they will not 
betray themſelves ſuch ill Logicians, as to reſiſt 
or diſclaim the Concluſion. | of 

2. I BEGIN with that Advantage which 
axe) are earlieſt poſſeſt of, that. of an ingenuous 
an 


refined Eaucation ; of which,I hope none that = 


hath had it, will ſo far confute the Efficacy, as 


to deſpiſe and undervalue it. What the Apoſtle. 


- urges ina higher Argument, Rom. g. may be ap- 
pliable here. Mens minds are naturally of the 
lame Clay; Education is the Potters. hand and 
' Wheel that forms them into Veſſels of honour or 
diſhonwour. And though experience ſhews us, it: 
15 t02 polltble tor Mea to deface thoſe nobler Im- 


preſſions 


1 , 
” 
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preſſions which they havethus received, "yet that 
makes it not ceaſeto be in it. ſelf a moſt efſtimable 
Bleſſing;*anymore than'that excellency of Gods 
Imagewherein Man wasereated, could'be defa- 
'ced by his Pall. Ir is certain, there'is no Hu- 
mane means more effe&ual towards the refining 
and ſharpening Mens intellecs, giving them an 
edge and quickneſs ; and*that the more; becauſe 
It takes them in that age wherein their faculties 
are, as their joynts; pliant - and tractable; and fo 
cdpable of being by exerciſe improved 'into great 
degrees, both of ftrength and activity.' "This Ad- 
vantagethe'meaner ſort generally want, the ex- 
pencetulneſs of ſuch a breeding ſets/it' beyond 
theirreach* The indigence of whoſe” condition, 
doth on the contrary (determine their purſuits to 
thatonly, which maybring-themiin'aſtbliftence, 
faſtens thern to the Shop or Plough;and' ſoleaves 
their minds uncultivated and unapt for thoſe 
more ' excellent productions which the 'happier 
Inſtitution of Gentlemey enables them for ; as we 
ſeeit obſerved by the Wiſe-man;' Erclas. 38. 25; 
tothe end of that Chapter: 4 4 
3. A*SECOND -Advantage--1s' 'that of 
Wealth; which to Gentlemen ſeems to'be, as 'it 
were; rained-down' fromthe Clouds, "both in re- 
ſpe&of thefplenty and the-eaſineſs* of its acquiſi- 
tion. Fair Patrimonies, large Inheritances deſcend 
on:them/without onedrop of their fweat, ' one mi- 
nutes toil or 'ſolicitude, 'as if they ['wefe the un- 
doubted Heirs; of the 1frae/ites Bleſſings, Succeſ- 
fors in''their Canaan, who were to" poſſefi houſes - 
| . th 
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F#ll of all ggod things which they filled not,and Wells 
ng th < 1m digged not, p fa and Oltiue- 
trees which they planted nat, as it is Newt. 6, IT. 
-The Poet hath placedit in the front of his Inven- 
tory, the prime ingredient in the. .qompleteſt fe- 
_ lictyof this life, Kes now parta labors fed-relifta: 
Whereas on the other {ide:the lowex rank of Meg 


fetch their -mere neceſſaries out: of the Earth, \ 


which being, . as it were,. hardned and petrified 
by 4dam's 4in, muſt be. mollified and - fuppled 
with their {weat, befoxe-it will become pene- 
trable, will got yield them food, but. gives them 
allo a portion-of ſorrow with it. -They muſt firſt 
betorn with thoſeThorns and Briars which cover 
her ſurtace, before they can fetch nouriſhment 
' out of her Bowels; they muſt buy their Bread 
withthairſweat, as they had ingroſſed the pe- 
nalty;oftheir.frſt Fathers; fin, whillt Gentlemen 
{weat only by the engagement of thes-ferrs, or 
bythe; dizeftion, of the Phyſician, tordigeſt their 
tulne(s of Bread. Which every one muſt. confels 


, F 3 * e 7 


aſufficient inequality.” | 2419 i 25) 
'4 A THIRD 1s-that of Time: 'Ebis der 
pends by way-of con{equenceian;the former. For 
God having madeſuchliberal proviſions forthem. 
thus: prevented them with: the BlaſGags: of :bis 
Goodnels, they can hayg no, need to..tmplpy ther 
time to gain- that, wherewith 'they:ialready 
2bound,; and {o. being exempted from--that'ons 
devouring .expence of it,- have agreat;Rogk tobe 


ſtow on-ocher more excellent purpoſes:! whereas 


the poor Marihath ſcarce any vacant ——_—— 
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kobe accounted a Treaſure, 'as:undoubtedly it is, 


| baye ſamewhar (though potof abſolutedelpoti- 


1.1. Geptlewes 3/Advantapes. {7 _ 
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ftalled by thoſe-prefling .aecel] 
Ftemoyeable upon him. --His'day-houyrs are chal- 
Jenged by his tabour, his,aights by his reſt; and 
the latistying of theſe Claims lo neceſſary, that 
his own tuppott, perhapsthat allo of a.numerous 
family depends upon-it-; and therefore he may 
not attempt to defeat them. So that if Time be 


here-is aſegond-ſort of Poverty to which he is ex- 
poſfedas a reſult of the former; and another ma- 
nfeſt: inequality between him and-the Gezzle- 
5. A FOURTH is-that of Authority, by 
which I mean not that which belongs to thoie 
which are advanced to Publick Office; for that 
betngipeculiar to ſome few only, will not bear a 
diſtipeh part in my preſent. conſideration : but 1 
underſtand by it that more private influence 
which Gei/lemen generally have on thole that are 
their.Dependents. And this allo may. berreckon- 
edaneffet of the former, - their wealth: For in 
proportion 40:that, the number of. Seryants, . Te- 
nants, and Penſioners, (YEA perhaps,of Friends 7 
tag) is to bemeaured. - And. over all thele they 


cakdominion, yet) ofiway.and-preyalency. On 
the other ſide, 'the poor Mans autbority:is. bound- 
etwithinthe narrow circurof his little cottage, 
being/in effect noother than-the propagatidn.of 
thatPower Nature hathigiven him over his own 
body; +to thoſe Branches\ which ſpring. f iy 
Dor” HE: 7 1S 
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"his Children; and to'that Cien which is ingrafted 


- of this little Principality, attempt to inlarge his 
:Ferritories, and preſcribe to any Forrejgner, he 
-will ſoont be taught how - little his power is a&+ 
\ knowledged, and: conſequently how great a di- 
Rance: he ſtands in this particular alſo fromthe 
Gentleman, eFLL455 P40 OT JGELS I TOE, 
6. THE fifth is that of Reputation and 
Eſteem ; which as the World goes, is a ſhadow 
that waits only on the greater Bodies. Wealth 
and Honour are thethings'that render any perſon 
conſiderable amongſt Men, prepare them with, 
anaptneſs to embrace his Dictates,- to conſider. 
his Counſels, to tranſcribe his Copies. And 
though now it often falls out to be an unjuſt mea- 
ſure, yet perhaps it may have no unjuſt Original. 
For it fuch pas did make uſe of thoſe advanta- 
'ges they have, to make their Mind as rich as 
their Fortunes, this were but their due. And 
therefore if it be paid them upon this ſuppoſition, 
1t is they only that are guny of the-injuſ 
defeating the ground of it. But by what tenour 
ſoeverthey hold it, *tis ſure, it may bemadeian 
x Inſtrument to many good *purpoſes, and 
therefore well deſerves to be accounted into the 
number -of their advantages. But now if you 
look-on the poor Man, you thall ſee him loaded 
with Contempts, from which, no inward Excel- 
lencies he polleſſes can reſcue him: * It is the ob- 
ſeryationof the wiſeſt of Men, that the poor mays 
wiſdom is deſpiſed; Ecilef. g. 16. So hated and 
| 2. ſeorned 
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Into it, his Wife, And if he ſhall but peepout 


ice, by. | 
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ſcorned a thing is Poverty, that it ſeems the Fate 
of it is infetious,, and caſts reproach upon the 
moſt.eſtimable things that cohabit with it. The 
world is ſo full of DES of this truth, that we 
need gono higher than our own times. But if 
 weſhould look back, we may find one as ancient; 
' as Fob, who in his own perſon experimented theſe 
diſtant effe&ts of .. Proſperity and Adverlity., 
While he was in a flouriſhing condition Mez gave 
ear to him, and waited and kept ſilence at his 'coun- 
fel. After his words, they ſpake not again, and his 
ſpeech dropped on them, Fob 2g. 21,22, Butin the 
next Chapter. we find the Scene quite changed, 
and this reverenced and adored perſon 15 be-, 
come a ſong and a by-word tothe baſeſt of men. Ifhball 
readily acknowledge this injurious treating of the 
poor to be a great Barbariſm. But though there 
can nothing be inferred from it as de jure, yet its 
being ſo de fado, proves all FE am about to aſſert, 
viz. T he great unevenneſs that is (in this inſtance,; 
as well as the former ) between” Gentlemen and 
their Inferiors. 5 3 
7. HAVING given this Schedule ofunde- 
niable Privileges they enjoy, I ſhall, before I pro- 
ceedfarther, beſeech them here to make a ſtand, 
and ſqberly toconſfider whether it be imaginable, 
that God hath put ſo many excellent Inſtruments 
of Action into their hands, only to make them 
leſs active. That were .to accuſe the Divine 
Wiſdom ofſuch an ynskilful kind of managery, 
a5 the ſhalloweſt Humane Providence falls not 
under. Will any of them beat the care and ex- 
T "s pence 
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penſe to furniſh a Servaz? with all Materials and 
Utenſils for work, with no other Deſign, but 
that he may ſpend his time either in {leep or riot ? 
If they will not, Ifhall ask how they would like a 
Servant that thould fo abſurdly pervert their in- ; 
tentions? And according to the anſwer they give Y 
to that, leave them to conclude of their own ac- 
ceptableneſs with their great Mafter ; who. not 
only in a ſingle inſtance, but in an habitual 
courſe behave themſelves as prepoſterouſly; TI x 
cannot ſee how ſuch a refleazon;if made with any 
ſeriouſneſs, can miſs of being attended with a ſe- 


vere ſel-condemnation. And then that being fo at 
proper a baſis and ground-work, ſhould methinks h; 
by a kind, even of natural energy, invite them to el 


ſuperſtruc on it more Noble and Chriftian —_ ſe 
poſes ; that they who are ſo apt to expect Ado- 

ration from others, ſo willing to be Idoliz'd, _ ly 
not yet any longer be willing to be indeed Ido 


(have mouths and ſpeak not, exc. Pſal. 135. asma- an 
ny una&ve powers, as thoſe have Organs) but is 
may rather aſpire to ſome degree of reſemblance F m 
to that Divine Eflence, whote operations are as 

Inceſſant as Excellent, and by an unintermitted bu 
Induſtry in employing ob advantages God ſhe 


hath pur into their hands, anſwer his deſign in on 
beſtowing them. pr. 


SECT. 


' Atvantage of Education. 


SECT. IV. 


The Branches of bit Calling founded in the firſt 
Advantage, that of Education. 


*, W PRESUME itis by this time rendred 
 fufficiently evident, that 4 Gentleman hath 
4 calling ; 1t is now ſeaſonable to advance, 
and thew what that is, And of this the ground 
hath already been laid in the laſt Sed#zoz by the 
enumeration of thoſe peculiar Advantages he poſ- 
ſeſles ; which being thoſe Talents committed to 
his managery, his Calling will be the moſt exac- 
ly anatomized and diftributed into its parts, by 
unfolding thoſe ſeveral Branches of his Receits; 
and examining what improvements each of thent 
is capable of, which as ſo many diſtin& Limbs 
make up the entire Body of his Calling. 

2. THIS TI ſhall do, not only 1n the groſs, 
bur feverally, through every one of them, and 
ſhall take the liberty of doing it with the additi- 
on of a double refledtion ; the one on the contrary 
prattice, the other on the pleaſure and ſatisfaction 
_ will mfallibly attend the diſcharge of hi 


Docs, | | 
3. F BEGIN withthat of their Education; -- 
the former part whereof commonly commences 
as'timely as: the! firſt —_—_— of their —_ 
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It is ſo creditable athing to have Children put in- 


-to an early nurture, that there are few Parents ſo 


careleſs of their. own reputation, as to neglect it, 
but do either by themſelves or ſome others, to 
whom they aſſign thegcharge, put them under 
fuch a Diſcipline as may break their naturatrude- 
neſs and ſtubbornneſs, mould them into ſome 
form of Civility, and teach them thar firſt Fun- 
damental Leſſon of Obedience, on which all fu- 
ture inſtructions muſt be built. And this is an 
huge Advantage, not only towards the ſucceed- 
ing parts of Education, but towards the regulari- 
ty of the-whole life. For by having their Infant- 
paſſions thus checked and bridled, they become 
more tame and governable ever after. Thenext 
part of Education, is Erzudition and Inſtruction, 
and under a Succeſſion of this they are for many 


years. Scarce any that owns the name of Gentle- 


21an, but wilt commit: his Son to the care of fome 
Tutor, either at home or abroad, who at firſt in- 
{tills thoſe Rudiments, proper to their tenderer 
years, and as Age matures their parts, ſo advan- 
ces his Lectures, till he have let them 1n to thoſe 


ſpacious Fields of Learning, which will afford 


them both Exerciſe and Delight. This is that 
Tree of Knowledge, upon which there lies no inter- 
dit: which inſtructs not, as that in Ede» did by 
ſad and coſtly experience, but by fair and ſafe in- 
tuitions, and may well be looked on as a principal 


plant in that Paradiſe wherein God hath placed 


this rank of Men. 3.49 


qualitie 


4. THESE two parts of Education united, - 
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dvantage of Edacation. Re 


qualihe a.man for many excellent purpoſes. * It 
will- be impoſſible to enumerate all,, becauſe a 
mind thus ſubdued and cultivated, mult yet owe 
the opportunities of many actions toout ward cir- 
cumitances and occaſions, which being yarious 
and accidental, can with no certainty be brought 
into. the account. But abſtrating from thele, 
there are divers more intrinfick benefits; which 
nothing but a Mans ſelf.can fruſtrate; and thoſe 
alone T ſhall inſiſt on. = 

$5. FIRST, a Man thus Educated is better 
prepared to refiſt all Errors that may invade his 
Underſtanding: his diſcerning Faculty is more 
nimble and agile, can ſuddenly ſurround a Pro- 
polition, and diſcover the infirm and feeble 
Pres and fo is fot to be impoſed upon by ſuch 
light Sophiſms, as captivate whole herds of the 
vulgar. This Adyantage, it is apparent he hath, 
and it 1s his duty to make uſe of it, to examine 
cautiouſly the grounds of an Opinion, before he 
give up his aſſent toit, and not to betray his Rea- 
on, ether to his Sloth, by negleting to give it 
2 competent diſcuſſion; or to his Intereit, by 
electing Tenents rather by their profitablenels 
than their truth. This certainly is the leaſt that 
is ſuppoſable tg be required of them in this parti- 
cular, and fare it is ſo moderate an injunction, as 
the moſt mytinous humour can have no temprta- 
tion'to quarrel at, For who would think hima 
ſevere impoſer, who having furniſhed a man with 
2 light to dire&- him through ſome dark paſſage, 
ſhould only require him not to blow it out? 
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6. AND as he haththis Advantage in reſpe& 


by 


of his Underſtanding, ſo hath he, in the ſecand 
place, in relation to his Wif : which though it be 
a free faculty, and conſequently cannot be forci- 
bly determined to any thing, yet it is capable of 
perſwaſions and inducements, and is uſually ben- 
ded and inclined by them. It muſt therefore be 
afair ſtep towards the reaifying of the Will, 
when the intelle& is ſtored with Arguments and 
Incentives to goodneſs. And this Learning muſt 
be ſuppoſed to provide for, unleſs we will ex- 
clude out of the Scheme, both Morality and Di- 
vinity ; for each of thoſe will yield variety of 
ſuch Arguments. Moralitywill preſent Vertue as 
perfecly amiable in itſelf, and ſo fitto be embra- 


ced for its own ſake: and not only fo, but alſo as | 


highly profitable and adyantageous to us, as be- 
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is, that they permit themſelves to be perſwaded 
by ſuch efficacious arguments, and actually con- 
form their wills to theſe dictates. of their under- 
ſtanding, that is, that they really and effectively 
be ſuch men, as their education dire&s and re- 

uires them to be: Which being the work of their 

ills, *twill be abſurd to plead impoſſibility or 
infirmity, ſince 'tis manifeſt they may if they 
will ; whichis ſuch a degree of liberty, as ſerves 
tnall other inſtances to denominate a man a free 
agent, and ſuch as all puniſhments and rewards 
both divine and humane are founded on. 

7. A THIRD advantage is in relation to 
his afe&#7ons ; which being the inferior and more 
bruitth part ofthe man, are yet ſo impetuous and 
aſſuming, that they are very apt to uſurp the do- 
,minion over the nobler faculties ; and where they 
gain it, the event is anſ{werable to what we ſee 1n 
States, where the common people have wreſted 
the Scepter, all is put into confuſion. Now that 
which may prevent theſe civil broils in the ſoul, 
and ſecure the government to the proper Sove- 
Figs may well be reputed an advantage. . And 
to this, nothing merely humane is more condu- 
cing than Education. For firſt, that early dilci- 
pline which we preſumed, one part of it puts a 
bridle in the mouths of theſe head-ftrong paſli- 
ons, which by many repeated adts of reſtraint at 
laſt forget their native ferity, and become more 
calm and tratable. But then Erudition com-- 
| pleats this conqueſt, backs this unruly beaſt, and 
| by a dextrous managery not anly reſtrains, but 
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guides him, and makes him ſerve to many uſeful 
Purpoſes, . renders theſe mutinous Rebels not on- 
ly captivated flaves, but good Subje&s, obedi- 
ent to the laws of Reaton. Allthis Education is 
of it ſelf aptly diſpoſed todo, if men will not take 
"the Beaſts part againſt it, encourage him to 
plunge till he have thrown the Rider. And all 
that 1s 1n this particular required of them, is but 
to hold faſt thoſe rezys that are thus put into 
their hands, to keep their Aﬀections in ſuch ajuſt 
ſubjeion, that they may receive, not give laws. 
Thus we ſee the influence which Education hath 
Qn all the eſſential paxts of a mans mind, And 
were it here ſo immured and cloſed up, that it 
' could make no fallies at all thence ; did the foul, 
like Gzdeon's fleece, ingroſs all this precious dew; 
yet whileſt that received ſuch liberal infuſions, it 
would irrefragably evince this to be no mean 1n- 
conſiderable advantage. But it is indeed impoſ- 
ſible it ſhould be ſo confin'd ; for if it be;permit- 


the centre fails not to diffuſe it ſelf to the circum- 
ference; ſo certainly will it extend and manifeſt 
it ſelf in the more viſible effets; all the pro- 
duds and emanations of a mind thus regulated 
will own their original: bear the Image of their 
ICS Pi Ira: 

" 8. AND firſt his Behaviour, will be affable 
and civil, not 1nſolent and  imperious; as one 
that knows. Humanity. and gentleneſs js .a com- 
Motigebr to mankind, and therefore will not 
_ think fit, tocontract gr damp his civility intolq 
we. OTITIS >» -. .  _ 


ted to make theſe impreſſions within, as heat in - 
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narrow a compaſs, that it ſhall ſwell into com- 
plement, and mean flattery towards thoſe above, 
and not ſuffer one drop to defcend on_thoſe be- 
neath him : butYiſperle its ſtreams ſo, that all 
channels may be filled with it. *Tis true, the 
depth of ſome w1ll require a greater proportion tq 
that filling than others; and there 'tis not to be 
doubted but he may be more ljberal; only in the 
mean time the ſhallower are not to remaig dry. 
Let the inequality be ſuch as proceeds only from 
the capacities of the Subje&s, not from the par- 
tiality of the Agent, and he prevaricates no part 
of his duty in this matter. | | 
9..SECONDLY, kisWords will be tem- 
perate and decent, the produc of judgment, not 
of rage. For hg that hath calmed his paſſions 
hath nothing to betray him to raſh, 'angry, or 
rude language: this isa foam which is caſt up on- 
ly by the billows of a turbulent tempeſtuous 
hs ; and can never\ be the iſſues of a ſerene 
compoſed temper.' Tothis-it 1s but proportion- 
able, that they be alſo weighty and material. 4 
wiſe mans words, ſaith the Son of Szrach, are 
weighed in the ballance, and therefore he that hath 
improved his Education to. that pitch of protict- 
ency, will ſurely Jook his diſcourſe be ſuch, as 
may anſwer that character, which . muſt at the 
leaſt ſuppoſe itto have ſomething of ſolidity, no 
man everattempting to put. froth:and bubbles 1n- 
tothe Scales... And not- only-ſo; but it muſt al- 
ſo preſume it to have ſomething of uſe and;value : 
for, whoever takes pains to weigh IRE for its 
* 7 Th $3248 his Bo oe a ulelcſneſs 
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uſeleſneſs and meanneſs he intends to caſt out as 
refuſe; And both theſe” qualitications are very 
eſſential parts of a Geztl/emar's diale&, the one 
oppoſed to light and: fooliſh, the other to unſea- 


ſonablediſcourſe. For as the one hath nothing 


of weight ( unleſs it be that of a burden to the 
 hearers) ſo the other can have nothing of uſe, nor 
_ conſequently of worth, that being to be meaſured 
by the aptneſs of it to the perſons to whom it is 
addreſſed. Tt ſhould be the endeavour of thoſe 
whom God hath endued with knowledge, to con- 
vey as much of benefit and inſtruction ts others 
_ as they can: in order whereunto *tis neceſlar 
they adapt their ſpeech! to the capacities of choſs 
they treat with, otherwiſe let them diſcourſe ne- 
ver ſo elaborately,they wilt rather eonfound than 
edifie, and appear to affe&'more to: boaſt, ' than 
- communicate their knowledge. - © 
--Xo. LASTLY, his Employments will be 
worthy'and ingetiuous. ' A man that hath this'i»- 
ward Nobility of Mind ſuperadded to-that of his 
- Birth, will abhor to bufie himſelf vieiouſly or im- 
pertinently-; ' he hath cho(e qualifications, which 
render himuſeful, and he'muſt give himfelfrhoſe 
Exerciſes, whereby he may become'the moſt enti- 
nently fo. Tf by juſt-authority he be afſigned to 
any publick charge; he'isto embrace it cheerfu- 
ly; not as4. prize either to Ambition-or Cove: 


touſneſs, - but as an 'opportuniity' of 'Vertue; 'a . 


ſphere wherein he may moye the moſt vigorouſly 
inthe ſervice of God''and'his Countrey. But this 
happenthis'” but to' few; It 15 neceflary he w_ 
ry, | One 
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ſome other reſerve of action. . And ſuch ſurely, 
he that induſtriouſly deſigns it, cannot wanr : 
wherein though perhaps his influence will not be 
ſogeneral as in that, yet it may fall very auſpi- 
ciouſly on many. And when all thoſe occaſions 
areexhaulited roo, when all dire& operations are 
at a ſtand, he may yet betake him to the reflex'd, 
employ his activity upon himſelf, which will at 
ways remaina proper objec of his Induftry, .he 
being though a rich, yet till ſuch an improve- 
able ſoil, as will incourage and reward his Huſ- 
bandry, though never 1o often repeated.” And 
now I ſhall preſume 1t apparent, That Education 
is a moſt eftimable Treaſure, a precious Mzze 
that contains ſo many rich veins. O, why ſhould 
any that poſſe(s it, ſuffer themiclves to be poor, 
eenly for want. of diligence 1n. digging out the 
Fre ! a} | 
:, IT. AND would toGod that were an.imper- 
 tinent complaint, ſuch as none were.concerned 
10. But they that look on. the Manners of -ma- 
ny that have had this bappy inſtitution, will 
find too great cauſe to wonder and bewail, that 
>) hopeful a-Seeds-time ſhquld produce fo Nen- 
der; nay fo degenerate a Crop: As if Johis.curſe 
were. here exemplitied,.. Fett 31. 49. | ZhyHes to 
row. inſtead of. Wheat, and Cockle tnſteadiof- Barley, 
Yharerchtells usof 2 vaice fracen in the id of 
River, that became audjhie by the thaw, and ap- 
plies .4 to ;Moral. Precepts taught in, yourh, but 
actuated. by.. age.:- . The, Simule tpeaks-.him. to 
havelived 18 better times: far intheſe; the voice 
Bk en os 
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diſſolves withthe Ice, leaves not fo much as an 


Eccho behind it. Men now make it the buſineſs of L 
their riper years, to unravel not the follies, but the t 

\ learning of their youth: no ſooner .are they got t 
from under the Diſcipline of others, but the tirſt t 
a& of it they exerciſe, is upon thoſe notions which þ 
have been inſtilled into them. And here they are el 
fuch ſevere Lifors, that the mildeſt infliction is to b 
gag and bind them, deprive them both of voice © 
and motion. Nor are they ordinarily fatisfied with Fe 
this, but as if they feared they would, like impa- S 
tient Captives, watch ſome advantage to break tt 
looſe again, their final doom is Oftraciſm, they and Ty 
their Linage; all ſober Counſels derived from Ve 
them are utterly expulit, ſo totally raſed out of CE 
their minds, that not the leaſt footſteps of them m 
remain. And all this under the name of Pedartry, L 

a title, which it is probable their great ayerſqeſs all 
to their Teachers ſuggeſts to them,, as the 'moſt ev 
pathetick reproach ; as if they meant now to be L 
revenged on Learning and Tutor together, for ſtr 

. attempting to make them wile againſt their wills. a | 
Iz. A N D now when the root 1s thus ſtockt ſh? 

= there is little expectation of "Fruit. And I 

' therefore he that ſhall here look for' thoſe! fore- ſta 
mentioned effects of Education, will be more dil- up 


appointed, than Chriſt ſeemed to be by the EK to-tree - Pra 
that, though fruz#leſs, yet afforded Jrayes. But im; 


here weare not to hope for ſo-much; no ſign that Pai 
ever there was ſuch a plant in the foil,”; Let us 
briefly review thoſe ſeverals,and ſee whit of theny tha 


* 
z 


Is ordinarily to be met with, 
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13. AND firſt for the reſiſting of Errors, we 
- uſually find Gentlemen no Heroes in; this point: 
their Underſtandings are as pliant, as ſeducible,as 
thoſe who never had their means of fortifying 
them. And if they do indeed reje& Errors, it 
is commonly by the ſame Engine, , wherewith 
they caſt off Truth, viz. their inconſideration of 
both; as not being able to endure ſo much ſeri- 
ouſneſs and intention of mind, as may ſerve to ex- 
ter them of any opinion. They have tranſplant- 
ed their diſcernihg faculty from their intelle& to 
their Sexſes, and find it there ſofull, ſo inceflant 
imployment, that it can never be at leiſure tore- 
vert to Scholaſtick diſquiſitions. They can diſ- 
cern exactly the moſt minute error in their gar- 
ment, hold their Artificer moſt rigidly to the 
Laws of the eMode, are moſt exquiſite Judges in 
all that relates to vanity or pleaſure ; and can they 
ever think fit to trouble their heads (whoſe lea 
Lock muſt not for a world be diſturbed) with ab- 
ſtruſer ſpeculations, who have found out ſo much 
a more eaſe exerciſe of their faculties? If any 
ſhall think this character partakes of the Satyr, 
I ſhallbeſeech him to compare it with the true 
ſtate of our young Galarts in this point,and then 
uporr the ſame account that cold and ſcanty 
praiſes go for detraction, I ſhall expect this very 
imperfect and partial accuſation may pals for a 
Panegyrick. 

14, NEXT for the regulation of their Wills, 
that advantage depends ſo much on: the former, 


that of their Underſtandings, that what evacuates 
that, 
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. that, muft neceſſarily be ſuppoſed to do the ſame 
for this alſo. Ir is.not imaginable that he who 
hath defaced all his principles, whether moral or 
divine, : or at leaſt never revolves or conſiders 
them, ſhould recerve any influence from them, 
fince they operate not but by a diftin&.apptica- 
tion, And here ſhould I ask many Gentlemen, 
when they ever ſo much as attempted any thing 
of this fort, I fear they would be forced to quarrel 
at the incivility of the queftion, to evade the ne- 
ceſlity of anſwering it. But God knows their 
actions ſpeak too loud, that their buſineſs to 
obey not to preſcribe ; to fulfil, not regulate 
their Wills, Nay indeed 'tis too frequent, thar 
inftead of conforming their wills to their princi- 


ples, they model and transform their principles 


to their wills, herein verifying Arifotle's obſerva» 
tion, that Pleaſures are corruptive of Principles; 
Ando by this one art of inverfion, the face: of 


things is quite changed; Vertue, which their | 


books repreſented to them as. lovely and honow- 
rable, is now thought to have r= that luftre 
only by the flattery and varniſh of the painters,: 
and ſorsdecriedasthe moſt unamiable,defpicablet 
creature: and on the other ſide, all the contrary 
vices are taken from under that black veil Phi 
lofophersor Divines have put upon them, and are 
furbiſh'd&and trimm'd up, let to open view, asthe' 
moſt ſplendid, glorious things, the moſt adoriving- 
accompliſhments of a Gextlemay, SEEREEW 
t5, AND toſecure this tranſmutation, even - 
God: himſelf muſt have his part in ah 
KEEP. C 
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cluded to have been all this while miſrepreſent- 
ed in thoſe characters of Parity and Juſtice his 
word has made of him, and to have laid no ſuch 
ſevere reſtraints upon men, as that tells us of. 
That Temperance, Chaſtity, ſelf-aenial, Mortife- 
cation, 8&c. were but the creations of fome melan- 
choly Recluſcs, who would then enviouſly impoſe 
thoſe bands upon others wherewith they had 
fooliſhly fetter'd themſelves ; that God is more 
indulgent to Mens appetites, which they may fa- 
tiate here, as they pleaſe, without thoſe future 
dangers Preachers fright them with : That this 
is the new Geztile Divinity, . we need not appeal 


to Mens lives, their words openly proclaiming 


it, not without much ſcorn and contempt of 
their eaſy ſimplicity, who govern themſelves by 
the other. Yet as if this would not ſufficiently 
provide for impiety, as if they were conſcious of 
that abſurdity , which indeed there is in defining 
God an abettor and favourer of vice, many have 
advanced a ſtep higher, taking a more compendi- 
ous courſe, and ſince they cannot bring God 
over to their party, make him ſuch as will ſerve 
their turn, will unmake him, by becoming flat 
Atheifts. Of this there are too too many inſtan- 
ces, and 'tis to be feared will be many more, 
whileſt to all other ſenſual allurements that opini- 
on-makes to its Proſelytes, this is added, that. 
it is become a creditable thing, the badge and fig- 
nature of a modern #77, thus tobe one of Davis 
fools, in ſaying there is nvGod, | 
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16. I N the next place, let usdeſcend to the 
Aﬀgettions, and lee' what effects of their educa- 
tion is diſcernible there. And truly that ſeems 
to be nqother, than what is obſervable of a dam, 
put to intercept the courſe of ſome rapid ſtream, 
which fo ſoon as it is either removed. or born 
down,the torrent guſhes with ſo much the greater 
viglence,for having had that oppoſition : ſo here, 

when the reſtratats, which, bridled their minort- 

: ty, are taken off, their paſſions ſwell to a higher 
egree of impetuoſity, they ceaſe to. be boyes 
and men together, the man 15 diſmounted, loſes 
the reins, and is dragg'd whither the fury of the 
beaſt dire&ts. A ſad change ! yet daily too viſt- 
ble in many : for alas! what ismore ordinary than 
to ſee Gentlemen, under the dominion of theſe 
brutiſh appetites? Sometimes tranſported by a 
Rage to the greateſt Undecencies, nay Dan- 
gers ; ſometimes hurried by a L«/t like the poſ- 
ſeſt perſon, Mark 9.22, through fire and water,the 


moſt deſperate deſtructive attempts, and have 


nothing but rottenneſs- and diſeaſe as the: final 
prize of all thoſe difficult adventures; fome- 
times drowned in {winiſh Intemperance; and 
ſometimes again intombed in the Earth, buried: 
as it were alive by ſordid covetoulnels,' as if they 
meant to tranſcribe, though not the innocence, 


yet the ſufferings of the Primitive Chriſtians, in: 
being torn in pieces bywild Beaſts, Oh, that they 
. might ence be brought to relinquiſh this abſurd: 


fortitude, that thoſe who laugh at the precept ef 
turning the other cheek, Mat. 5. 39. wn 
ere 


i Fo 


_ | Advantage of Education.  _ 33 
here infinitely over-a& it ;,and give up them- 
ſelves to be buffeted , yea ſlaughter'd by theſe 
their cruelleſt enemies, nor be ſuch . P/atonick 
lovers of Martyrdom, as to chuſe only-this,where- 
to there is no Crown annexed, but what 1s worn 
in the Kingdom of darkneſs. B17 ep 
,.17. AND now ſince we are thus to ſeek of 
theſe 2zzward effects, wecan with no reaſon -hope 
for any of thoſe outward, which are the reſults 


\ and conſequences of theſe. And then *twill be 


no. wonder to obſerve Gentlemen behave them- 
ſelves diſdainially and imperiouſly, . as if-they. 
could not ſet a juſt value on themſelves, without 
the unjuſt contempt of others. *Tis true indeed, 
this is commonly a wind that.blows but one way, 
down the hill; only upon thoſe below them, up-, - 
wards they breath gentler gales ; it being one of 
their moſt ſtudied faculties, to.perform all a&s 
of the moſt ſupererrogating Civility to . thoſe: 
above them. But when that. Civility is'through- 
ly ſcanned, , it will prove a greater injury than 

e contrary Rudenelis; 'tis made up of fuch hol- 
low profeſfions, ſuch groſs flatteries, as are 
much worſe tha reproaches, nay ſeldom fail to 
be actually ſeconded with them ; there being no-. 
thing more uſual, than to-revile and deride thoſe 
at adiſtance, whom, when preſent, they admirz 


.and:adore. . And theſe now become ſuch eflential 


mdiſpetiſable parts of good [ breeding, that the 
want of either. inevitably betrays .a man to the 
title ofa ſilly Ruſtick ;” Flatteries and Deſpilings 
being- the two contrary elements, . whereof he; 
Ty D whom 
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whom they call a Fize Gentleman, 'is-to be com- 
pounded. * 00-02 < 
18. THIS gives an accountallo of ſome part 
of his D3alect, which thus far anfwers little to 
thoſe requitite qualifications, Weight and Ufe- 
fulneſs; there being nothing moretrivial or uſe- 
leſs, than theſe two parts of converſation, and 
'twere wel 1f no worle epithets belonged to them. 
But if we look allo into the reft, they will ordr- 
narily appear to carry proportion with theſe - 
'Tis every- mans obſervation, that no ring will 
riſe hipher thay its firſt head; and then words be- 
1ng but the Hlues of the Mind, where that wants 
the ballaſt of ſober and vertuous Notions, tis no 
wonder if the diſcourſe be light and ajery. *Twere 
ealie to exemplitie in the ſeveral forts of it adapt- 
cd to- the ſeveral humours of men; but 'tis alſo ſo 
needlefs, that the copy would be too exat'by 
tranſcribing the impertinence too. But what ſuch 
frothy diſcourſe ' is naturally, the moſt ferious: 
may become by accident: And-thus we ſee it the 
infirmity of ſome, who ſo far retain their Edu- 
cation, as to have their minds better repleniſhed 
to vent their plenty ſo unſeaſonably or affectedly, 
that it produces nothing of benefit to the hearers; 
but rebounds injurioufſy with the aſperfion of va-- 
nity upon themſelves. bs wo 
19. BUT ſuchis the miſery of this Age; that 
it were a-fair compoſition, if Gentlemen could' be 
perſwaded to reduce their Diſcourſe only; to'a 
privative fort of Illneſs ; *twere ſomewhat tolera- | 
ble, if as on the one fide they did not miniffer 
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35 
grace, Eph. 4.29. fo on the other they did not 
breath infe&ion on the hearers. But alas! what 
are all thoſe prophane ſcoffings at Piety, fo fre- 
quent among them, but as ſo many blaſts and 
malevolent vapours to nip and deſtroy the pra- 
Rice of it? And ſo we ſee if too commonly does 
among thoſe whoſe greener reſolutions ſet them 
notabove their malignant influence. How does 
their immodeft aud obſcene talk diſperſe and 
ſcatter their own impure fires, to the inflaming 
of others? And whileft they infcribe-upon thele 
Poyfons the inviting names of Ingenuity and 
Efgprit; they do not only tempt men greedily to 
imbibe them, but even defame and proſtitute that 
Wit they pretend to, render it a W:lderzefs for 
all ſavage rudeneſs to range in, and make as ma- 
ny Caxaidates for that reputation, as there are 
impious and beftial men in the world. And to 
this ſort of Wit they have found out a very pro- 
portionable Rhetorick, I mean that of their 
Qazhs, that helliſh piece of Oratory, which ſo 
| overſpreads their language, that (like a pro- 
fuſe Embroidery that even quite hides the. 
Stuffe) it becomes the: moſt remarkable part of 
- *'Tisnota little ftran Par wt CC de-. 
ormiry hath-gotten to- paſs for an embelliſhment 
and olucainne of Stile T hain that it doth fo, is. 
very. vifible- not only: from the no' pretence of 
ather remptation to it, but allo from that af 
feed: = 0 ſtudied variety obſervable among 
rhem,- 4s-if they had the ſam: concernmient' for” 
their Diſcourſe, which they have for. them-- 
I2..08 Þz ſelves, 
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ned. 


ſelves, vis. that it may every Year appear in 
ſome new piece of Drefs, have fome Oaths freth 


minted tofet it off; | Pier Ee ry; 
20. T O all theſe we. may. add their vain 


Boaftings and Afſumings, which are often ſo de- 
plorably ridiculous,” that 'tis doubtful whether 
more py or contempt belongs to them. Thus 
oftentimes, he that has but croſs'd the Seas to fetch 
a Feather and fantaftick Mean, brags more of his 
Travels, than if he had paſs'd the Lie, and felt 
the ſcorchings of the Torrid Zone. And upon the 
ſtrength ofthis he takes authority to impoſe 'on 
others the moſt abſurd and incredible Relations ; 


yet ſtill impoſing more perniciouſly on himfelf, z. e. | 


a belief that he appears very illuſtrious and glori- 
ous in all this, and on that confidence the {miles 


which his auditors mean in ſcorn, ſhall be taken 
in-applauſe of him, and fo encourage thoſe follies 


they deride. | 
21, INDEED where this vain humour 
dwells, it will betray it ſelf in innumerable inde- 
cenciss of fpeech ; but never does it give itſelf a 
fuller or worſe characer, than when it lets looſe 


toanger and rage, one of the moſt genuine and. 
- fruittul branches of this bitter root. Andthiswe 
frequently ſee overflow in all the invenomed -re- 


proachful language imaginable, ſuch as-.one 
would wonder ſhould. fall from the mouth of any, 
whoſe education had not been wholly barbarous ; 


an inverted kind of Eloquence, , whereto ſome, 
who-have been-taught the rules. of better Rheto-* 


rigk,/haye a-great fluency. 
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22,. I F now weſhould proceed to take a view 
of their Imployments, there is little doubt but thar 
Tekel, Daz. 5.27. might bea proper inſcription 
on them, yea'a mild one too, Lightneſs and Va- 
nity being _ times the moſt innocent 1ngredi- 
ent in them. And this is but a natural inference 
from the former : for ſince the principle of Acti- 
ons as well as Words is within, it wall certainly 
operate alike in both; as Water fent from one 
fountain through ſeveral pipes, 15 the ſame, and 
hath equal vertues or faults in each. It were too | 
calie togive as particular an account of theſe as 
the former ; but foreſeeing an occaſion to do that 
in another place, Iſhall transfer it thither, as nor 
deſiring to iterate the importunity on ſo ungrate- 
ful a ſubje&. | | 

'23, AND now he that ſhall conſider, that 
all this is but the impartial Image and repreſenta- / 
tion of thoſe, who have had that Education we fo 
much magnified, will ſure be tempted to ask J#- 
dess queſtion, Id quid perditio hec? Why was all 
this waſte of Diſcipline and Literature? To what 
purpoſe was ſo coſtly a foundation laid, when rhe 
ſuperſtructure 1s in the Apoſtles phraſe,” x Coy. 3. 
Iz, nothing but hay and Ftubble? And Idoubt ma- 
ny defeated Parents have cauſe to make this com- 
plaint : but T fear alſo divers of them may with 
juſtice accuſe themſelves as Acceſſories to their 
own diſappointments, who by an overhaſty de- 
lireof ſeeing their Sons men, do at once antici- 
pate and fruſtrate their hopes, "evacuate the be- 
nefit of many years 5 IN by taking them 

_ | rl oY 
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too ſoon from under its benign influence. Which 
though it uſually ſpring from immoderate 1ndul- 
gence, is yet really the greateſt ſeverity; for 
what can be moreſo, than to tie them to all the 
labour and toil of the Seeds-time, force their 
Childhood to that ſtudy and intenſion of which 
that giddy age is moſt impatient, and then ſnatch 
them away at the Harveſt; ſuffer them to con- 
verſe no more with Learning, when once they 
grow capable of receiving either delight or profit 
by it? Thus of late it hath been the method of 
Breeding to - poſt them with an inconvenient 


 Ipeed from one ſtage to another , many times 


bringing them too ſoon to the Univerſity, buy 
much oftner taking them too early from it, be- 
fore they have near gained what they came thi- 
ther to furniſh themſelves with. And from thence 
the next ſtep is over the: Sea, which ſoon waſhes 
away thoſe Notions, which he .crude in their 
brains; but have wanted maturity of years ta di- 
geſt into their manners. Indeed 'tis not imagi- 
nable how they ſhould retain them, they being 
at their coming abroad ſolemnly put ina direct 
courſe of forgetting ſpeedily what they formerly 
zearnt, their whole time being then by order to be 
taken up in other unſpeculative exerciſes, where- 
in if they do happen to attain to ſome eminency, 
yet 'tis ſure bura dry exchange for what they quit 
for it. But then 'tis not one1in twenty that ar- 
rives to that; the negligence of Governours, or 
their own headinets, when they find the rein 
thus {iackned, offen makes their progreſs little 


. - 
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in any thing they are appointed to; but inſtead 
of that, they run a full career in all debaucht 
pleaſures, advance there in an inſtant to the high- 
eſt proficiency. - Ifay not this to decry Trave!- 
ling in general, but only the unſeaſonable time 
that is cliofen for it. He that would really im- 
prove his Son by that means, ſhould ſend him at 
ſucha mature age, when by the help of his fore- 
going education his Judgment is {etled and quali- 
fied to make uſeful obſervations, his manners well 
weighed and fixed, that ſo he may be capable of 
all the good, Foreign climes can afford, and ſe- 
cured from the infection of the ll; like a Load- 
ſtone, attra&t things of weight only, and not 
like Jet, draw nothing but chaff and ſtraws. But 
I confeſs this a digrefſion, and therefore return 
to thoſe who have thus embezled this precious 
Adyantage, (and who have too much of their 
own wills in it, to be able to transfer the guilt up- 
on any error of their Parents) beſeeching tiem 
ſerioutly to lay to heart this their fo ruinous il! 
Hhusbandry, and to let at laſt ſome better fruits of 
that ſeed appear; not to ſuffer a Piece of Plate 
left to the School or Colledge, to be the onl 
Teftimonials that ever they were there; and ſo 
bring thoſe Societies underthe reproach of extor- 
tion, or fraud, of profeſſing learning but im- 
parting none, of having taken ſomething from 
them without giving them any valuable conſide- 
ration,” making them any proportionable returns. 
But that they would at laſt take up this Talent 
thus long buried in the napkin, and yet fall a tra- 
” Ws | ding 
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ding withit. And though the time they have 


loſt ſhould render them deſperate of the reward 


of the Tex Cittes, 'tis yet motive enough to indu- 
ſtry, to reſcue themſelves from the tentence of 
the $/3hful ſervant. ' And yet that will not be all, 
for there being no middle ſtate between reward 
and puniſhment, he that delivers himſelf from 


the one, puts himſelf likewiſe into a certain ca». 


pacity of the other. But beſides all he 1s to expe&t 
hereafter, he is ſure at the fime of a very fair 
Antepaſt of pleaſure here, 'which he will imme- 


diately reap from it, as the firſt-fruits of the fu- 


ture rich harveſt, which though the. Law com- 
manded to be ſacriticed, yet ſuch is the indulgence 
of the Goſpel, that it exacts nothing, but that men 
would themſelves enjoy them. *' FTE 1 


24, FOR ſuchis the admirable goodneſs of 


God, that he is generally pleaſed to- adapt his 
commands, not only to'our Eternal, but Tem- 
poral conceraments ; for knowing the impatience 
of our nature, that we love not to depend wholly 
upon reverſions, he hath been 'pleafed to' put 
ſomewhat of preſent guſt and reliſh upon every 
part of duty: 'This might be evidenced diſtin& 
iy through the whole Codex of Chriſtian Pre- 
 Cepts, his Toke «45 an eafie; nay gracious Toke; his 
burden a light burden, Math, 11. 28, And from this 
general ground, I may have warrant ſufficient to 
aftirm the like of this: particular I am now upon. 
But it may be yet more clearly evinced, by re- 
| flectingon the ſeveral improvements of this Ta- 
lent, 'which have been mention'd, 'as the Duty of 
all choſe that poſſeſs it, 1 © © 25 AND 
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: . 25. A ND firſt}, for that of an acute and ele- 
wated Underſtanding, T need; appeal no further 
than to common Vote, to have that pronounced 
a very deſirable thing, it being hard to pick'out a 
man of ſuch an avowed brutality, that will own 
the deſpiſing it. Even thoſe who will be. at no 
pains to acquire, will .yet. profeſs to eſteem-it. 
And wemay believe themin earneſt, if from no 
other argument, yet from this, that every man 
affects the reputation of being Wile, 1s pleaſed 
when he ſucceeds in that aim, and on the .con- 
trary is not more troubled and diſcomfited at any 
thing, than to be taxed of Ignorance or Error. 
If any ſhall deny this, I ſhall ſuſpend his confata- 
tion, till ſome body reproach him with folly, and 
then from the diſpleaſure he finds in himſelf, 
leave him to conclude his own value of Wiſdom. 
And jndeed why do good men look upon a foot 
with ſo-much pity, and ill men with ſo much 
ſcorn, if knowledge benot both a Felicity and a 
Credit ? Nor is this the ſentence only of the vul- 
gar, who uſually admire thoſe things moſt, from 
which they ſtand at the greateſt diſtance, but 
eſpecially of - the more diſcerning ſort of- men, - 
who from every taſte they have Pa of it, have 


had their appetites ſo raiſed, that they have in- 
fatiably thirfted after the fuller draughts. This 
made ſo mzny of the old Philoſophers renounce the 
enjoyment of thoſe: ſenſual pleaſures, that offer- 
ed themſelves, togoin queſt after this one tran- 
ſcendent delight ; and So/omor to prefer this in 
his election before Riches and 


Honour, the two | 
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principal parts of worldly ſplendor, tothe re&i- 
tude of which choice God himſelf bears Teſtims- 
ny. And now ifthis'be init felf fo valuable, 6 
raviſhing a thing, ſhall its being here conneced 
with duty, proveſuchan allay, as to deprive it 
of all the Naſt? Certainly if it do, it.muſt argue 
the palate very perverſe and diftemper'd : for to 
all other, that one conſideration would give a re- 
liſh and flavour to the drieſt, the moſt unpleaſant 
undertaking. The conſcience that Iam now ery 
wr $56 asI ought, is ſuch a refreſhment as is able 


to {weeten the ſevereſt labour, yea the greateſt | 


ſuffering. Shame. is a thing to which huttiane 


nature hath - an mnate abhorrence, yet the . 


Apoſtles made it matter of joy, whe# it beftl thens 


for Chrifts ſake, Acts 5. 41. And ſhall this bleſ- 


ſed Copy of theirs be transformed in ftead-- of 
tranſcribed ? Shall thoſe who have not fo much 
Chriſtian patience, as to bear the ſlighteſt re- 
proach for him, have yet ſo much anchriſftian Fu- 
pidity,” as to endure the greateſt in oppoſition to 
him? Chule rather to be igriorant, when 'tis 
both their ſin and ſhame, than wiſe, when *tis 
their duty and reward ? Inyert S.. Pauls choice, 
and be fools againſt Chriſt, as he owns to be for 
hin? Tfthere be any ſuch Arripodes in our clime, 
their unhappineſs will yet ſerve to Illuſtrates what 
they refuſe to partake of, v7F, the felicity of ha- 
ving performed this part ofduty inthe improve- 
ment of the underſtanding. | : 
© 26, IN: the next place the regularity of the 
W:iH is extremely both amiable and profitable. 


For 


A 
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For that being an uncontroulable faculty, if it be 
wrong ſet, what torrents of milchief and confuſt- 
on does it let in? Ifinall its conceptions it per- 
mit the ſenſual appetite to lay, like Facob, its 
pilled rods before it, all its births will be ring-ſtra- 
ked, ſpeckled and ſpotted. The ruinoulnels of a per- 
verſe will 1sſo generally underſtood, that there 
is nothing renders a man even in common account 
more muſerable and deplored, He whoſe Will 
runs counter to his Reaſon, every man is 4frols- 
er enough to read his deſtiny, and preſage his de- 
| Cn And by the undecent and pernicious 
Effects of a diſordered, we may make an eſtimate 
of the beauty and advantage of a rectified Will: 
The former, like a vicious improvident Gover- 
nour, expoſes his Territories to a deluge, firlt of 
luxury, and then of ruine: but-this latter like a 
yertuous and prudent Prince, at once ſecures the 
innocence, and felicity of his ſubjects. Indeed 
it is this alone that really and effe&ively gives us 
the preeminence above beaſts. They have choices 
as well as we, and they have affections, but 
wanting the higher principle of reaſon, their 
choices are necellarily determined by their affe- 
cians. Now if we who have both; are guided 
only by the latter, wherein does our ſtate differ 
from theirs, ſave only that our liberty rhakes us 
guilty, whereas their neceſlity leaves them inno- 
cent? Ipreſume I need {ay no more, to evince 
the happineſs of a well ordered Will, ſince none 
canconteſt it, but he muſt tacitely confeſs'him- 
{elf weery of his humane nature, and emulous, 
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not ofa greater dignity, but of a degradation to | 


that of the Brutes. : | 

27. AND as much may be ſaid concerning 
the 4fetions; which if they be not curbed and 
| heldin by the underſtanding, will have as free 
_ and uncontrouled a {way in men, as they havein 
meer animals, but with worſe effets, by how 
much we have more objetts to incite them, more 
inſtruments to actuate them than theſe have. If 
any man can be tempted to think this no unplea- 
fant condition, let him yet further conſider, that 
this metamorphoſis is not like the fancied tran(- 
migration of the ſoul, wherein it was ſuppoſed to 
aſſume the nature and conſequently the paſſions 
but of one beaſt alone: no, here 1s the whole 
Wilderneſs let looſe upon a man, with all their 
contrary appetites perpetually combating one 
with another. He that hath the rapaciouſneſs of 
a Wolf, may yet have the timorouſneſs of an 
Hare, and! 15 -racked between the deſire of ha- 
ving, and the fear of ſuffering. He that hath the 


' luſtofa Goat, may yet havethe intemperance of 


a Swire, and be diſtracted to which of the appe- 
tites to give himſelf. He that hath. the cruel- 
tyofa Tigre, may yet have the wilineſs of the 
Fox, which will give him the pain of many irk- 
ſome delays, in attending an advantageous op- 
portunity. And fo proportionably in' others. 
And what can be more unſupportably uneaſie, 
than to have theſe continual tumults within, 'to 
be in a ſtate of hoſtility, not only with other 
men, but with himſelf? Or what can there need, 


beyond 
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beyond. this conſideration, to recommend the 
contrary condition to us? The ſubduing- theſe 
brutiſh Inclinations 1s the introducing Peace into 
2 Land, haraſs'd and waſted with inteſtine 
War: and ſure none 'rieed be told-( at leaſt in 
this Age) that that -is a moſt raviſhing pleaſure. 
And I may with the ſame confidence appeal to 
the verdict ofany who have tried thefe two con- 
trary ſtates, and doubt not but he will from his 
experience confirm the moſt profuſe and even 
Poetick declamation that can be made on this 
Theme. ils 

28. ALL I ſhall add is, in a joynt relation 
to this and the two former; by obſerving that 1l- 
luminated underſtandings, regulated Wills and 
Aﬀections, make up, a great part of the ce/eſtial 
happineff. . The Angels of light would no longer 
have right to that title, without- theſe. The þt-- 
rits of juſt men made perfect, were improperly ſo - 
ſtyled, Heb. 12.23. had they not received this ac- 
compliſhment of their nature. And the greater 
degrees hereof we arrive to. here, ſo much the 
more ſenſible anticipation have we of thoſe di- 
vine joys. ' And ſure thusto partake with Angels 
and Saints, is to be happy, and will be acknow- 
ledged fo by all, whoſe value and withes of a Ma- 
hometan Paradiſe renderthem not uncompetent to: - 
eſtimate theſe purer and refined pleaſures, 

29. IF from hence we-proceed to thoſe owr- 
ward. effetts, which are the reſults of theſe in- 
ward, we ſhall find they areall full of delight and 
ſatisfaction, Courtelie and: friendlineſs of Be- 


Bavwiogy 
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baviour does not only caft a glorious laftre round 
about, attra& the eyes and hearts of others, but 
it alſo reflects with chearful and comfortable 
gleams upon our ſelves. For,” Man being de- 
tigned by God for a ſociable creature, hath fuck 
propenſions and inclinations put into. hing, as are 

per to that end: and theſe are gratified and 
pleaſed, when we ſo demean our ſelves, as may 
anſwer that intention, towards which nothing 
can be more neceſſary than this debonnaire and 
gentle-carriage. For that allures people to our 
converſation, whereas the contrary. roughneſs 
frights and deters them, ( rhe churliſknels- of a 
Naku makes men they cannot ſpeak to him, 1 Sam. 
25.17.) it gives aman' part of Nebuchadneztar's 
fate, feparates him from among men, by forcing: 
them to-withdraw from him; and that the worſt 
part of it too; the hairs like Eagles feathers, and 
the Naits like Birds claws, berng much ho hgheet 
degree of the infliction, ft to paſs for dre[sand 
ornament, compared with that more deforming: 
diſguiſe this rugged ages 2 puts upon a- man;' 
And as on the one fide, this morolity and four- 
neſs of humour -1s very uneaſie, ſo on the other is 
that form of fawning and' flattering; compliance,” 
which ſome call Civility : It obliges men 1m many” 
circumſtances to renounce therr eafe, thetr 
health, yea their underſtandings too; and keeps 
them in-{uch conftraint, that' one may traly ſay, 
2 leſs meaſure of feHf-denial would feryetoconftt- 


tuteamans good Chriftian, than an exa& Cour 


tier; whereas he that keeps him{elf ir « jolt 
| meary 
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mean, neither drives away one fort of. company, 
nor buys the other ſodear; He has a Standard- 
meaſure,by which to difpenſe' his Civilities, vis. 
the quality: and worth of the perfons ; and-con- 
founds not himſelf with thoſe-more unjuft and 
mutable rules of 'rheir expectations. So in the 
firſt of the inſtances he keeps himſelf a Man, 
whilft the other: is in forme'reſpe&t a Beaſt; in 
the ſecond he preſerves himſelf a-Freeman, whileſt 
the other is a Slave: ' And ſure I may-refer it 
— any mans decifion, which is the pleaſanter 
ads; | 

$6. NEXT for-the Words, *tis 'not to be 
donbted but'that calm and temperate Language 
has the advantage of that which'is paſſionate and 
rageful; -and-that- not- only 11 reſpect of decen- 
ey; but eaſe too; of which there needs-no other 
teftimony; than thar viſtble- perturbation and 
uneaſinefs obſervable: in all who are under fuch 
atranſportation. So in hke manner, when the 
words are pertinent and' weighty, they give not 
only more ſatisfaction to the hearer, but to the 
ſpeaker alſo: This may be judged by the contra- 
y-diſplaceney men have at _themfelyes, - when 
chivy are conſcious to: have ſpoken impertinently 
or undecently. '- By fatisfaction, I mean nor 
that vanity; which men too'often affe&of ſhew- 
ing their parts, butt a juſt and: fober complacency, 
ating from the conſcience of having regulated 
their diſconrſe by the meafures of a Wile man 
ang « Chriftian, the having fajd that which may- 
be of benefit,” but cannot be of RIES his 
ng Auditors, 


"generally none are ſo much delight 
 owndifcourſes,.as they who talk the moſt vain- 
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Auditors. | And this ſurely is a much more real 


| pronhure than any can be had in the. contrary 


ind-of diale&. If to this it be objected, that 
with their 


lyand abſurdly: I aniwer, that even theſe are 
not pleaſed with the. vanity and abſurdity ; their 
plealure reſults from a miſtake, ſuppoſing it to be 
the quite contrary. And this helps to evince, that 
ſolid and prudent ſpeaking gives fatisfaction,finee 
even the ſhadow and; fictionof it can be made to 
yield to it. | el MY © 

.:31, LAST LY, - for the Imployments, they 


hilarates and revives. him, . enables him. to' paſs 


his own approbation on himſelf, , and as it WEre'to' 
anticipate the Ezge heſhall one day receive from 
his :great Maſter..;, But, he that gives, himſelf. 


 oaly the idle advertiſementsof. a Child, or ſets, 


to the. baſer. drudgeries of Vice, cangot.irefle&; 
without confuſion > whichis ſo well underſtagd; 
by ſuch perſons, thatthey are tain totake ſangiu;; 
ary 1n a total Inconlderation, BeYenFanhg 
themſelves, What liave I done ?: Whic 


full teſtimony to: the. excellency.. and falicity. 
of ingenuous Imployments, ſince they that $8) 
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cline thoſe, are forced alſo to decline. themſelves; 
ow out of their own acquaintance and know- 
edge. oe 
32. AND now what objection'gan there lie 
againſt this duty; which is in all the parts of it 
ſo advantageous and ' eligible, that it. becomes 
duty not only to God, but even to theinſelves, 
their own ' preſent intereſts and fatisfaction ? 
Shall pleaſure it;ſelf loſe. its nature, | adopt the 
properties of its &x&ct contrary, and become irk- 
ſome and abhorreggonly becauſe 'tis twiſted with 
Obedience? Ts theye ſo perfe& an Antipathy be- 
tween-God and then, : that'tis. impoſſible they 
ſhould have the ſamegbjeds of delight ? Or cant 
no Joys have any talfwith them, that are not 
the cauſes and fore-runners. of eternal | ſorrows? 
This were ſuch a degree of perverſene(s, as com- 
mon Charity bids me not to expe&; and I ſee 
not what elſe can evacuate the pleaſure that at- 
tends the improvement of this Talent of Educa= 


co. - on. | 
33..AFTER all this,. I foreſee. it. riot im-. 
polſible that ſome may plead an Exemption from 
this Obligation, by affirming they want the 
ground of it, that they never had this Education: 
Lam not willing to fanſie there have been ſo ma- 
ny ugjuſt and unkind Parents as may ;qualiFf.e 
any, conſiderable number .of Gextlemez for this 
Plea : But to thoſe few that can really make it,. 
Tſhall northink the foregoing Diſcourſe wholly - 
impertinent ;.for, by ſhewing them the: Advan- 
tapes of what they ſay they thus want,, it may it- 
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cite them ( not to murmure at the negligence of 
their Parents, but) to attempt the repairing of 1t 


by becoming theirown Guardians, putting rhem- 


ſelves into Diſcipline, and by the ſtrict Laws of 
Reaſon governing and reſtraining thoſe Paſſions, 


which by the liberty of their Breeding have got 


head, by this means ſupplying to themſelves the 
firſt part of Education x7 in 


more manly to be ignorant than to learn, an 


content to' put themſelves in a courſe of Erudi- 
tion, which-a man may do for himſelf in his Clo-' 


ſet, aswell as a Tutor may do for his Diſciple in 


a School; and though he want many of thoſe Ad- 


vantages the other hath, yer 'tis poſſible they may 
be in a good degree ſupplied by that induſtry and 


deſire, which all thoſe are ſuppoſed to. have, who 
are thus their own Pupils; and there want not in- 
ſtances of the ſucceſs of them who have thus at- 
tempted, but I confeſs there are too few Examples' 


of the Attempt, men being apt to ſit down con- 


tentedly under this want ; whereas let the ſame 
perſons have an entailed Eſtate alienated from 
them by any a& oftheir Fathers, they gre not then; 
ſo tame, but will ftruggle to the urmoſt te recover” 


their rights. Yet Bay an Ingenuous Educa- 
tion is as properly the Birthright of a Gentleman, 


as any the moſt firmly ſetled Inheritatice can be:. 
Why ſhould they then acquieſce in that ſo injuri- 
ous an Altenation, and not ſeek by all endeavours 
of their own to retrieve this ſo precious ” 


fion ? | 


d the like may cet- 
tainly be done for the latter alſo, - if they will 
but depoſit that common error, of HuORIng it 

be 


SECT. V: 
of the ſecond Advantage, We al þ: 


HE ſecond Advantage we afe to con- 
ſider is that of Wealth,: which thatir 
6 is 4 bleſſing will Iknow readily be af- 
ſented\to by all, mens defires and earneſt pur- 
ſuits/ after it ſufficiently evidencing the general 
eſteem is had of it. Yet though the Concluſion 
be:right, it is:to be doubted many infer it not 
upon due. premiſes. *Tis. not Riches ſimply 
confidered that: are the felicity, much leſs thoſe 
lixuries; to which they are often made to mini- 
ſter'; but rhey arelike to a fertile ground; which 
ifleft without culture, none:bears fo rank Weeds, 
bug if rightly hisbanded;” yields abundant profit ; 
thus fo manage and improvethem isnot.only 
' the:Intercft) but-the Duty of all thoſe:to whom” 
God hath commuted themz: this being:the one 
Anas for- which: they: were in- 
dtotherh::: m20t-rg. i 40m 


:2SBVBRAL' Improvements there. are, of 
whibtr they atecapable ;: but before T proceed to 

them) Imuft chention0ne parrof Duty, abfunda-. .. 

u—_—_——_ the reft. Andthat is the: well _ | 
mding :of them z\ not 1iv'a- figurative; but real 
ſenoc: the having ſuch a' provident care'of thoſe. 
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g00ds and poſſeſſions, wherewith God hath bleſt 
a Man, as may ſecure them from that Conſumpti- 
on, to which careleſneſs and floth will infallibly 
betray them. This ſurely is obligatory in many 
reſpe&ts. Firſt, in Thankfulneſs ( I had almoit 
ſaid civility) to Gud, who having diipenc'd them 
as 2 liberality, *tis ingratitude, yea affront to 
give them no regard. Secondly, injuſtice to a 
mans poſterity : He that has received a fair In- 
heritance from his Anceſtors, if he ſuffer his ſu- 
pine negligence to cut off the Entail, he defrauds 
thoſe that were to have ſucceeded him in it, and 


Solomon, Prov. 11. 29. affigns no other Inhert- 
tance but the Wind, which is indeed all ſfuch-a; 
perſon is like to derive upon his Iffue, the com- 
mon air being oftentimes their 'only; Patrimony. 
Thirdly, in order to all thoſe-ends to which! 
Wealth was deſigned by God, which depend'on 
this, .as Accidents on: their Subje&s, and ſo.are' 
all at once-evacuated and nulled/bythe diffipa- 
ting of that wherein they are founded. All which: 
conſiderations do naturally inforce upon men'the; 
neceflity of a prudent m Bow 


ving, as in our Law-forms is ufual;-covenanted: 
toſtand ſeiſed of the Eſtate,” let us now:/ſee what 
are the proper uſes, towhich it is.to-be limited. : 

- IN the firſt place, we may rank that of Con-: 
tentedneſs in his portion; which-though to:one: 
that isſet to wreſtle: with want it: might :ſeem ai 
had precept, yetto hin that flows:with a : 

| ance 


becomes that #roubler of ' his own houſe, to whom 


"$.BB'FS belngyllppolad: andebiepeifan ſis) | 


| Advantage of Wealth, (7 "oh 


dance it might be thought rather a needleſs than 
difficult injun&tion, if experience did not teſtifie, 
that contentment is oftentimes as great a ſtranger 
in Palaces as Cottages. _ 

4. Of this excellent both vertue and felicity, 
there are two parts, the onea chearful enjoyment 
of ſo much of his Wealth, as may decently (I 
 fay not vainly ) ſupport him in that qualit 
wherein he is placed : God does not make Ric 
men fuch mere Conduit-pipes of Wealth, that 
they muſt paſs all, without retaining any thing 
themſelves ; but rather like the Earth, which 
though ſhe conveys her ſprings through her veins, 
= 1s allowed to ſuckin ſomuch, as may give 

er a competent refreſhment ; and he that does 
this moderately, and with a thankful refletion 
on thar liberal Providence, which thus gives him 
all things richly to enjoy, 1 Tim. 6. 17. fallifies no 
part' of his truſt, nor abuſes his ſtewardſhip ; 
this being, as it were, the allowed Fees of his 
mow a Penſion allotted him by the bounty of his 

rd. 

'5. THE other part of contentment is that, 
by which the deſires are terminated within the 
bounds of his own poſſeflions, and not ſuffered 
to range wildly into other mens, like 4habs into 
Naboth's Vineyard, -uſing their Wealth, as Ang- 
lers do their Fiſh, to bait Hooks for more, 
by making it an Inſtrument of extorting from 
others ; which is ſo great a guilt, that it near- 
ly concerns them to ſecure themſelves againſt it, 
by a perfect ſatisfaction in what 1s properly 

"Ru E 3 their 
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their own. - Nay, eyen in what1is faid, there.is 
caution to be had, that there be not too eager 
and vehement endeayours of multiplying it, and 
that not only by an unlawful commixture with 
other mens, which is the {in either ofoppreſſion 
or traud, . but even from.its own ſtock, tor. that 
may be covetoulnels, and is ſurely a direct op- 
polition to the divine diſpenſation, For when 
God hath given a man a full fortune, and by that 


manumitted: him from thoſe carkings and (o- 


licitudes to which needier perſons are expoſed, 
for him to make it his grand. buſineſs to pra- 
jet how he may. add to that . heap, or in the 
Prophets phraſe, /ade, himſelf with thick clay, 
Hab.2.6. What is it but the degrading, and 
pulling himſelf from that Sphere wherein God, 
hath placed him, a voluntary faleof himſelf to 
the Gallies or Mines? In this reſpe& therefore I 
may not unaptly apply that. Exhortation which. 
the Apoſtle makes in, another, Gal. 5. 1, Stand 
faſt in the liberty . wherewith Chriſt hath made you 
free. ' Let not him whom God hath by a Gracious 


2nd peculiar providence exempted from this - 


meaner ſervitude, and vaſlalage tothe world, re» 
 linquiſh that ſq valuable a priviledge,. give up his 
ear to' be bored by Mammon, , when God. pro- 


claims a Fabile. '>Yet"tis poſſible. the quality of 
ſome mens Eſtates may,/be ſuch, that they may, 
be capable of advancement by a moderate and! 


ealie Induſtry, ſi ch- as may no way divert them. 
from more. excelent Imployments;! but may.ra;! 


ther be a recreation than 2 toil:, An . in that 
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caſe I know no obligation lies on them ſo to de- 
fiean Improvement, as not to chooſe a profitable, 
before an expenſive divertiſement, to ſpend thoſe 
vacant hours upon that, which remain by way of 
overplus from more worthy deſigns and enter- 
tainments. But the perpetual follicitous pur- 
ſuit afrer more wealth, 1s certainly a culpable 
inordinacy, as being inconſiſtent with that con- 
tentment and acquieſcence which is the duty of 
every man for whom God hath: thus liberal- 
ly. provided, - and ſuch as will beſides be like- 
ly to undermine another main part of this obliga» 
TION, 

6. SUCH in the next place we are to ac- 
count the Charitable diſpenſing of his ſtore, tq 
ſupply the 1ndigencies of wanting perſons ; which 
ſurely is to-be-lookt- on as the grand and moſt 
conſiderable end of - his receipts. God, whois 
the common Friend, as well as Father of all men, 


'1s not to be-jmagined ſo partial, as to provide 


pomps and luxuries for ſome, and in the mean 
timeleave others deftitute- of the neceſſary ſup- 
ports of life ; yet if we look no deeper than the 
viſible pattions- of Poor and Rich, there is no 
evidence ofthe contrary. But when we examine 
upon what Conditjons and Proyifo's that Abun- 
dance 1s conveyed, we ſhall have no temptati- 
on ſa: to aſperſe or charge God fooliſhly : For 
though we have nat diſpenſed fo immediately tq 
the Poor, yet he gives them ag it were Bills of © 
Aſſignment upon * the plenty of the Rich, a 
right: to be- ſupplied by: them: ſo that the dif- 
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ference ſeems to be only that of an'Elder, and 


Younger brethren ; the Elder uſually carriesthe 


bulk of the Eſtate, but then that is charged with 
proviſions for the Younger ; and 1t the quantity 
of thoſe be not diftindly expreft, but lett 1n- 
definitely, that Act of Truſt in the Father lays 
the greater obligation on him, not to deceive it 
by too mean and ſcanty a diſtribution ; for now 


- himſelf is become a Father to them, and there- 


fore ſhould proportion his bounty by the ten- 
derneſs and bowels of that moſt affectionate re- 
lation. And this may not improperly be deemed 
one reaſon, why among ſuch multicudes of com- 
mands of Charity in the Goſpel, there is yet 
none that exprelly allots the proportion "of our 
Alms, that by this a& of ra Mor 0k as it were, 
men might be obliged to the higher liberality : 
And he that ſhall make this Incentive to it, a pre- 
tence toexculſe the want of it, is: fure a moſt cri- 
minous perverter of the divine intention, trea- 
cherouſly countermining 'Gods facred arts, as if 
'twere not enough to: rebel, unleſs in a further 
contempt he aſſaulted himwith his own weapons. 
Certainly God never deſigned Lazarws portion 
ſhould be made up only of the Crambs from the 
Table: For though indeed Dives is taxed that he 
gave him not them, yer if he. had,: ſuch a dole 
would ſure never have refcued him from the 
place of torment.. He: who reſts in a Rich mans 
boſom in Heaven, is to have ſome proportiona- 
ble treatment from thoſe on 'Earth, ſome''more 
hoſpitable reception than a lying at.the _ 
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{ome better Chirurgeons than Dogs to cure his 
Sores; and thoſe that refuſe it him, muſt bepre- 
ſumed to contemn not only the LaFarms, but the 
Abraham, yea the Heaven too that receives him, 
ſince that which qualifies him for an admittance 
there, is not able to recommend him to their leatt 
regard. | | | 

- 7. I SHALL not attempt to proporticn 
mens Charities, ſince Gad hath not ; yet rhere 
are ſome general meaſures to be made to bound 
them on the ſinking ſide, that they fall not to roo 
{candalous a lownels ; which having been- done 
already by a * better Pen, I ſhall re- Dx. yum- 
fer the Reader thither. But thoſe monds. Praci- 
' yet leave mens Compaſſions full © <*<um 
icope.to grow up to what greater height Gods 
grace and mens exigencies ſhall advance them : 
And ſurely the latter may ſometimes be ſuch, that 
It will become. every 'Rich man not only to rifle 
his Coffers, . pour out whatſoever his {uperflui- 
ties have there amaſſed, butalſo to detalk much 
of his own accuſtomed enjoyments, caule the Ra- 
ſor to pals even upon his whole Equipage, to-cut 
off all Excreſcencies, all exuberant Expences, 
that ſo the ſtream may run the fuller in; that one 
channel which Gods providence thus cuts out for 
it. Whether this may not be a proper ſeaſon tor 
it, I leave every conſidering —__ to judge. Ar 


the preſent 1 ſhall beſeech-every man to whom 
God hath given:Wealth, ſadly to ponder how 
ſcandalous a:thing it” will be for him who has 
þeen the Obje& of ſo great Bounty, to Seng 
C16, be | tg 
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the being an Agentin any; to diſcover himſelfto 
have ſuckt in nothing of rhe virtue, amidſt ſuch 
an influence of the commodities ; and to defie the 
Example cf that Liberality, by whoſe effe&s he 
lives. But withal let him conſider the danger of 
tt alſo, how dreadful a guilt ( and conſequent! 
vengeance ) he' draws upon himſelf, if he ſhall 
defeat this ſo main end of his receipts. Itis in- 
deed a complication of many crimes not only 
againſt Man but God alſo: I ſhall inftance only 
in two, moſt generally decried,and yet moſt em1- 
rently contained in it, Unthankfulneſs, and 
Falſeneſs. . 
8. GOD inhis wiſdom diſcerning that Equa- 
lity of Conditions would breed confufion in the 
World, has ordered ſeveral ſtates, defigned fome 
to Poverty, others to Riches, only annexing' to 
the Richthe care of the Poor ; yet that rather 
as an advantage, than a burden, a ſeed of more 
wealth. both temporal and eternal. Now in 
this diviſion of men, 'thoſe on whom he hath 
cauſed the better lot to fall, can owe it to no- 
thing: but his gracious diſpoſal;; and therefore 
had been certainly obliged to ſubmit to any: the 
moſt difficult tasks he ſhould have diſpenſed with 
it. But now that in his great -indulgence he has 
' fotempered the command, as to render it not an 
allay, but an enhancement of the" mercy, | he that 
oives it only a bare taſtleſs compliance,/ betrays 
Fimſelf to want a juſt ſenſe of it ; but he that flat- 
ly reſiſts it, is in the moſt tranſcendent degree 


burbaroll ingravs, Nay, Ithink might have 
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laid the charge higher, and called: it malice; for 
what beneath that can provoke a man thus to re- 
{iſt his duty and intereſt together ? 
. 9. NOR is this all, 'tis alſo the greateſt 
Perfidiouſnels : Every rich man is, as I taid be- 
fore, God's Steward, and particularly intruſted 
to provide for the indigent parts of his Family, 
ſuch are the poor and needy. Now ifhe leave 
them deſtitute, and ſuffer either his riot or cove- 
touſneſs to feed upon their Portions, what more 
deteſtable falſeneſs can be committed, not only 
in reſpet of them, whoſe right he thus invades, 
but of God alfo, whoſe truſt he abuſes? Many 
other enormities there are in Uncharitablenelſs, 
which as ſo. many misſhapen limbs concur to the 
making up this deformed Monſter ; bur I ſhall 
ſuppoſe it; ſufficient to have: pointed out theſe 
two, which being the moſt profeſtly contrary to 
ingenuity, I muſt hope will carry a very ayerting 
appearance tothoſe who ſo.eſpecially-pretend't9 
that quality. /: -- & 

.Xo,. To. this: poſitive! port of duty, the being, 
rich 1 good works, wetind the Apoſtle connects a, 
negative, | 1 Tim. 6. 17. Charge them: that be rich 
in this world that they be. not high-minded; nor truſt 
is uncertaig riches. And weneed notreſort to im- 
plicite faith-in the Author,. to perſwade us of the 
areat-Propriety and fitnels of theſe cautions; tis 
tooevidentithat Pride and -Confidence are diſea- 
ſes that uſually breed in full and gpulent fortunes, 
and as they ſpring fromthe fame root, ſo do they, 
ike: neighbouring branches, mutually ſhelter 


and 
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and ſupport one another. He that is high-mind- 
ed, abhors the ſubmiſſion of any forreign depen- 
dence, andtheretore gladly anchors on any thing 
he can call his own ; and thinking his wealth 
moſt properly ſo, he has as great an aptneſs, as 
Holy F0b expreſſes an averſion, to make Gold his 
hope, and to ſay to the fine go!d, thou' art my confe- 
dence, Fob 31. 24. On the other ſide, he that 
truſts in his Wealth, is by that fortified in his 
pride. It is 4riftotic's obſervation, that wealth 
makes contumelions and inſolent ; which I pre- 
fume he infers not only from experience, but 
reaſon allo ; for the ground-work of humili 
being the ſenſe of impotence and defe&, he that 
aſſumes a ſelf-(ufficiency, undermines that foun- 
dation, and inſtead of it lays the Baſis af the quite 
contrary temper, all haughtineſs -and elation of 
mind. A memorable example of this-we have in 
the inſolent reflections of Nebuchudsl Far, Dan. 
4. 30. which had withal ſodiſmala conſequent, as; 
methinks, ſhould like Lo#'s wife remain/a perpe- 
tual monument to deter others from all appbogchics 
towards the Uke vanity. -' | KITUES 
iT. AND certainly it 15-a moſt* important: 
concernment of rich men, to fence themſelves 
againſt this double temptation ; to which purpoſe 
they can hardly find a more complete armour,. 
than what they may borrow from one ſhort ſen= 


tence of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 4.7. What hafl. thos 


that thow haſt not received? Let them look on. 
themſelves as mere Receivers, and then” with: 
what pretence can they pride themſelves in that! 

| 4 wherein 
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wherein they are barely paſſiye? Nay-indeed-if 
it be throughly ſcann'd, thele Receits imply cauſe 
rather of ſhame than boaſting 3 the being filled 
from anothers hand, is a ſure Argument'(and ta- 
cit Reproach) of a natural and original empti- 
neſs; and-if God. have. dealt fo liberally with 
them, they may colle&, 'tis in compliance not 
with their merits, but infirmities ;. his having 
made them richis a ſtrong, preſumption, 'he ſaw 
them not prepared- to- be innocently.poor : And 
ſure Pride muit bea ſubtile Alchymiſt, that can 
hence extract matter of. vanity, and might with 
equal Logick have perfwaded the Fews to glory in 
thoſe indulgences, which were granted them only 
for the hardneſs of their hearts. | 

12,'I'N like manner if they refle& on their 
riches as received, it renders them alſo a moſt un- 
fit objet of I7ft. For if they were given, they 
may. allo be-taken away, -, We. hold all by that 
old 7exare, which the Lawyers {tyle 4/odinm, be- 
cauſe it is from ncne but-God: and his-gifts ( of 
this kind at leaſt) are never ſo abſolute, 'as to 2x- 
clude power of revocation. -. He then that enjoys 
2 thing not-upon right but bounty,.. cult as his 
benefactor; how-far he js to preſume-qn. it... And. 
ifthey would do ſo in this. caſe, they.wguld feon 
be reſolved*how. little confidence were -to be re-. 
poſed in wealth. They may hear Godthe great. 
Patron. tell them by Solomon, that riches, make. 
themſelvgs mings, and fly away.as an Fagle,Prov.23.- 
5..by Chrift,; that the Treaſures which they lay up. 
here are liableto the Moth, and ruſt, and thieves, 
viel | anc 
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and by the Apoſtle, that they are uncertain riches. 
Nay indeed, if they would but ask themſelves, 


their own daily experience and obſervation, that - 


would bear the ſame teſtimony. Every day al- 
moſt gives fome renewed inſtance of it, What 
multitudes of accidents/are there to which mens 
g00ds are liable? A rough Wind; a' tempeſtu- 
ous Sea finks at once the Merchant and his Ship : 
an ill ſeaſon, an hungry ſoil eats out the Huſl- 
bandmen : - and they who run not either of theſe 
hazards, thoſe whom neither the water nor the 
earth ſwallow up, a Fire may yet conſume. And 
can there any ſecurity be fancied in that wealth, 
which is thus a prey to each element ſingle, and 
yet-moreoften to them united in man, to whoſe 


trauds or violetices-more have owed their impo- 
veriſhing,” than to any ofthe former accidents ? 


 Andnow what greater infatuation'can there be; 
. than toplacea truft-on that which-is fo flitting 
and unfteady, to lean on a broken reed, or in 
Solomons phraſe, to ſet ones eyes upon that which is 

uot ? an 
' 13. BUT if by an impoſlible ſuppoſition, 
we ſhould imagine Riches to be aspeririafient, as 
they are indeed tranſitory: yet unleſs they had as 
well Strength as conſtancy; they could with no 
reaſon be depended '0n.” - He that ſtays by his 
friend tothe laſt minute, if he have no+power to! 
afſiſt him, is only a ſpedtator, not 4 reliever of 
_ hisſufferings. And alas how many miſeries are 
men ſubject to, in which wealth can give thernd 
aid ! Is a man afflicted in his body with pain hrs 
nates 
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Indies are not a competent price for a minutes 
eaſe,” an hours ſleep. 1s he perſecuted in his 
Name with reproach? *Tis not whole Izgots of 
gold that will top the mouth of Fame : nay of- 
tentimes the obloquy is it ſelf merely the proge- 

ny of his wealth, that breeding envy; 'and envy 
detracion.. - But if the ſore lie yet deeper; 1f1t be 
the Soul that ſuffers, that is yet farther removed 
frompoſſibility of reliefthis way. TIF it ſuffer as 
a {lave under the dominion of fin, no treaſure 
cafi redeem from that vaſſalage. Wealth does 
indeed too often by. adminiſtring temptation 
ſtrengthen thoſe: chains, - but- it cannot break 
them, 4s appears too evidently by the number of 
ſuch rich bordmen. ' If Itgroan under the guilt 
of fin; -labour-under the terrors of an acculing 


_ Confeience,: alas pold isno'balm to a wounded 


ſpirit :- the Jazuries which -thar has ſupported 
may help topierce, but it has no power tot heal. 
Orlaſtly,4t the Soul fall-finally under the' pu- 
niſhmmnent of fm; there is no-'commuting that pe- 
native, buying off that ſmart :' Riches: abuſed 
may-indeed fwell the accomptz ' and multiply the 
ſtxipes,” but they'can never bribe the remilfion of 
ay, The'Wile-man hathaſſured us this, Prov. 
1H1'\4. Riches profit- not 1 the day of wrath. | Nor. 
doesthis carry' any oppoſition to the counſel of 
our Saviour, | Ewke 16. 9..of making friends of the 
Mammon of  #nvighteouſneſs: for ie refers not 
there to any ntural- or' inherent property of 
riches, but'only to that extrinlick and accidental 
adyantage may be made of them proportionably 
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to what was ſaid before of -the unjuſt Sreward, 


whoſe dextrous managery . was it that rendred. 


his Lords debts ſo uſeful to him ; not that they 
had any proper innate vertue to ſecure him/from 
the neceſſity either of begging or digging. And 
therefore we ſee Chriſts words run not in an An- 
_ nunciative,. but an Exhortatory ſtyle: he tells 
us not that. eMammon ſhall make us friends, but. 
excites us to make that our own care, and by. a: 
prudent :diſpalure to- make it. ſubſeryient to an. 
_ endaboveits nativeefficacy. But all this is ſure. 
very reconcileable -with that natural impotency. 


we have obſerved in it. . Wealth charitably dil: | 


poſed may have excellent effecs,. but yet thoſe 
are to be a{ctibed to the: Charity, -not the wealth, 
which itillremains in.itsown eflence the ſame un; 
aivelump in theCheſt, that-it was in the Mine; 
like the heathen Deities, unable to-protect: ts: 
molt zealous Idolaters. + As a further: inſtance: 
whereof may addthat which will ſound very; 
like a riddle, that riches cannot deliver even from, 
preſent: Want: which yet is demonſtrably true. 
in all thoſe rich Miſers- whoſe bellies are lanks: 
whiletheir coffers-are full ; a fort-of: Tantalized: 
creatures; 'not: peculiar' only to-this/ latter ages: 
for we find them deſertbed by Salomon, Eccleftaſe.: 
6. 2. A man to whom:God hath given riches, -wealth 
and honout; ſo that he wanteth nothing for his foul, 
of all that he defireth, yet (30d giveth. him not power: 
: Foeat thereof. - So unfignificanta thing 1s wealth; ; 
that without the addition of a new/power, 1t.en-. 
ables hum not to receive the leaſt benefit from .1t. 

14. WHEN 


” 
. 
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'.14. WHEN all this is conſidered, what is 
there in wealth that can invite the leaſt confi- 
dence, fince it appears fo'utterly unable to ſecure 
men. in their. moſt important. intereſts, nay todo 
that which ir moſt immediately and moft colou- 
rabl PR__ to, the keeping: them from want ?. 
And therefore he that will not run-himſelfupon 
that ſad. defeat. of being . diſappointed in his 
truſts, - failed in his greateſt exigents, muſt look 
out for ſome firmer grounds whereon to build. But 
alas! our-ſoil affords it not: .all here below was 
lgng-{ince pronounced, - by .one that wanted nei- 
ther wiſdom nor experience, to be Vanity. Such 
mutations. and-viaiſirudes attend all ſublunary 
things, that he that attempts to. ere& any du-. 
rable ſatisfaction on them,  out-does the folly of 
that ; abſurd ; archite&' Chriſt mentions, and 
builds not -on''the ſand, but water: and in this 
tence the world is: ſtill under a deluge, not fo' 
muon dry ground, as where adove may reſt her 
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p 15..W E.,are then driven by way of neceſſary 
+: | refuge,.. to. that which ſhould be our voluntary 
4; | choice, to coine home to. the 4rk to ſhelter our. 
.. | {Elves under his wings, where alone we may ſe 

2. | curely reft, | and according to the advice which 
h || the Apoltleſubjoyns to: thele cautions,” to truſt i» 
ol, | 7+ fivingGod,, And' to: dothis amidſtallthe ſe- 


ducements:of Wealth, ; tv ſee through atl thoſe 
miſts which the tumes of Plenty raiſe,and-whileft 
they-enjoy.the gift, to confide.only in'the Giver, 
is indiſpenſably the duty, and ſhould bethz a_ 
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Ot every one, to whom S: Pautdirecsthis charge, 
all that are rich in this wartd, $i pe2"r; 1 $1 


16, ANÞP. ſuch.in the laft place are to-take 


notice of another branch; of their obligation; and 
that 15to uſe that advantage which their Wealth 
cives them, towards the exerciſe of Texperance ? 
which indeed can never/be known'to' be truly 
fuch, but when there are opportunities and tem- 


 ptations to the contrary. . He that hath-nothing - 


wherewith to maintain a'Riot, leaves itdoubtful 
both to others and himſelf, whether-his Abftinen- 
ces be theeffeRs of Povertyior: Temper ; but he 
that has all the fuel for Luxary, - and/yet permits 
it not to Kindle, he approves his/Sobriety- to be 
indeed -his Choice, net-his fate. And this-is a 
moſt excellent : priviledge of Wealth -and' 
though 'tis to be doubted ir ſcarce: finds'room in' 
moſt of our Catalogues, yet certainly it'merits' 
a principal place, as being much 'the greateſt of 
all thoſe, which refte& only upon"xhs perſon; 
himſelf. This reſiſting of Temptations 1s truly' 
that Heroick- courage worthy of-thoſe that pre- 
tend: to Honour,fit to. denominate 's'Gallunt wan.” 
I wih thoſe who. ſeek? that reputation by many” 
raſh and unwarrantable Adventures, would here: 


entertain their youthfal : Ardours;' this being "y 


Field where. they may be-aſfured never to want" 
Combatants.: One while G/ueroxy preſents itſelf, 


armed with the allurementsof a full and- delicate” 
Table :  andthough one' would think ihim but 4 
deſpicable Affailant, that has only -che_ Kiechin” 
for his: armory; © yet experience ſhows us; thofe 
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edglefs weapons may vie with the keeneit for 
the mortzlae(s of their effedts. At another time 
Druxkenneſirſends a Challenge. by delicious Li- 
quor, cheerful and diverting Company, and that 
not without menace of infamy to him, who ſhall 
own ſo much rel:gious cowardile, as to fear to 
hazard his Sobriety in, the encounter. Some- 
times again Luft attaches him with the piercing 
darts, the killing glances of a proſtitute Beauty. 
In the mean tine ride, the moſt ſhe and trea- 
cherous of all thereſt, is perpetually. laying am- 
buſhes for hmm in the adorations of his Flatterers, 
the Vanity of tis Attire, and innumerable kinds 
of Excefles. And now what Kright-Errand 
would. with for more Encounters? Or why 
ſhould 'men- range abroad to.invite Quarrels, 
whilſt they: tamely ſuffer: :-fach Troops of ene- 
mies to bid! them daily defiance ? *Tis, they ſay, 


a Maxim among the Swordmen, That he that has 


once been buffled, is ever after an incompetent Chal- 
lenger : 1 wiſhit might have this one ſober appli- 
cation, thar men would ſuſpend all other Dzels, 


till they have righted rhemielves on their Vices, 


and by ſome ſignal Conqueſts. redeemed them- | 


lelves from that obloquy and defamation; which 
thelemean,. yet miulting Adyerſaries have expo- 
ſed rhem to. - THEE 


17. HAVING fhewed what Uſes are duly 


to'be made of Weakh, let us: now look back, and 


eonfider whether any of them be ordinarily diſ- 
cernible in Prattice:.” And; bere we ſhall meet 


with: one fort of men, who'ftumble at the very 


EF. 2 | threſhold / | 


68 THE GENTLEMAN'S. CALLING. © 


threſhold, thar fail in that firſt parzof gury, 60 
which all the reſt depend ; 1 mean thoſe. who b 


aſupine negligence ſuffer their Efutes. to moul- * 


der and conſume inſenſibly, for wantof an eaſie 


inſpection and overſight. Of ſuch as theſe former - 


Ages have afforded inſtances, and doubtleſs the 
preſent allo, though the number of the luxuri- 
ous waſters donow ſo overwhelm them, that they 
are the leſs diſcernible. And though this ſeem 
to be the effe& only of ſloth, yet certainly there 
are other concurrents to it, generally thels two: 
firſt ſuch an overweening of their wealth, that 
they think it inexhauſtible ; and ſecondly an opi- 
nion that it is a mean and peaſantly thing for a 
Gentlemanto give himſclf the trouble of looking 
after his fortune. The' motives are too ridicu- 
. tous to deſerve a confutation; but in the mean 
time it cannot but extort pity, to ſce Families 
ruined by fuch vain whimſies. And what tole- 
rable account can ſuch a Parent give to his beg- 
ger'd Off-ſpring, to whom 'tis very likely he may 


propagate the pride and ſloth which made the 


mere managery of an Eſtate too: hard for him, 
and yet withal bequeaths them theſadder toil of 
getting one? Nay, what account can he give to 
God, from whom he received it,- in order to ſe- 
veral ends, if he thus at once defeat them all? 
'Twas a Command to the Fews, [that they. ſbould 
zot cut down Fruit-trees, though it were for ſo 
neceſſary an ule as to advance 4 Szege, Dent. 20, 19. 
- But this is the hewing. down that Stock, from 
which ſo much good Fruit ſhould- ſpring, go. 
WF | 18+ 
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that without any pretence either of neceſſity or 
reaſon. iT 

18, OUR next view will preſent us with 
ahother ſort of perſon, who as much tranſgreſles 
the duty of contentedneſs in both the parts of it. 
"Tis no prodigy to ſee men, whom God hath at- 
forded the portion of the rich, ſcarce to allow 
themſelves that of the poor; ſo letting their eye 
be evileven to themſelves, becauſe God 1s good, 
The Egyptians. were ſuch jealous Reverers of 
thoſe Creatures which they worſhipped, that he 
that violated them was in dazger of ſtoring, F xod. 
8. 26, S0 theſe men who have let up their Wealth | 
for their God, - pay it ſo much veneration, that as 
they are impatient to have it invaded by others, 
ſo they are afraid to offer the leaſt- violence to it 
themſelves. They have Inſhrined it to receive 


| theiradorations, and itis now become Sacriledge- 


(indeed the only one they ſcruple) to debale it to 
the ſupply of their neceſſities. They are {trange - 
auſterities which the Votaries of this Deity will 
endure, even beyond the mortifications of the 
moſt rigid Aſce:zzch, Their whole lives are a per- 
petual contradiction to all the appetites of Na- 
ture; yet alas! that infers here no compliance 
with thoſe of Grace, but as if they meant to. ſet 
up a Third party in the world, they equally op- 
pole theſe. And now he that thus oppreſſes him- 
{elf, - no wonder if he do the like to others, if he 


 extort the utmoſt that either power or fraud can 


wring from-any. And that this work may not be 
retarded,he is provided of variety of inſtruments 
To, = 
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for it. © Sometimes Bribery muſt give him a legal 
colour to rob his neighbour. 'Or if a Witnels 
provea better pexy-worth than the. Judge, Subor- 
nation ſhall do the buſineſs. Sometimes Extor- 
tion ſhall prey upon a needy Creditor, and that 
not only with the flower gnawings of theCanker, 
but with the more ravenous devourings of the 
Vulture. Sometimes the Rack 1s brought out, 
and a poor Tenant faftned on it, and there {o 
ſtrained and diſtorted, that he can never knir 
again to any competent ſubliftence. Sometimes 
again a poor neighbouring Prodigal ſhall be ſpur- 
red on to farther riot, fed with money, that fo by 
a forfeited Mortgage he may ſexe on his Eſtate, 
. In a word, 'twere endleſs to reckon up all the en- 
gines of rapine which this greedy Invader hath in 
his magazine. And ofſuch a one'l prefume every 
man will pronounce, that he notoriouſly violates 
the precept of Contentednels. 
' I9. BUT though thus be the groſleſt, yet 1s 
he not the only Tranſgreſfor. There is allo ao- 
ther more plauſible ſort, who. though they do 
not thus ſeek to encreaſe their wealth at other 
mens coſts, yet do it too much at their own; 
whoſe Brains.are mere. forges of Projects, perpe: 
tually hammering out ſome new Contrivance for 
gain, that continually travel in birth of ſome 
treſh Improvement, ſuffer all the pangs and 
throws ot acarking folicitude in purſuit of it. - 1 
know this piece of Covetouſucfi hath better luck 
than the reſt, and paſles' for a creditable thing, 
under the ſpecious name off good, husbandry ; Fo 
: © th "  fure 
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ſure if4t be throughly penetrated, it- will appear 
no leſs oppoſite to Contentment than the for- 
mer. + Nor can that guilt be invaded by thoſe 
that fay, they ſeek to advance their Fortunes, 
not out of the Miſers deſign of hoarding up, but 
out of the more generous purpole of living more 
ſplendidly. For ſure he that covets more to - 
ſpend, 1s as little contented in his portion, as 
he that covets more to lay up: he that thinks 
his Table too ſcanty, his equipage too low, is 
as far: from being {arisfied, as he that thinks his 
land too little, his bag too empty. So that 
'tis apparent theſe arrows come out of- the 
ſame quiver, . though they: be ſhot at ſeveral 
mans © Eris! | 

20, AND between both ' theſe motives of 
griping, no wonder if the Duty f 4/ms-giving be 
crowded into a very narrow compaſs. Thar ex- 
cellent vertue of Charity has indeed much of 
the Image and impreſs of Chrift upon it : -but the 
World-has given 1t a further kind of conformity 
with him than he ever delign'd, its cruct5xion 
between Covetouſneſs and Luxury, being the 
counterpart of his hangize between the Thieves, 
There wants only one member of the- parallel, 
the breaking the: legs of thele Malefaitors; which 
God khows our Sowldzers, nay many armies of 
them have not. been able to do. The many in- 
ſatces theſe times have given of the ijudden dit- 
{pation of mens Idolized heaps, have not yet 
diſciplined the Worldling,- as to perſwade him 
to tay i'd his treaſhre ns heaven, And the loud _ ; 
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of God to weeping and mourning 4nd girding with 
ſackcloth, have moſt prepoſterouſly been Eccha- 
ed back with the louder noiſe of mens revellings, 
and wild jollities. And then they who thus 
deſpiſe the judgments of God, . are very unlike- 
ly to compaſſionate the miſeries of men, and I 
doubt thereare' many who thus anſwer the cha- 
racer 6f the unjuſt Fudge, Luke 18. that neither 
fear God mor regard man, nay that far outgo him 
-12 1inexorableneſs of: temper. He was to be 
wrought upon by importuntty ; but fo petrified are 
theſe mens bowels, that no prayers nor tears 
. can diſſolve them. *Tis a much eaſier task to 
dig Metal out of its native Mine, than to fetch 
it out of the covetous mans Coffer, The Earth, 
though the hide, yetiſhe guards not her treaſure, 
'tis acceſſible. to the induſtry of any that will 
ſearch for it: but he like an 4rgws ſtands Cen- 
_ tinel about his, and ſounds an alarm upon the 
remoteſt appearance of a poor ſuppliant. With 
what. jealoulie does he eye any that he can but 
fancy to come upon that ungrateful errand, and 
then how many arts: has he to prevenr the aſ- 
fault? Orifby tome extraordinary Charm all his 
"eyes have ſoſlept at once, that he happen to be 
ſurprized, oo he has ſo many weapons of defence, 
that the atlailant ſhall gain little by it, 'but the 
ſhame of an open repulſe, being ſure to find 
him impregaable. - As'tor the Voluptuary, he has 
ſo many expenhive luſts to maintain, that he has 
difficulty enouglr how to gratifie all them inthe 
. diſtriburion of his wealth; they are competi- 
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tors to each other, yet joyn to keep out that 
which would bea common one to them all. He 
that grudges not the wildeſt profuſions of his 
wealth, yet thinks an Alms will undo him. *Tis 
the grand bulineſs of his life to contrive ways of 
expence ; yet when any obje&t of Charity pre- 
ſents,one, he becomesthrifty on the ſudden, like 
the Sexſitive plant ſhrinks at that touch, and that 
open hand of his clutches as faſt, as if ſome con- 
vulſion had contracted it. Thus totally havemen 
forgot upon what terms their wealth was given 
them, and thereby like miſerable Chymiſts, ex- 
trac Poyſon out of Cordials, a Curſe out of a 
Bleſſing. Riches were deſigned by God to be 
ſubſervient to that Compaſſion which he has im- 
planted in humane nature : but now they are be- 
come the means of ſuppreſſing and eradicating it. 
Rich men look upon poor, as if they were crea- 
tures of another ſpecies, things wherein they 
were perfe&tly unconcerned. *Tis Stradz's fan- 
cy, that there 1s {uch a ſympathy raiſed between 
two Needles touched by the ſame Loadſftone, that 


perſons at the greateſt diftance may by the conſent of 


their motion maintain 4 correſpondency. T ſhall 
not undertake for the truth of the Experiment; 
but however methinks tis matter of reproach to 


us, that theſe inanimate creatures ' ſhould have 


ſo much' obſervable accord, as to give pretence 
for ſuch a conjecture, whileſt men who have ſo 
many undoubted prineiples of union both from 
natureand grace, - have quite extinguiſhed all ef- 
tes of them. 'That too many have ſo, there 


needs 
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needs no other evidence than the many unſuc- 
cour'd extremities of the Poor. For how elle 
can it become poſſible, that one. rank of men 
ſhould gluttonize, and another ſtarve? That he 
that thinks it death to endure either the want or 
moderation 'of a Meal, ſhould never - conſider 
what are the gripings @ the ftill empty fto- 
mach? that he ſhould without all regret tee his 
own humane nature pining and languiſhing in 
the perſon of his poor brother, whileſt 1n him- 


ſelf 'tis oppreſt with the quite contrary excelles, - 


and might be relieved in-both by a more equal di- 
{tribution ? 

21, A ND now whocan ſufficiently deplore 
the wants of the Poor, ſhall Iſay, or rather the 1n- 
humanity ofthe Rich! This ſurely is the {adder 
ſpectacle of the two: . the one only ſuffers, the 
other fins. And that ſuffering too may end in 
eternal refreſhment, whereas the other in endleſs 


torment. - Lazarus reſts in Abrahams boſom,when © 


the uncharitable Glutton fries in perpetual flames, 
And oh thatrhis were throughly weighed, that 
they would conſider that every degree of unmer- 
cifulneſs theyſhew toothers,revertswithareboun- 
_ dedforceupon themſelves! Alas, 'tis not ſo much 
the poor mans body, as their own ſouls, that ſue 


for their alms. And whenever they ſhut up their 


bowels of compaſſion from the one, what do they 
but opewyiCer rapdc, ſeal up Gods Forehouſes and 
treaſuries from the other ? When they deny the 
crnjzs from their table, they deny themlelves a 
frop of mater b9 cool their tongues, = 


22, BUT 
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22, BUT LIfear this of Vlberality may paſs 
for a moderate crime in this Age, when fo many 
are guilty of another fo far tranicending it. | For 
do we not ſee divers, who inftead of abating their 
Exceſles to relieve the poor, do m4:tain their 
Riot upon them? Itthe deſperate Debts of poor 
Tradeſmen were examined, I doubt -not this 
would appear a fad truth. *Tis become fo faſhr 
onable a thing to run into Scores, and to un- 
faſhionable to pay them, that he is ſcarce thought 


well-bred, that has not bankrupted one art leaſt / 


of each Trade he deals with. "Their only care ts 
to get credulous Merchants, who io long as they 
truft pour thall have fair words, bur if once 


their faith fail, then, as if the So/zfrd/an doctrine 


had ftretcht itſelf into Traffick as well as Di- 
vinity, they are pronounced Reprobates, ' and as 


ſalicitouſly avoided. as the Separarift ſhuns a per- 


ſon whom he ts pleaſed to:call carnal.” Poſterns 
and obſcure paſlages are contrived on purpoſe 
to eſcape them;- fo that 2 poor Greditor - muſt 
give many deve. nay moneths attendances, be- 
tore he cats {© ſurpriſe 2 Gemt/eman, as to-come 
but to-ask- his own; and then the beſt return he 
uſually meets with, is fome empty promiles to 
bribe a delay. | But ſometimes he fares much 
woxle,:and as: if *twere # crime not toftarve ft 
lently, he is-revited and reproached, and harſh 
and contumelious language become his only fay- 
ment: It has been received| as a Maxim, F6at 
we axe all kind to owr own creatwres: But this cate 
thews 'tis. No. univerſal rule; ns =c 
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make poor men, are of all others the moſt bar- 
| barous to them in their poverty. But let thoſe 
who thus ſhuffle 6f their Reckonings with men, 
remember that there will come a day, when the 
ſhall not be able to decline their Accompt to God. 
And with what horrour and confuſion muſt they 
appear at that Audit, when they ſhall be charged 
not only with the miſpending their own eſtates, 
but other mens, the having added robbery to un- 
 mercifulneſs ? RS | 

23. IF in the next place we ſhall refle& on 
the Apoſtles caution of zo being high-minaded or 
truſting in uncertain riches, we muſt turn to our 


Bibles to be ſatisfied there was ever any ſuch 


charge given, there is ſo little of it to be read 
in mens practices. Humility is a plant, that is 
carefully weeded out of all rich grounds, ac- 
counted a mean degenerous quality, that like 
Treaſon attaints the blood, and: forfeits Nobili- 

. Geztlemen, though they are for the moſt 
part very guiltleſs of the Phariſee's abſtinence, 
the faſting twice a week, do yet tranſcribe the 
worle = of his copy, the —_— they are not 
like other men, and believe it a juftice they owe 
their birth to do ſo. They have mounted them- 
ſelves aloft, and looking down from thoſe Pina- 
cles of Honour, all below ſeem little and con- 
' temptible, creeping _ of the Earth, Worms 

and no Mex. Tam not fo tor confounding of Qua- 
 lities, asto exact they ſhould chooſe their Inti- 
mates and Companions out of the loweſt rank. 
I know Prudence as well as Pride has drawn a 


Partitiqn- 
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Partition-wall. between them ( though perhaps 
the latter has raiſed it to an unneceſſary height ) 
but I wiſh it might be remembred, . that as the 
Precept.of Noz eating . Blood was deſigned not 
for it ſelf, but as an Hedge againſt Murder, ſo 
that juſt diſtance, which Order recommends be- 
tween the Noble and the Mean, is valuable only 
as a fence againſt baſe and ignoble practices ; true 
greatneſs conſiſting in deſpiſing not, the perſons; 
but the vices: ofthe vulgar. Yet herealas! the 
ſcene is quite changed, and many who look the - 
moſt faſtidioully on the one, , will yet mix freely 
with-the other; and while they ſoar the high- 
eft in the opinion of their ſuperiority, do yet 
ſtoop to the ſordid beſtialities of the moſt abje& 
of men. : Nay, indeed-this Lure does ſometimes 
make: many of them deſcend- even from their 
punctilioes, . and thoſe who at another meeting 
muſt have look'dfor no other treatment but what 
St. Fames deſcribes, Fam. 2. 3. Stand thou there, 
or fit here under my foot-ſtool, ſhall inthe rounds 
of fellowſhip be equal with the: beſt: . ſuch 
a Leveller is Debauchery,. that it. takes off all 
diſtia&ions. But inthe mean time how great a 
ſhame is it, that ſuch vicious motives ſhall have 
force enough to make, them thus degrade them- 
ſelves, when all the Engagements of Chriſtianity 
are not able to do that which is much leſs, to 
abate any thing of thoſe tumours, thoſe: ſwelling 
conceits of their own greatneſs or (inthe Pſat- 
miſf's phraſe ) to make them know themſelves to be 

24, NOR 
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24, NOR has the other branch 'of the cau- 
tion any better ſucceſs among them. *Tis in 
many of them too difcernible, that they place 
that Traft im uncertain Kiches, which they ſhould 
repoſe only in the /i2ing God ; fo making his 
Gifts his Kiivals and raiſing him a- Competitor 
evenof his own Bounty. For this we need no 
other ways of probation, than only toexamine, 
whether it-is, that in any caſe of difficulty or 
diſtreſs they-make their earlieft and moſt impor- 
tunate addrefſles, for there we may conclude them 
to fix the greateſt confidence. And t fear 'tis 
too appatent, that where' wealth makes but an 
' the {lighteſt pretences, ' (promiſes the leaſt aid, 
though- but remote, and at the fecond- hand; tt 
Has moſt of their applications. Thas in caſe of 
| Diſeaſe, they whoſe plenty enables them for the 
: coftlier methods of cure; ts not their firſt refort 
-chither ? Do not their Fees fly faſter than their 
'Prayers?* And are they not much haftier to-in- 
wite the Phyfician than the Divine? 'Nay, in- 
'eed the latter is fcare ever admitted, till the 
*former have forfakenthem; a ſhrewd indication, 
where their prime hopes are built, So agam- in 
any difaftrous event, the firft —_ is whether 
 Mony will heat the Wound, ' He-that 1s un- 
der the' diſpleaſure of a Superior, ''feeks to i 4 

A 


'peaſe by Preſents, or Huys the firndſbip 
Blaſts, Afts 12. 20. to mediate for him.” He that 
is brought before a Tribunal, endegvours with 


the ſame golden Engine*to draw. off Kis Profe- . 


gutor, to bend and incline his Judge. : He whoſe 
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Wealth makes him purſued as a deſirable-Prey, 
expects his fafety even from that which is the 
original of his 'danger; andas if like a Scorpion it 
alone could cureits own fting, tries whether a 
part will ſecure the whole. And in the mean 
time no attempt.is made tocall in God to their 
reſcue; as if he werean Idle unconcern'd. Specta- 
tor .of humane affairs, or ſo 'inconſiderable an 
Ally, as not to be worth the care of engaging 
him on their fide. Nay even. in their laſt-and 
dreadfulleſt danger, many ſeem not to quit. their 
dependence on their_Wealth ; ſome Teſtamentary ' 
Gharities ruſt: then do wonders for them,. and 
paſs for all 'thoſe Fruzrs of Repentance, which 
ſhonld ſecure them i from the Wrath . to, come, 
Even thoſe that have drunk the blood ofthe 
Poor, ſuffered the: molt of: it. to incorporate into 
their Eſtates, | think |by diſgorging ſome. {mall 
part:of it (which perhaps lies crude, not yet 19 
digeſted) ins Legacy, to caſe their conſciences:; 
ſo-adapting/ their Reſtiturions to their Rapines 
only in this:one: reſpect; that thoſe as. well ag 
theſe are of another mans goads:; they never-gom- 
- mencing tilt death hath diffeized them of all pro- 
priety, as if the Iniquity. of the Fathers, were in 
this ſence to be viſited upon: the! Chilarex., Thus 
cheir Wills become: their only Paſs-port, ; 10.-con- 
vey them. to. Abraham's boſom. and by thus c4- 
joling the Poor at parting,” they truſt :th,qextin- 

wh the clamours ofall former :oppreſſions,. and 
m 'ſpight of Slane will hope,. that Kighes ſpell 
Profit-mm the day of -rerath. | will: not; hese be 
DHHS per- 
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| they turn thar ſtream, which ſhould: flow in Cha- 


- not conſider; they had Eyes to: be fed as 


._I—. - 
- . © 
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pertinent to inquire how many other objects. of 
Truſt they have,” which: divert them from that 
one, to which the Apoſtle dire&s them.  -It may 
ſuffice in general to ſay,” that none: can be ſuppo- 
ſed indeed 70.ruſt on the living God; but thoſe who 


by ſincere piety qualifie themſelyes for his prote- 


dion; - according to which meaſure tis to be fear- 
ed many even of the faireſt pretenders will be ex- 
cluded/+- 5-597 | Fa 

25. I F' now weproceed to the /aff part of the 
Rich mans Duty, the exerciſe of Temperanc} we 


may without an Azgur divine the return, of that 


Inqueſt. ' For it having formerly appeared,. that 


rity, to make thefullercurrent-for their Luxury, 


"tis viſible they are far from deſigning any. ſelf- | 
denial. -- But if that: inference--were.. not -proof 
enough of it, they daily -give. us; ocular demon- 
ſtrations: Whar - ſtudious proviſions do. they, (| | 
make for'the fleth zo fulfil rhe luſts thereof ? Rong, n 
I 3, 14; Nature affords not Meat: delicate enough: | . 
for their-palats; it muſt be adulterated with the G 
coſtly mixtures of Art, before it can become Gem; 
tile nouriſhment, ” And in this they are arrived to: 5 
fuch aniceneſs, that Cookery is' become a very, | + 
myſterious Trade, | the Kitchin has almoſt as f| ... 
many Intricacies as the Schools: - And the quan-, | & 
tity of their Meat is not leſs extravagant [than | 
thekmd': - One that did but examine their Bills Þa 2 


of | Fare;' would 'think-the Dogs ;appetite: were. 
6 'Epidemick- Diſeaſe, among them, if /he:;gdid, 
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Bellies. Nor will they be Ununiform, as not 
to have their Drink bear a full, proportion with 
their Meat; and 'twere well if it did no more, 
that their Drinking had but. thoſe ſet hours of 
their Meals, that ſo there might bear leaſt ſome 
Intervals and Pauſes in their Debauches; where 
as now. many -perſons allow, themfelves . no 
longer Intermifſions than may juſt qualifie thent 
for a new Exceſs; recover their wits wy {o 
far, as may put them in capacity of loſing them 
again; | fore | 

. 26, BUT beſides theſe, there is azother ſort 
of provifion for the fleſh, of which they are no leſs 
ſolicitous, and which many buy in at very dear 
rates. Theembraces of a wife are as nauſeous to 
them, as Marrs to the Iſraelites, *TFis Variety 
they hunt after ; and ſo they might have the Twrk's 
Seraglio, they would not ſtick to take his Maho- 
metaniſm withal, Nay if that were as agreeable 
to their Reaſon to believe, as to their inclinations 
to imbrace, they would certainly reckon it a con- 
ſiderable part of the prize, asthat which tothe 
preſent poſſeſſion ſuperadds a liberal reverſion of 
thoſe brutiſh delights, and would think they had 
made. a very commodious Bargain, to have fo 


| exchanged the Chriſtians preſent purity, and 


nas Heren.:-- 1-5. 0 555 | 

. 27. T O all theſe Exceſſes,. that of their. 4p- 

parel does perfetly correſpond : ſo much coft, 6 

much buſineſs goes to it, that one may almoſt as 

cheaply and eaſily rig out a Ship; as ſer out 4 

Gentlemam in his compleat Equipage. How 
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many Artiticers go there to thepiccing him up? 


| He that ſhould: aſſign him one-to each Limb, 


would\much contra the number, which rs in- 
deed fo great, that if it were compured *tfould 
be found it conftituted moſtfof the Frades ina 
- Common-wealth,. A ſtrange difproportion, that 


the Little World ſhould i much outvie' the - 


Greater ; and a lively inftance-it ts of the multi- 
plying faculty of Vanity, that can improve Na- 
tures ſimple neceſſity of covering, . to- ſuch an 
_ exorbitant excels, and has nurſt up the firſt Fig- 

keaves to ſuch a luxuriant growth, that the Her- 
cintan Oaks, which eMela tells fuch wonders of, 
are buta kind of Pigmy-planr to them that thus 
overipread the World, and from covering of 
Shame, are grown to ſhadow and darken Reafon 


itſelf,” ſocreating a «More! nakednefs, whilft they 


bidea Natural. 

- 28. T O allthereſt we may add their Sports 
and'Recreations, the expenfivenefs whereof is no 
way inferiour -to all the former. Gaming, like 
2 Quick-ſand, -{wallows up a man ina moment ; 
and -how many ſuch Wrecks haye theſe latrer 
Ages produced? Hawks, and Hounds, and Horſes, 
&c- are fomewhat flower devourers, yet as they 
are:. managed by fome, tend much to the fame 
end: fo that me thinks ſuch men ſeem to make 
the ſame menaceto their Eſtates, which Goliah 


did to:Bavid, 2 Sam. 17, 44. T will give thee to 


the fouls of the air, and to the beaſts of the field, 


Su-h-valt mumbersof them they have, and thoſe. 


kept withſuch niceneſs and-curioſity, as TIT 
FEY $$! 2 2G 
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had a defign todebauch the poor animals, and in- 
fe them with their luxury. *Tis now nonews 
in the literal ſence, to have the Chilarens bread 
tyen to Dogs; and it may within a while be as 
little, to have not only their Children, but them- 
felves want it. For Prodigality is of the nature 
of the Viper, and eats, out the bowels of that 
Wealth which gave it birth; and Y#207's fate 
was both Emblem and Story, zo be eaten up with 
his own Dogs. eng: 

29. W E haveſeen now how much their Pra- 
Fice Fwerves from their Duty : Let usnext a lit- 
tle conſider,” whether they might not be happier, 
if they were regulated by it. And firſt, a prudent 
overſight of their Eſtates is fure far from being 
ſuch an oppreffing burden as ſome are willing to 
fancy it; For if it be moderate, and fach only 
E recommend, it is ſuppoſed to excftide all pain- 
ful and diſquieting ſolicitudes, and* ther: it be- 
comes only of the nature of a Divertiſement, 
helps them off with ſome of thoſe ſpare hours, 
whoſe.emptineſs becothes their Load; 'and which 
they would' elſe be in pain, and probably at no 
ſindll coft to diſpoſe of. And I {ee not why it 
fhoutd not be full 2s pleaſant at the itiftant, to 
talk of their own affairs, .as of other mens;Cwhich 
= are the uſual entertainment of thoſe, chat neg- 
et their own; ) to take tip OI home, 
| as rs at the Tavern: And Fam ſtre'tis 
| muchitibreſointheconſequences' of it; agmuch 
: | = Peace 35 abovE Diloord gnd Tumnlt;' Plenty 
" | abbye Sirotice and' Nece abate! > 


ecellty, | - 
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30.. N'EX T for Contentment, univerſal con- 
ſent ſuperſedes the labour of proving that a hap- 
pinels, it being. unanimouſly accorded. to be the 


Elixir :;:and Quinteſſence of all that pretends to 


that title;; to be to all theſe outward things, as 
the Soul isto the Body, .that-which.animates and 
inſpirits them, without which hey AR ut dead, 
' .yea noifome carcaſſes, preflures inſtead of enjoy- 

ments... .'This is the true :F hiloſophers = that 
turns all it touches into Gold; the poer”man 1s 
Rich with: it, and the. Richeſt poor: without it. 
Whoever therefore deſires to improve his Eſtate, 
let hin begia his cultuee or husbgndry npon his 
mind, plant there this. Tree of Life, the ſhade 
whereof will yield him a perpetual refreſhment, 
*twill make. him always'as Rich as hedeſires to 
.be; and he certainly knows not what. he asks, 
that demangls more. = 


- wt 4 . 


31.. THE next Duty that of Liberality, 


may perhaps be thought not to have {o- amiable 
an aipect;;\but it is only. by thoſe who look upon 
it through falle Glaſſes: men.generally conſider 
it as a miece of ſpiritual rapine,: an Engine framed 
| by Divines to force open their-Coffers, and plun- 
, der them wirhout a War. But ifthey, would but 
turathe right end ofthe Perpedive, 'twould then 
_ have. a, quite. contray.-appearance ;, they would 


oy 


diſcern that it is the- means to' multiply, not dr 
,miniſh their {tore,. a more profitable-way of uſu- 
xy, than any the greedieſt Extortioner hath ever 
pen Out... T1: 4 lending. tothe Lord, ; Prov.: 19. 

x7. who ſurely is the moſt ſolyent. Debtor any 
Yr IATA ne. © 6-43 = | malt 
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can deal with, and one who never makes ſcanty 
retributions. This Iam. confident might be at- 
teſted eventually true by all thoſe who have at- 
tempted to make rhe experiment. The only pre- 
judice that canlje againſt their Teſtimony 1s the 
paucity” of thoſe that have fo attempted ( and 
would to God:;:men would conſpire to folve that 
Objection ) for were all charitable perſons ſum- 
mon'd to' give in their accounts, I doubr not it 
would appear their bounty had enriched; not im- 
poveriſhed them. Tam fure I have met with ſe- 
yeral remarkable inſtances. of it, but never yet 
with one tothe contrary : and therefore if either 
reaſon or preſident may have force, he that cont 
ders but rightly his own temporal Intereſt cannot 
but have appetite to this Duty, in reſpect of him- 
felt. . And yet where there are many bowels, this 
is. but a faint inducement compared with that 
which arifes from the calamities of the perſons 


toberelieved. The wants of the Poor are loud 


and paſſionate Orators, ſuch as cannot. miſs to 
work upon any, on whom covetauſnels hath not 
firſt wrought the unhappy Metamorphoſis, of 
turning them into ſtone. te theſe having once 
conveyed -into a mans mind a compaſſionate re- 

ret, himſelf groans- under that preſſure, which 
he ſees cruſhing the other : and then what can be 
more pleaſant than by a ſeaſonable charity to eaſe 
both ? None doubts of the Receivers delight, but 
ſurethat, is ſhort of the Givers, -by how much the 
interior ſenſe is more ſubtile and acute than the 
exterior, Would Ged thoſe who make it their 
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Trade to hunt after pleafures, would try but this 


One piece of Epicuriſm, and then I doubt not, 
they would acknowledge that all meat is inſipid, 
compared with tharwfich they eat with the poor 
mans mouth ; the moſt ſplendid apparel fordid 
and inglorious, in refpe& of that they wear upon 
| his back; and all pleaſures and recreations joy- 
leſs and uneaſie, ballanced with thoſe tranſcen- 
dent delights which attend the exerciſe of Chri- 
nan. EET i 

 3z. NOR have they in the next place any 
reaſon to ſuſpe& the Apoſtle treacherous to their 
preſent intereſt, when he ſeeks to diſpoil them of 
that either Pride, or confidence; - which their 
Riches oy = to _ For the former "if 
certain all haughty perſons may yery properly in; 
terrogate themſel Are that ori 26.8 find Wiſd. 


5.8. What hath Pride profited us, or what good 


hath Riches with onr vaunting brought us ? It would 
ſurely puzzle the moſt experienced man to define 
what-there is in Pride, that can afford any felici- 
ty. The utmoſt that can be pretended is, that it 
15a lively chearful thing to have good- thoughts 
of ones elf; but he that can in earneſt make this 
plea for Pride, does in juſtice owe as fair an e- 


comium to Bedlam: for according to this mealſ! re 


_ that contains the happieſt people, there being 
thoſe that are the moſt highly rapt inthe opinion 
of their own Excellencies. Yet ſure we ſhould 
judge him 'in good Election for the place, that 
ſhould look upon it with appetite. But admit 
this might indeed paſs for a pleaſure, yet it 1s the 
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parent of a fax greater yncaſinefs, and like a car- 
caſs breeds a-worm that deyours it ſelf, For he 
that. looks on. humfelf with ſuch reverence, ex- 
as that all: others ſhould do fo too, and when 
he fails in that aim (as none {o frequently does, 
as the proud.) what dilquiets.and impatiencies is 
he under ! ſuch as infinitely overwhelm all the 
pleaſure of his vain complagencies. A litcle di(- 
refpet from Mordecat is able toi evacuate all Ea- 
max.s proſperity... Such a Cheat and Impoftor 
| is Pride, that whilft it pretends: to exalt,- it de- 
baſes ; whilſt it elevates a man:above others, it 
really ſubjects him to them, puts ham in their po- 
wer to torment and cruciate, and: whilſt it makes 
ſhew of advancing, 'tis but.tn the ſame manner 
that the Rack. extends' the: ſtature by diſlocating 
the :Joynts. .. And then I hope twill be no un- 
friendly office to perſwade men, to keep them- 
ſelves. from. that Engine of pain,” or to recom- 
mend to them ſueh'an humility of mind, as may 
preſerve them:unthat ſecurity and compoſedneſs, 
Le oy fundamentally neceflary to all true hap- 
inefs. | iS 

$ 33. T HE. very ſame judgment 15 to-be'made 
of the:other Branch of the Caution, the 207 truſf- 
ing 4! uncertein Riches, but in the living God: 
whichis,moſt.vxfibly every mans preſent concern- 
ment. He: that can entertain'a doubt of it, let 
him. but fall. into the hands of ſome treacherous 
or but impotent'perſon, that ſhall in ſome impor- 
tant affairs betray his truſt, or deceive his hopes, 
ang thea let him-tell mewhether it be-not a mans 
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immediate and moſt preſling Intereſt, to build his 
confidences on the Rock, not on the Sand. No-. 
thing bur the amazingexigencies ofa ſinking man 
canexcule the folly of catching at Reeds but he 
that ſhould deliberately elect ſuch' Supporters, 
would be thought as mad, as he is ſure tobe mi- 
ſerable: Yet this'is but the fint and imperfe&t 
Emblem of him who refrs uport his Wealth: 
whereas on the other ſide he that ſhelters himſelf 
under the ſhadow of the Almighty, is poſſeſtof a 
moſt inexpugnable Fortreſs. ' For how can he fail 
of ſecurity that has Omnipotency for his Guard, 
or be deluded in his truſts, that depends on Truth 
itſelf? Let theſe ſo diſtant ſtates be compared.and 
then ſure I ſhall not need to- anticipate any mans - 
judgment, 'but may leave hini to pronounce on ' 
whuch ſide his Intereſt as well as Duty lies in this 
particular. TOES, b 3 {rg 
. +34. LASTLY, Temperance alſo puts in her 
claim to Pleaſure, ' which I preſume thoſe will be 
ſure to reſiſt, who place that wholly in the ſatis- 
faction of the nfial appetite. Yet I believe 
one might take even thele men in ſuch a ſeaſon, 
when they: ſhould be' forced to give. up their ver- 
dict for it. Come tothe Glutton when he is la- 
'bouring under the load of an overchatged' fto- 
mach ; to the Drunkard when his mornings qualm 
is revenging on him his laſt nights debauch ; to 
the /z/#fl perſon, 'when the torment of his bones 
admonithes him of the fins of his fleſh: and rhen 
ask-them whether Temperance' be'not more plea- 
fant than its contrary, T can ſcarce think i 
FP 4l{3=f Ss. 8 nie Ya . Nevil, 
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Pevil has any ſuch ſtout Corfeſſors, but will then 
betray his cauſe. But this 'vertue is in itſelf too 
amiable to need any of theſe Foils to illuſtrate it 3 
the pleaſure of ſubduing a Luſt, of denying an 
Appetite, 45 not only nobler, 'but greater than” 
any 15 to be had in the moſt tranſporting moment 
of ſatisfying them. - Every man will call him a 
Brute, that when an Enemy is in the Fieldloſes, 
the opportunity of a glorious Victory, and expo- 
ſes himlelf to certain Captivity, rather than for- 
fake his Liquor or other ſordid pleaſure.” And. 
this isjuſt the deciſion, of the preſent caſe; Our 
Luſts are our mortalleſt Enemies, and eyery time 
they aſſault us, tis in our choice eithex by reliſt- 
ing them to. gain a ſignal Conquelſt,: or elſe by 
ſtooping to thoſe deſpicable Cures they. hold out 
to us, to be yanquiſhed. by them, He that chu- 
ſes the laſt, if he have, any ſhadow of pleaſure, 
*tis only that of a Beaff, .( like an Horſe, who 
though he: hath indeed the fatisfaction of recei- 
ving Meat, yet he alſo takes the Bridle, yea the 
Whip too from the ſame hand. ) Tis the former 
oof thatis the pleaſure of; a a», which T ſup- 
pole ſufficient- to evince to which the difference 
belongs. For ſure none can think God hath been 
ſo unkind to his own Image in humane nature, as 

| 18 the diſpehſation of felicity -to aflign the larger 
ſhare to the Brutes. And therefore in this parti- 
cular as well as the reſt we may conclude,that he 
15 not only the moſt pious but rhe moſt happy 


perſon, thzt makes the right uſes of his Wealth, 
' - =. 


| 


SECT. VI. 


Of the Third Advantage, that of. ime.” 


1. WF ET us now proceed to the third Ad- 
vantage, that of Time : which though 


_. men dooften ſo induftriouſly waſte, as 


ifit were rather a burdenthan an advantage, yet 
the differing eſtimates they make'of it, when'it, 
isnear expaibg; the paſſionate Dearh-bed wiſhes 


ofa few days reprieve, witneſs that it has a real 


value. . For were it anempry uſeleſs” thing, it” 


would not 'then begin”*to, appear * conſiderable, 
whenall other vanities grow in conternpt with us, 
The unha Rl 

it, as they'« e P | 
the want'than the enjoying, buy rhe skill oftra- 
ding with, the loſs of the Talent, which” ſhould; 
maintainthe Traffick, and then only came to ac- 
countit a treaſure, when they can no longer dif- 
poſe it to any. benefit; and that diſpoſing alone; 
IS it that can render it truly valuable: Tt.is there-' 
fore a moſt neceflary providence to learn this art: 
of improvement, this. piece of ſpirituathusban- 
dry, without which a'mans ſelf becomes that ac- 
curſed, foil, the Apoſtle mentions, Heb. 6. 8. 
. Vidhoſe end's to be burned. Let us therefore a while 
examine what are thoſe Imployments of ouy- 


z 
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inefs of it is, that men learn to prize. 
moſt other good: things; rather by 


Gt Eoin Advantage of Time. "X71 : Fe: 


Aas of them. are expeced from thofe, whoſe 
ROSES W117; it W#* ta 
Qualities and fortuges give them more vacancy 
from ſecular tails. I 
3. FOR ainly it is not to be fancied, that 
God who has put an aRtive Principle into our na- 
ture ſhould induſtriouſly Novide for the ſup 
reſfing its dperations-in 2's devote fucha Se- 
let number of men, as an Hecaromb to be offered 
up to Ialexeſs.. And dos much leſs can it be 
thought, that he ſhould fo. promote thar Iniqui- 
ty, which he profelles to hate, as to deſign them 
to the purſuits of that, eManaumit them irom la- 
bour, to; leave them freer for vice. And ifnei- 
ther of theſe can be ſuppoſed, if their leiſure were 
not indulged them either that they might do no- 


thing, or do 4 there x5mains only 2 third end 


imaginable, 


/ 
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imaginable, and that is the doing good ; (for as 
for Sports and Paſtimes, the beſt of them come 
ſo near to Idlenels, -and the worlſt-of them to 
Vice, thatas the one is not to be allowed any, 
ſo the are no conſiderable part of their time. 
Now#becauſe none i good: but one. that is God, 
Mark 10.18. we cantake our meaſures of good 
actions only- from his; preſcription ; and {o thoſe 
which he has commendcd as ſuchto Mankind in 
general, point out to this particular. rank of men 
the nature of their Exerciſes, as thr eſpecial 
Vacancy and leiſure does the hygher degrees of 


FO; RE i ada 
' 4. AND firſt thoſe of Pizty towards God 
juſtly challenge a grear ſhare of their ;T;5»e. For 
whereas God may ſeem to_have limited; and can- 
fined the poor mans zeal, by that Rule of prefer- 
ring mercy" to themſelves before Jexrifre £0 him; 
he does by exempting the rich from th 


ps neceſſt 
ties tacitely require their devotion to Iwell up ta 
ſome proportion with his bounty. to them, who 
being freed from thoſe weights wherewith others 
are clogged and incumbred, * even' nature itſelf 
ſuggeſts the expeRation of their Toaring higher, 
_ Hehas put them at a diſtance from the meaner 

cares and folicitudes of life, as if he were. jealous 


thoſe might prove his rivals, and keep them 


from growing 1nto a cloſer intimacy with himſelf. 
And ſhall this deſign of his love be defeated ? 
And when he has thius ſecured himſelf from one 
ſort of Competitor, ſhall more and baſer be 
fought out; - every the triflingeſt and vileſt Enter- 


_tajnment 


o = 


cu moe " : ; F Pry » b . * . : 
_ * 5. -3 ——_ p—_ | —_ [AY OY arms Coo. tle adi. anda. 


s 


iT 
: 


IS ———_—_— 


T7 | + + Advantage of Time. — 


tainment be courted to come and ſupplant. him ? 
This were indeed to anſwer that 0dious character 
of the Adultereff, Ezek. 16, 34. which was not 
ſolicited, but did ſolicit, And thoſe that can make 
ſuch unworthy and provoking returns. to fo en- 
dearing a kindneſs, evince themſelves deſtitute 
not only.of grace,. but of all degrees.of common 
00d nature. | For when he ſo projects for their 
amiliarity and converle, what can be more inhu- 
mane and ingrate,. than thus ſcornfully to decline 
it? Yet under this'charge all thoſe will certainly 
fall, whodo not imploy (nay devote) every day 
ſome conſiderable part of this their vacant time to 
the keeping up their intercourſe with God, by 
Reading, Prayer and Meditatiori. 
*..5. IN the next place, Themſelves put in for 
'Apart.' But here I mean not thoſe brutiſh ſenſual 
ſelves, which havein many (like Pharaoh's lean 
Kine ) devoured the nobler and more excellent; 
but it.1sthe more divine and ſublimated part of 
them,.on which their time is to be laid out. And 
here they can never want buſineſs, that being. in 
ſeveral reſpects a very proper object of their di- 
ligence. For firſt, their Unaerſtandings, how 
clear and vigorous ſoever, attain not their height 
'4t once, are not like Adam created in a ſtate of 
maturity and perfe&ion, but like his degraded 
poſterity, make graduat motioris towards it, ad- 
 vance by ſeveral iteps and degrees of proficiency; 
'nor.can we inthis life aſcend tofuch a zo ultra, 
as excludes apoffibility.of growth. . So that no 
advantage of Education -can ſuperſede the uE of. 
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ther improvemetits; bring in new acceſſions to 


their Knowkdge. And this isfo inviting an en- 
tertainment, as may very reaſonably expe their 
iguanas ſome hours of the day im their Sty- 
ies. I 
6. BUT thotigh this be a conſiderable, yet is 
it not the werghtieſt part of that care, they owe 
themſelves. For as the Soul confider'd in its 1»- 
elle, thay thus become their Pupil, fo in its 


Morals it has ofteri needto be their Patient, For + 


though in its Original Conſtitution it was per- 
fectly pure and healthy, yet by inhabiting in this 
peſt-houſe the Fleſh, xt hath contragted much of 
its contagion; atid by how much the more deli- 
cate and refined its compoſition is, ſo much'the 
more mortal are the diſeaſes to which it is ſhb- 
jet. It will therefore require a cloſt and wary 


attendance. A Phyſician that has a nice and ten- 


der Patient, mult be very afliduousin his care, 
obſervant of all Symptoms, watchful againſt all 
iceidents. And {6 certainly ſhould men be here; 
they ſhould make daily obſervations how their 
ghoſtly ftrength increaſes or. decays, what Hu- 
mour moſt predominates, whether Choler boil 

' _upinto-rage, Phlegm freez into ſloth ; whether 
the Sanguineneſs of their temper make themluſt- 


ful, of the Melancholly revengeful, and accord- 


| ingly apply their ſpiritual Purgatives, the Barhs, 
or the Paleſtrs, preſcribe rules-of Diet and Exer- 


. Ciſe. And doubtleſs whoever makes theſe 


= 
4 
6 T7) 


firi& inſpections into himſelf,” will by the. ineſt- 


1 er. induſtry; that being {till able to make fir 
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'tmable benefit he recerves from it, be taught how 
great a bleſſing his 'Time'is, and: how much a 
greater to have gracethus toemploy ir. 

7. BUT thongh'a Murs ſelf be a Province 


wide enough to take up 'a good part ofhis time, 


yet muſt he not ſo _ it, as todefraud his 


Neighbonr, who has alfo'a right to ſhare in it : 
God having made man'after his own Image, has 
(as part ofthat ) ſtamped upon him the Bounty 
and Communicativeneſs of his nature : and there- 
fore when we live wholly to ourſelyes, we rafe 
and deface that Impreſs. And when *rts remem- 
bred that the hainouſnefs even of Myrder is by 
God pronounced to ariftefrom the jolation of his 
Image, Gen. 9.6. parity.of reaſon muſt conclude 
this nolight guilt. Nor is it only our Goods we 


are toimpart (for that were a very partial Tran- - 


{criptof that Bounty we are to imitate, which 
gives usſo much belides) but in general whatever 
other Ability we have by which our neighbour 
may receive advantage :.and fo.a man hasas many 
employments of his" time, as heeither findsor 


can make Pre of nn | ms to others, 
| at 


I ay make; for ſure finte God hath 'conftituted. 
Love to our neighbour one of the fundamental 
lawsto Mankind, we are not to look upon it only 
3s an accidentor cafualty, but as a'main and de- 
liberate buſmeſs of our hives ; 'not refer'it wholl 

tochance wherher ever we ſhall do zrra& of this 
kind, orno, but induftrioufly feek oatand in 
provevecafions. Thus wetmnd the Eiberality of 
our Bleſſed Loxd repreſented tots in the parable 

| g 


NH 


notonly liberafproviſions made for ſuch.as would 
. come in, but Ns aces uſed to draw them, 
particular invitations made to, the poor .and the 


maimed, the halt and the blind; and when that - 


' brought not in gueſts enough, the High-ways and 


Hedges wereto beranſacked, and a general Preſs,” 


as it were, made of men, .to receive.not the Ear- 
.neft-peny of Death, (which is uſually the ſigni- 
fication of our Preſs-mony) but the Antepaſt of 
Eternal life. O that all rhoſe who pretend to 
greatneſs of mind, would copy out this Munifi- 
cence, that they would prevent mens deſires, 
and invite them to come and be obliged by them. 
For want ofthis, many occaſions of doing'bene- 
fits are loſt ; the modeſty of ſome, perhaps the 
pride of - others, averts them from requeſting 
thoſe affiſtances they moſt need. It were. there- 
fore the nobleſt Study a Gentleman could, enter- 
tain himſelf w/the toſearch the various Wants of 
thoſe within his ſphere. . But. then he. muſt be 
ſure to do it with a candid .delign, the more op- 
portunely to ppl himſelf to their aid: he muſt 
not treacheroully inquire, who wants knowledge 
to deride, but inſtruct them ; not hunt out a'de- 
bauched perſon, to make him his Companion, 
* but his Convert ; not find out quarrels to foment, 
but compoſe them; in a word, not pry into other 
mens concernments, like a bulic-body,.. but a 
Friend ;. not to FOry with his own. curioſity, 

but their need, And now he that pays a juſt Tri- 
bute of his Fime to thele three grand. Duties, 


will 
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Y: 
will (when the other dues to Nature, temporal 
Afﬀairs, .and neceſſary Civilities are deducted ) 
not have much to ſacrifice either to Idleneſs or 
Vice, but will rather think be wants Time than 
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Buſineſs, | 

.8 BUT alas; the full leiſure they generally 
find for the dire& contrary employments, wit- 
nefles too irrefragably that they are not thus ta- 
kenup. It is true jndeed, we find God often in 
thetr Mouths, bur it is rather in Oaths, than 
Prayers; as if they meant their protanations 
ſhould be the only teſtimony that they believed a 
Deity. How many are there fuch proteſt Vota- 
ries to Bacchus, that their Knees are reſerved on- 
ly for him, never to be bent but in drinking of 


 Healths; that ſeem to have enacted to them» 


ſelves the prophaner part of Dariws's Law, Day. 
6. 7. that of 2-kivg no Petition of God, only herein 
out-yying him, that theirs 15 for an indetinite, 
not limited time ; who reckon Saying of Prayers 
among thoſe pzdantick tasks of their childhood, 
whluch expire with the Rod and Feria, and can 
never think fit to debaſe their more Manly ſtate 
to it, unle(s perhaps a reſtleſs night may force 
them tg call jt in to ſupply the Se a more 
uſual and pleaſing 4odyne. Whether this be not 
the pitch at many Gent/emens Devotion, I appeal 

to any that obſerves their Practice. 42 
9. NOR. have they much mare to do inthe 
Library, than the. Oratory, unleſs it be ſtored 
with Romances: De T—_ ſort of reading 1s as 
formidable; to, them, a5 the Mines gr Galleys; 
| | nor . 


nor do they without wonder look at thoſe who 
can voluntarily {et themſelves to tug at rhoſe 
Oars. But Divinity is beyond all others under 
prejudice with them, - decried not only as a crab- 
bed, but «zgertile ſtudy; fo that upon pain of 
—_— none are to know more of it;than may 
Juſt qualitze them to deride it ; or read the Bible 
to any other purpoſe, than to enable them to 
blaſpheme God in his own ſtile. If theſe-men 
may befaid at all to converſe with God, itis in 
the ſame manner, that the Phariſees did with our 
Saviour, with the inſidious deſign of entangling 
him ua his talk, Matth. 22, And ſure the more 
timeis thus ſpent, the worſe. | | 

10; -PROPORTIONABLY to this 
they acquit themſelves of the other parts of this 
Dury ; that Time which they ſhould beſtow e1- 
ther in preventing or curing their {piritual Ma- 


ladies, they lay out wholly in contracting or in- | 


creaſing them. They have made a moſt ftrict 
league with the Fleſh, and like faithful Confe- 


derates they omit no endeayour to ſtrengthen its - 


Party, to ſupply it with freſh forces, the ex- 
. Pence of the whole, day 15 managed wholly in or- 


der to that end. Thus that they may be ſure to. 


keep their Luſt high and vigorous, they give it 
a nouriſhing breakfaſt of Slcth. in the morning, 
a full meal of gluttony at noon, beſides mult1- 
tudes of collations ih obſcene Diſcourſe and Fan- 
Ces, all the'day: and with theſe-Auxiliaries, it 
need not '-doubt to maintain the Field agamſt 
poor maecrated Chaſtity. © So again, left Sobric 
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ty ſhould happen to ſurpriſe them, and gain but. 
thehonour of one Nay, how yigilant are rhey to 
give it the firſt aſſault? Scarce aday that they 


draw not up. in; Batalie againſt it, and ſeldom 


mils giving it a total Rout; and if Sleep like a 
Miſt befriend it to ſteal upon them 1a ' the 
morning again, yet that little ſucceſs is but 2 
preparation toa more fignal Defear in the aſter- 
noon, which iswith many, a time allotted whol- 
ly to theſe skirmithes ; perhaps the chaſe follow- 
ed all night, nay, purſued fo far by fume, till an 
habitual Sottiſhneſs ſave them the Hams of theſe 
Quotidian Cambats. Nor 1s their Pride ſo af- 
fronted, as to be forgot 1n the diſtribution of 
their Time, a good ſcantling of it is cut out to 
its uſe; ſome in contriving and deſigning their 
Cloaths, and ſame in putting them on; ſome in 
admiring themſelves, and ſome in projetting to 
be admired by others; ſome in hearing flatte- 
ries, -and more in reflecting and ruminating upon 
them. | | £6 
11. AS for thoſe broken parcels of Tie, 
which are not thus devoted to theſe or ſome 
other ſet and ſolemn Senſualities, they are 
gleaned up by Sports and unſignificant paſtumes : 
nay, even ſome who abſtain from the former, do 
yet ſo wholly abandon themſelves to the latter, 
that their lives become utterly unprofitable. Un- 
der this number I have no intention to include all 
whoallow themſelves Recreations; I know ſome 


divertiſement is ſo neceſſary both to the Body 


and Mind of a man, that if it keep within mo- 
| 4 | deratg 
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derate bounds, it 1s but a juſt debt to himſelf, 
and cannot tall under any ill character-: but 
that which is reprehenſible in this matter, is 
the exceſs and inordinacy of” it, the making 
that a buſineſs, which ſhould be but adiverſion. 
And this we ſee too uſual with many, who abſurd- 
ly ſtretch this priviledge of their Geztility, even 
till it break; purſue their ſports of Hawking and 
Hunting, &c. ſo vehemently and. aſſiduouſly, 
that ere they are aware, they adopt theſe their 
Callings ; never conſidering that a Faulconer 
or Huntſman 1s indeed as mean a Vocation, as 
thoſe they moſt deſpiſe. But whatever other 
paſtimes of this nature any man ſuffers to uſurp 
his time, he does in it extreamly reproach-him- 
ſelf; tacitely confeſſes, that he 1s unfit for gene- 
rous and manly imployments, and calls himſelf 
Child, while he thus trifles and plays away his 
davs. 54s Jt 6:4 5g Bat, 
be I KNOW not whether I may rank the. 
great and deep Gameſters in this File ; tor though 


| 
the nature of their imployment belong to it, yet 
there are ſuch conſiderable ruinous effects of it, | 
as ſeem to place it in the number of more ſeri- t 
ous Ills: * And indeed, though Cuſtom hath cal- «1 
led it Play, yet the many anxious fears and un- { 


' eaſte Commotions which uſually attend it,evince | *F 

the great impropriety of the Title, and would # *£: 

more reaionably have given 'it a name of the dj- it 

re& contrary importance. But as feigned names 

are _ an art-of concealing perſons, ſo 
u 


this Trade aſſumes the ſtile of Divertiſement, in- 
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deed to diſguiſe its true original, which'uyndoubt- 
edly is Covetouſneſs. For what imaginable cauſe 
can there be aſſigned, beſides the deſire of Win- 
ing, that ſhould make men venture what they 
are ſo unwilling to loſe ? It is certain; he that 
plays for a Piece, has as much of the Uivertive |, 
Part, as he thatſtakes a thouſand , and were that 
all were deſigned, men need. not, and certainly 
would not ſo profuſely over-buy what offers it- 
ſelf at ſo much a cheaper rate. I know this is a 
motive menthink too ſordid toown, but would 


God they would once learn ( in this better ſence) 


to reyere therhſelves as well as others, and de- 
ſpiſe to be prevailed on by what they are aſha- 
med.to ayow. But the event ordinarily ſpeaks 


tt asgreata Folly, as Meanneſs, of which there 
are too many ſad inſtances in the ſhipwrackt 
-Fortunes of the 

1s nothing wonderful init, but thatmen will be 
fo mad as to run- the hazard. For that being 
{uppoſed, it 1s fot at all ſtrange to ſee them ſink 


ſe Adventurers. And indeed there 


under it. For a man has here to deal not with 
Chance alone ( which yet were but a tickle bot- 
toni to imbark in) but with ſuch combinations of 


\Decett,- that even good fortune it ſelf will not 
fecure him : ſo that he that has not learnt to | 
*Plough with the ſame Heifer, is like to make but 
fad Husbandry of it. And even thoſe that have, 


if they happen to get ſonie few good Crops, yer 


they quite wear out the foil with them, forteit 
that Reputation with all conſidering men, which 
thould let them into farther- opportunities, and 


RG 


H 3 leave 


7 -» tl 
Fs wil 5D 
4 

- 


by 5; 
_ 


leaveithemſelves to live not {o much upon their 
own Wits, as other mens Follzes. It is true 1n- 
deed, | that hath in theſe latter days proved a 
pretty large Common to graze on, and {ome have 
i{cemed to thrive well upon it ; but generally ſuch 
Cattle meet at laſt with a pinching Waater, 
which leaves them as bare and meagre, as ever. 
In ſhort, Cheating has uſually a reflexed effica- 


cy, anddeceives none more than thoſe that uſe 


it: yetſuch a ſtroke hath it now got in Gaming, 
that in moſt Companies it leaves men only this 
miſcrable choice, Whether they wil be ative or 
paſſive init. Which methinks ſhould be enough 
toawakemen, as immoderate Tyrannies ule to 
do, to vindicate their Liberties, and reduce Ga- 
ming from this exorbitancy to its Primitive ule, 
make it. ceaſe to be a Trade, and become a Re- 
creation; and that too bounded within ſuch juſt 
limits, that it may not incroach on thoſe hours 
whichthould be deſtined to greater concernments. 
But as it is between this and the reſi, either Im- 
pertinences or Vices, all their time is ſo-pre-inga- 
ged and fore-ſtalled, that their moſt important 
intereſt is left forlorn and neglected ; they have as 
little Leiſure as Will-to conſider the poor Soul, or 
ſcarce to remember that they carry any ſuch trifle 
about them. + 14: 0 
13. AND now 'they that thus forget God 
and themſelves, nv wonder if they afford little 
conſideration. to their brethren. They will not 
be guilty of ſuch an I-decorum, or deny the Body 
of {inits exa& ſymmetry, by making this part 
| Þ 2 | unpro- 
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Js wage to the reſt: and therefore they 
either allow no part of their time to ethers, or do. 
it to ſuch inverted peryerſe purpoſes, as makes the 
payment worſe than robbery. . Thus many be- 
ftow Viſits on others, not out of any purpoſe of 
— kindnels, - but either to trifle away their own 
time, or to make'/obſervations, what they can 
ipy ridiculous to entertain their laughter. A my-- 
ery the Lopdox-viſitants are generally well read 
in, who have put this buſinets long fince into a 
_ ſetledcourle; 1o that the diſcoveries of one Vi- 
{it ſets them in a ſtock of defaming, backbiting 
diſcourſe for the next, and fo ſucceflively ad in-. 
finitum. So again, miny who call themſelves 
Gentlemen, much to the reproach of that title, 
if they gan find out a young Heir of much - wealth 
and.little prudence, how officious, how diligent- - 
are they in attending him ? watching himas glad- 
lyasa Vultpre does the fall of a Carcaſs; till they 
tind an advantage to rook him at Play, entangle- 
hun in Suretiſhip, or perhaps betray hum to.ſome . 
mean and unequal Match. So if they hear but - 
ofa beautiful Woman, what contrivances, what 
deligns do they lay, firſt to ſee, and then to cor- 
rupt. her; make 1t a buligeſs' to themſelves, as 
well as 2 trade to their agents and factors, to-- 
ſpring ſuch game? And upon ſuch occaſions as 
theſe can liberally Tacrifice their Time, of which 
When any Charitable office would borrow from 
them but ſome few minutes, they. are then ſuch 
bulie Parſons, they can by no means' afford it. 
A Nabals blunt and churliſh refuſal, or at beſt 2 


4 Felix's 
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Fel:x's put off to 4 convenient ſeaſon, arethe uſu- 
al returns tofuch motions. But to anticipate the - 
Propoſal, 'to' go in queſt of ſuch Opportunites, * 
looks with them like a piece of Kyight-errantry, 
has ſo little of their practice, that it ſcarce eſcapes 
their ſcorn.” TERS ys HQ, 4 
14; AND now what a heavy Bill of Indic 
ment 1s like one day to! be brought in againſt 
them, when God, their Souls. and their Neigtr 
bours ſhalt all joyn im the Charge! Oh that they - 
would ſeafonably conſider how ſadly obnoxious 
they are to'it, and that condemnationwhich will 
- inevitably. follow it ; that ſo they may, accord- ' 
ing toChriſts counſel, *'Mar. 5. 25. agree with - 
theſe "adverſaries while they are in the way, 
and by yielding to each'of them for the 
future a juſt portion of their #/27e, compound 
the - buſineſs, ſtop the, Proceſs againſt them. 
That they would remember, that of all their 
prodigalities, this of their Time is the moſt de- 
tperate, ſuch as is moſt impoſſible to redeem, 
and yet that wherein they are of allothers'the: 
deeplieft concerned. And this'they would cer- 
rainly be convinced of, if their Aery fancies 
could but ſo conden{T into Earth, as to bring 
them into any acquaintance with their Beds of 
duſt, give them tome foretaſte of their Dying 
errors : for let them but ſadly think what they 
would then give for ſome few of thoſe Days the) 
now ſtudy to fling away, and they cannot chuſe 
| but inſer the neceſlity of being; better Husbands. 
ag "We 
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We read in Scripture of the Demoniacks .dwe!- 
ing: among the Tombs: but the Devil has ſure 
changed that habitation ; for, thoſe whom he 
now poſſeſſes he permits not; to converſe at all 
there, as. knowing it is the propereſt preparative 
to his diſpoſſeſſion. And doubtleſs it would be 
the moſt powerful Exorciſpz, as of all others, fo 
of this Evil ſpirit (this filching Devil, that thus - _ 
ſteals from men their precious hours) often to 
deſcend into the Vault or-CharneF-hauſe, and 
by ſerious conſideration how - ſhort their Time 
is to inforce upon themſelves a care of redeem- 
ins it. | Ee PE a OR | 
Ir N OR need they fear, that to redeem 
their Time, © they muſt Tefl their Pleaſures, give 
up themſelves*to a joyleſs ſtate. of Tifz, For 
though it is true they muſt: reſign their counter- 
feit, they ſhall have real. Delights in exchange; 
they muſt part, with their; Glaſs, but ſhall have * 
Gold inſtead of it. And as, none but'a. rude Iz- 
aian will repine at that bargain in the Literal, fo 
none but a 'rader Chriſtian can diſlike it in the 
Moral ſence. For in the firſt place, 'he that im- 


ro5 


ploys his 74 1n converfing with Cop. isnotbn- 
more honourably and more profitably, .but 'al- 
oO ' more pleaſantly bufied than he can poſlibly be 
any other way.' *Weall fay, That God i the Cen- 
zre of Felicity: but he gives himſelfthe he, that 
does not withal confeſs, that the cloſer. acquain- 


tance we have with him, the nearer approach we 


make to. happineſs, For whoever betieved' the 
374) 37 304 «vg 
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Sua to be the Fountain of heat, and yet feared to. 


freez by drawing near its Rays? - Indeed none but 
the down-right Atheift can with any tolerable 
Logick, diſpute the plealantneſs of this Duty. 
For can any whoſe Faith has ſet up a God, ſuffer 
their fancies to dreſs him like a Fiend? Put on 
him ſuch unlovely ſhapes, as may beget averſion, 
deter then from approachiog to him ? Canthey 
call hima-Deity, to whom they will not attri- 
bute ſo much as they will to every ingenuous 
man, the honour of being good Company? This 
is to be not only prophane, but abſurd, And if 
there be any of ſo ſhort Diſcourſe, Iſuppole hinz 
uncapable of conviction. by Argument: the com- 
mon Proverb hath aſſigned him his Teacher, v7. 
Experience. Let him by frequent, yet reverent 
Addrefles to God, grow into ſome familiarity 
with him, bring himſelf within diſtance of re- 
cciving his refreſhing Influences, and then he will 
diſcover how very unkind he hath been to him- 
felfin thus long holding off. In humane Con- 
verfations, we ule not to find the guſt and reliſh of 
them, till we arrive to ſome degree of Freedom : 
they that converſe as' ſtrangers, are under .con- 
ftraints and uneaſinefs. And certainly the main} 
cauſe of that diſguſt men have to this Spiritual 
entercourſe, is their. unaccuſtomednels to. it. 
They addreſs to God perfetly as ſtrangers, now 
and then pay him a {hight Vid, asit were by way 
of formality and complement ; and then no won- 
der if it be neither fatisfacory .to God;nor thera- 
felves. But then 'tis ſure great injuſtice to de- 
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fame that as unpleaſant, which becomes ſo only 
by their own ll managery ; to ſay there 15 no wa- 
ter in the Well, only becauſe they negle& to pro- 
vide a Bucket for the drawing of 1t up. 

16, IN the next place 'tis ſure, their Sowls 
mean them no malice, . in exacting part:of their 
Time. For firſt, what they beſtow in improving - 
and exalting their lax Ara does not only 
bring them in vaſt advantages in theend, but at- 
fords them alſo very fair accommodations by the 
way. Learning yields ſuch variety of agreeable 
Entertainments, that like the Manna in the Wit- 
derneſs it adapts itſelf to every mans taſt, he 
that likes not one fort may fit himſelf with ano- 
ther; and ſure he muſt have a ſtrangely vitiated 

alat, to whom none of: them will reliſh. Ican 
carce think Nature has produced any thing ſo 
diſtempered ; bur men take up general and impli- 
Cite prejudices, and will look on Books in no 
other nation but as Taskmaſters, whereas if they 
would but conſider them as Companions, they 
could not miſsof one kigd. or other, : to-find a 
- pleaſant converſation among them. Le F - 

17. AS for that portionot their Tizze which 
is ſpent in. attendance on the yet more. ſpiritual 
pure of them, *tis rather a gift than a xobbery,to 

elpthem to ſuch a way of expence. |. Ingenuous 
men think it a prize when they meet an opportu- 
nity to reſcue from the ſullage of time anything 
that carries theſtamp of ancient worthand. No-- 
bility. . But this is apiece of the greateſt Aanti- 
quity, of the nobleſt, yeadiyineſt {nt How 
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can mens hours be better faid out, than in reſto” 
ring it to its primitive. luſtre, in wiping off that 
foil wherewith the ſteam of boiling paſſions hath 
obſcur'd it, and by disburdening it of thoſe loads 
of noxious humours under which it1abours, hke 

ood Phyſicians, recover it from a languiſhing, 
infirm). to a vigorous athletique habit ? And ſure 
the ſatisfaction of this muſt far exceed all other 
entertainments. Indeed that whiclt is uſually 
taken up inſtead of it, can with no juſtice pre- 
trend to any tolerable complacency. No man en- 
vies his felicity , but contemns his ſordid and 


abjed ſpirit, . that picks 'out the baſeſt and un- 


worthieſt company : And ſhall it here paſs for 
pleaſure to conſort only with the plebeian part. of 
himſelf, -thoſe ſenſual Appetites, which are the 
Common people of this Little world, to ſpend 


all his time in Treating and Carefling of theſe, 
and in the interim let the Sonl, which is of fo 


noble an extraction, ſo excellent endowments, 
ſtand by neglected, nay, be trodden to death in 


the croud ' of this vulgar rabble? Certainly this 


is a Tragedy, that nv man could ſee upon the 
Stage without indignation : yet God knows, this 
is tt men daily a& over wit ap lauſe to them- 
ſelves. -Would God they wou 1 once ſhift the 


'Seene, and let the oppreſt Soul have its ſeaſon 


of - triumphing : - doubtleſs they would find' it 


e 

. more pleaſant to ſhare in its Con Juefts than in 
"is ruine. We' read- indeed of ſome Nations 
that have by. zhe rites of a barbarous religion 
been forced to make Humane ſacrifices > yet'we 


find | 
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find not that they had ſo ſlaughtered Humanity 
it ſelf, as to make it matter. of delight. And 
| has oyr Civility ſo far outdone their Barbariſm, 
| that it ſhall be pleaſureto do thatin ſpight of our 
| Religion, which they did in obedience to theirs ? 
To butcher the Man within us, and leave nothin 
but our outward Form and inward Guult to dit- 
ference us from Beaſts? He that diſclaims this, 
mult neceſſarily confeſs the pleaſure lies on the 
other ſide, in reſcuing the Spirit from the uſur- 
pations, yea tyranny of the Fleſh; and conle- 
| quently, that the Time he thus beftows is not 
loſt, but improved to his own greateſt preſent, 
as well-as future advantages. | * 
_ 18. THE like may (1n the laſt place) be 
ſaid of that part of it which is laid out to 
the benefit of others, . which is that which 
brings us to taſte the moſt delicious of humane 
delights: thepleaſyre of Obliging being of all 
thoſe the moſt ravithing and tranſporting, And 
; for this we need not. the verdid of Chriitianity : 
the Philoſopher atteſts it as well as the Divine. 
Nay it 1s ſo received a truth, that ſcarce any man 
| will avow ſo much ill nature as to reſiſt it in 
diſcourſe, how, much-ſoever his practice diſowns 
; jt. Indeed this 1s a pleaſure of fo exalted, fo 
+ | - quinteſſential a kind, . that what Herod's Audi- 
- tors {aid in flattery of his Oration, we may fay 
\ in truth of this, *Tis the delight rather of 4 God, 
than 4 aa. That'Sqveraign Being, though he 
were eternally happy 1n himſelf, yer as if he had 
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wanted of his compleat felicity,whileſt he enjoy'd 
italone, was pleaſcd rather to create, than want 
objeas of Jus goodneſs. And a pleaſure to which 

od himſelf has given ſuch an atteſtation, as to 


/ make a Worldin order to it, fure cannut, with- 
' Out the moſt impious contradic&ion or, his choice, 


.  bedeſpiſed by man. And certainly *tis none of, 


the leaſt of thoſe benefits he hath vouchſafed our 
nature, that he hath given us a capacity of it, by 
affording us thoſe powers by which we may ad- 
vantage and oblige one another ; io pointing us 
out a courſe, whereby we may not only inno- 
cently, but ſucceſsfully entertain Lec#2rs deſign, 


of being like the moſt High. It really makes Men 


what the Heathens vainly fancied their Heroes, 
even Demi-gods, O that thoſe, who think it No- 
ble to be aſpiring,would thus verihie the opinion, 
by terminating all their wiſhes and endeayours in 
this one Generous Afnbition ! and then *tis ſure 
they would not need to be told the happineſs of 
this ſodeifying an imployment, ny 


SECT. VII. 
Of the Fourth Advantage, that of bis Authority. 


N the fourth place we are to conſider the 
Gentleman's aw 9s in reſpect of his 
BF -4nthority over thoſe that relate to, orde- 
pend on him. And this, if rightly managed, is 
of excellent uſe, though as capable of being per- 
verted, as any of the former. He who has {ecu- 
lar ties upon men, may often, by thoſe cords 
which bind their worldly intereſt, draw them to 
a conſideration of their ſpiritual. A Tezat who 
thinks his livelihood concerned in the good Will 
of his Landlord, A Penſioner whoſe iubſiftence 
« refts upon the bounty of-his Patron, will ſtrive 
to model themſelves to ſuch a form, as may beſt 
ſuit the inclinations of the perſon they deſire to 
endear: they are uſually Wax to him, that are 
Flint. to others. But then, as variety of Seals 
make differing Impreſſions, fo this flexibleneſs 
of theirs may be either abuſed to ill, or improved 
togood : this Wax may receive the Image of a 
Beaft or an Angel.- It is therefore the duty of 
thoſe who are poſſeſt of this advantage, to ule it 
to the impreffing not of Vice, but. Vertue ; to 
contrive how they may moſt effecually dif 
odd ons = 
; C n 


5 . [ 
Cer hendroagme yn omn vg oor ns 


_- — 


112 THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING. © 


And this they may doubtleſs have frequent op- 
portunites of, towards either of thoſe relations 
tormentioned.' { / | © 
2. BUT to none ſooften as to their Dome- 
_ flicks and Menialſervants. Theie are always ſo 
-much-in their road, that they ſeem to:be marked 
out by God as their moſt peculiar Province. 
Every Maſter has ſo much of the Prophet, that 
he is ſet as «Watchman,  Ezek.' 3, 17., over his Fa- 
,mily, and ought as; jealouſly to obſerve the ap- 
-proacli of any Vice towards it, - as a Centineldoes 
[that ofan Enemy. Tis a very pernicious error 
for men to think themſelves no otherways.con- 
-cerned in their Seryants, than they. are n their 
Horſes or Oxen,. to look upon them only as, anq- 
ther ſpecies of -Working-cattle,. and ſo. they:do 
their buſineſs. care -not how arrant .Brutes they 
be: Whereas theyſhould remember, that. they 
withthemſelves are common-ſervants. to the one 
Great Maſter, and that the {ubordmationof the, 
-one to the other is but. the ,wiſ&Oeconomy of their 
Lord, who has ( as in great Families :we ſee. it 
-uſual) conſtituted the one -as Stewards or ſu x- 
viſors, to regulate the- reſt :; and then twill ap: 


pear-a piece. of enormous unfaithfulneſs /to,neg- 
- Je&this charge. - To avoid which guilt,.it wall 
concern Gentlemen to have a ſedulous care.qver 
thoſe that are thus jntrufted to them, tq make 
ftri& inſpe&ions into: the manners of their ſer- 
vants, and accordingly tq apply. inftructions,and 
-admonitions, reproofs,- or 1ncouragements;.And 
that they may not tranſcribe Pharaohs Tyr anny, of 


Fxagting 


"op 3 . es ar Ke ES pvy - 2 
i COPE i671 Ts 


a og 14. ANVEOS 


> 
bY a 
£< INS 47 
EE 
y ; 


— 


. 
- 


Advantage of Aathority, | II3 


exatting brick without ſtraw, require the ſuperſtru- 
cure of Chriſtian lives, where there wants the 
neceſſary foundation of Chriſtian knowledge, 
they muſt provide that none under their charge 
bedeſtitnte of the means: of laying that ground- 
work, of knowing ſo much of Religion as may 
bring them into an acquaintaince with their duty. 
But to give life to all theſe endeavours 'tis indi{- 
penſably neceſſary for them to avow ſuch a Love 
to piety. and vertue,. and ſuch a Deteſtation of - 
the contrary, that their ſervants'may ſee, that 
there 1s but one way of approving themſelves - 
both to their earthly and heavenly Mafter. | 

3. TF it be here-Objected, That it is but 
counterfeit vertue,' which derives it ſelf from the 
care of pleaſing men, and ſo that this is but to 
teach them' to convert prophanenels to hypocri- 
ſie: Imuſt yield ſofar as to confels, that where. 
that continues the - final-motive, it will never 
avall any man. But as God often ufes temporal 
and 'outward occurrencies, 'to produce inward 
and ſpiritual effe&s; {o it may here happen, thar' 
thoſe whoſe firſt approaches to Goodneſs were 
mercenary, and out of compliance to others, may 


by coming within view of it diſcern it ſo amiable,” 


that they may after love it for its ſelf. | And in- 
deed.conſidering the rude ighorance uſual among; 
the vulgar, 'tis ſcarce imaginable they ſhould im- 
brace.1t upon the bare” ſtrength, of fpeculation;; 
and-thereforemuſt be allowed-ſecular invitations, 
as:baitsto allure them. As for” thoſe that never 
advance higher than - meer Form of _ Jo 

2 J ; wha h 
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what weight ſoever it may add to their own 
doom, yet perhaps that may juſtly be accounted 
leſs miſchievous to the world, than the _— 
extreme ; Hypocrilie being a ſin that cannot well 
ſetup for Proſehzes, becaule it never owns itſelf 
of a diftin& party from true Piety. And 'tis not 
impoſſible, that the example of a. feigned Chri- 
ſtian, may teach others to ſfurmount their copy, 
and be that in {incerity,which he 1s but 1n appea- 
rance : whereas open Vice pretends to no ſuch 

(bility, breaths nothing but contagion, and 
ike a peſt infects communities, We have there- 
fore reaſon to conclude,. that it this care were ge- 
nerally taken, *twere a ſcryice not. only to. God, 
bur the Common-wealth, which has not more 
unprofitable, nay noxious burdens lying on her 
from any rank of men, than from lewd.and idle 
Servants ; whouling their places only asathelter 
for their ſloth and licentiouſneſ(s, when that 


Gonurd withers, know not whither to retire, bur. 


uſually either live Beggars, or die Thieves: 
whereas if Geatlemens families were lo ordered, as 
. to become Seminaries of Induſtry; and Sobriety, 
the number of them is ſo great, that they might 
be able to ſend out many Colonies of uſeful and 
ciyil perſons. s "1:15, | 
.4. THERE. isalſo another fort of Relative, 
viz. 4. Friend: over whom though they have not 
that Authority, which ſprings trom this ſervile 
ſtock of hopes & fears; yet they have one ofa much 


more.noble deſcept,, and; moxe-vigorous efficacy. 


Friendihip has a key to the heart, whick it may. uſe 
"0: I he | Os not 


MS = SS-> tt >..4 2 


--— Advantage of Authority, II; 
-notonly tolet it ſelf intoits ſecrets, but alſo to 
introduce its own conceptions, ſentiments, and: 
inclinations; it ſo mixes with the mind, that it 
may infenſibly convey into it any 14ea. Now to 
uſe this intimacy to. the bringing in any thing 
baſe and unworthy,is the vileſt treachery, ſuchas 
is but imperfealy repreſented by the treaſon of 
him, who requites his friends hoſpitality, by 
bringing in Thieves or Murderers upon him. : A 
guilt ſo vehemently-to be abhorred,that none isto 
think himſelf at a tufficient and juſt diſtance from 
it, but he , that induftriouſly purſues the direc 
contrary ; he therefore that hath a Friezd, ought 
{tudiouſly to contrive how he may moſt promote 
his advantages, and thoſe not only his: outward 
and ſecular, but alſo Eee rg ally ) his in- 
ward and ſpiritual. Thus is the only ſenſe where: 
in *tis wi to have defigns upon him, and in 
this he is not only licenſed, but obliged to have 
fo. He muſt here ule all friendly ſtratagems to 
recommend and endear vertue to him, make his 
kindneſs the vehicle, wherein the more grateful- 
ly to adminiſter whatever is moſt wholſome,even 
reproofs, when they appear ſo ; and yet. by ta- 
king his own turn in being the Patient,” evince, 
that *tis no aſſuming humour, that: creates him a 
Phyſician, If friendſhips were thus managed, it 
would be indeed a moſt facred relationz:ſuch as 
would be above the violations of thoſe: petty! tri: 
yial diſtaſtes, which now adays diffolve:them; 
Hearts that are tyed together .with'thefe conle- 
crated bands, are like mw and raed athos 
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ther inſeparably by God,;.and much for the ſame 


end: of propagation ;. only herein as far ſuperior 


to their pattern, as the mind 1s to the body, the 
divine excellenciesof a Saint to the natural com- 
polition of a man. We'may reaſonably believe 
they were Friendihips of this making, that firſt 
brought that name into ſo much veneration, and 
werethey again reduced to this, no Ex-comimms 


eould be too laviſh for them. Such a reducement 


werea work well worthy thepirit and ingenuity 
of Gentlemen: who ſince they generally: profeis 


much reverence to the word, *tis pity they ſhould 


caſt away their adorations on an- empty ſhrine. 
The Heathens had Inzcantations to recal their dif- 
pleaſed Deities into their forſaken Images. I 
with they would alſo try ſome holy Magzck to 
bring back ſomewhat of the Prone divine ſpi- 
fit, -to animate this now livelels trunk : that they 
who juſtly think it-an #ngertile reproachful thing, 


not to have ſome body whom they call Friend, 


may think it much more ſo, not to pay all the real 
Kindneſs due to that appellation. | 

' 5. HAVING thus far given an account 
what are the proper and juſt imployments'of this 
Authority over their ſeveral Ke/atozs, our me- 
thod now requires us to refle& a little on their 
Pradice, and that in the moſt we ſhall find as far 
{werving from: the rule in this particular, as any 
of the former.. Sofar, alas, are Gentlemen from 
making their Power inſtrumental to the infuſing 
»<00d, thatthere js nothing more ordinary than 
to-ſcethemdiſpole it to the dire&t contrary. Moe 
TIER = cor 
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ſcorn and contempt they publickly caſt upon all 
piety and vertue, teaches their Dependents how 
dead a trade that is like toproveto them. And 


- then 'tis very improbable that Godlineſs ſhall 


with them caſt the ſcales againſt Gain. He that 
aims to get an Exhibition, or anything proper- 


. tionable, will ſoon diſcern his way lies 1n a quite 


o—_ road. He muſt find out what Vice of . 
the Gentleman he may be moſt ſerviceable to, 
Sometimes he .muſt puryey for his Luſt, ſome- - 
times for his Intemperance 5 and even' when he 
has cloyed thoſe groſler appetites, yet his Pride 
will always remain infatiable _ Hemult {till pro- 
vide air for that Camelion, lay out his whole 
breath inflatteries ( a more hellh wind than any 
the  Laplanders (ell. ) -?Tis. this enſhrining his 
Diaza which is the craft by which he expe&s his 
wealth : and therefore whatever other office he 
CHEE by ſtarts, a Paraſite isto be his conſtaps 
or 

*6, IN like manner their Servants are diſciplined 
to be the Miniſters of their Luxuries, and not 
only to ſerve but tranſcribe them. The Maſter's 
Vices ſeldom miſs to be taken up by the whole 


Houſe, as if they were'to be the Cognizances and 


Badges to witneſs to whom they retained. And 
though for this they might very. well truſt to the 
efficacy of their bare Example, yet as 1f they 
could never be ſecure enough of corrupting their 
Families, they too often add to it Precepts and 
Rules of Inſtitution. Thus it 1s one of the Fun- 
damental Laws -of their Hoſpitality, That »q 
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ſtranger be ſent Sober nd So that their Houſes 
may. well paſs for inchanted Caſtles, no Man, 
ſcarce that comes into them, being able to guide 
himſelf, out. They : keep, as it were, ſolemn 
Tuſts and Turnements of Debauchery,to challenge 
all comers, and have variety of Champions to 
deal with Combatants of all ranks. In ſhort, 
Gentlemens Families axe become ſuch perfect A- 
' cademies of Licentiouſneſs, that the moſt 1inno- 
cent Puny will there in a very ſhort time become 
proficient. And this God knows is the ordinary 
1mprovement they make of their Authority ; as 
if they affected to outhbid the tyranny of the Turk, 
inſending a Halter to his Vaſſals, and making 
them their own Executioners ; or thought it a 
diſparagement to their, Qualities, 'to go to Hell 
without an honourable Retinue, - ; 
7. AS forthe otherſort of power, that which 
they have over their Friends and intimates, 'tis 
not” diſcernible that they manage that better, 
Who almoſt is there, that ſeems at all-to- advert 
to the Eſſential part of Friendſhip? What a Ra- 
rity, I had almoſt faid a Prodigy is it, tO find 
( even amongſt thoſe that profeſs the greatelt 
dearneſs) any that hath either the Courage tg 
give, or the Humility to receive an Admonition + 
But in ſtead of thoſe wounds of a Friend, Prov.27. 
6. there is nqthing more common among them 
than zhe kiſſes of au Exemy, ſuch mutual ſoothing 
in ill, a5 renders it inveterate and incurable ; an 
like Foab ta. Amaſa, 2 Sam.20. 10, fbeds out the 


bowels, when it pretends to kf, Nay, as if it 
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' were not ſufficient forthem tonourith thoſe Vi- 


ces they find -already planted, they ſow new 
Seeds, communicate their perſonal ones to. each 
other, as if the community of Friendſhip obliged 
them mutually'to diffuſe. their poiſons. Were 
many of the cloſeſt intimacies now adays ranſack- 
ed to the bottom, its to be-feared this would be 
found- the baſis and ground-work of them. He 
that hath advanced above the beaten road,artived 
to-rhe more elevated myſterious parts of wicked- 
neſs, ( The depths of Satan, as they ſpeak, Rev, 2- 
z4.”) would loſe much of the guſt, if he ſhould 
not"'get ſome- Confident, to whom at once to 
boaſt; and propagate his Proficiency. Thus ſa- 
crilegiouſly 15 this venerable relation of Friend- 
ſhip prophaned, by being ' operon to the vileſt 
21+ molt deteſtablepurpoles.; and by this accar- 
ſed. abuſe ſuffers the ſaddeft Metamorphoſis, be- 
comes only a Confederacy in ſin, *a Combination 
and Eeague againft what they account the com- 
mon Enemies, 'God and Vertue. 

8: THESE-/are ſuch wretched perverſions 
of 'their power,that one would gueſs it were ſome 
great and very confiderable weight of preſent 1z- 
tereſt," that ſhould thus byaſs and diftort them. 
Bur when that'is examin'd,. 'twill be found to lie 
wholly on the other ſide. The former Se&ion 
gayens occaſion to diſcern how tranſporting a de- 
light it is, to be the Inftrumentsof any good to 
others. But as there is nov/good can bear propor- 
tion with that which is done to the Soul, fo cer- 
fairly to bean y__ that, muſt far a 
Lett I 4 the | 
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the pleaſure: of all other Benefactions. He that 
ſo diſpenſes his Bounty,as to engage Men to Ver- 
tue by it, is indeed the magnificent Perſon, out- 
vies the moſt profuſe Donations. of the greateſt 
Potentates. They can give but ſome little par- 
cels of Earth, he gives Heaven, and like a migh- 
ty Monarch hath Kings to do. him homage. . So 
be that by well ordering his Family, makes. his 
Servants to be God's, does not only oblige the 
Common-wealth, but is as it were a Patriot even 
to Heaven it ſelf; provides it with Inhabitants, 
and helps to ſecure it from that emptineſs and de- 
population, wherewith the general wickedneſs 
of men ſeemsto threaten it. And then in relation 
to ſuch his Servants, ;he is of all other Maſters 
the moſt bountiful and obliging : :they provide 
perhaps ſome petty Annuities,. he gives a ſtate of 
Inheritance, nay of Eternity. ,. .; / 

'9. THIS 41s avaſt Munificence, yet that 
which thearranteſt Worldlingcan have no temp- 
ration to grudge. A_man, may:thus without a 
Riddle give much, .yet part with nothing, nay, 
acquire that very thing to himſelf,, which he-dif- 
pepſes to others. ' So. that here .is. no, place for * 
the uſual] Cthoughunjuſt ) Objection of '49pove-, 
riſbing ones ſelf, hich is that alone which often 
deads the relliſh, ordiverts the attempt of- other 
Liberalities. "And therefore this fort which is 
reſcued from that one poſlibleallay, muſt certain- 
ly yield the moſt vigorous and: unmixt Pleaſure: 
it being ſure, that Bounty bas: in.it ſelf ſo much 
of agreement with Humane Nature, as will;zne- 
LSE RIS IT . |; 33E ; 6" ble vitably 
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vitably produce Complacence and Delight, 
where 1t 15 not ſo interrupted or allayed. : 
10. I MIGHT here add ex'abundarti, that 
there is likewiſe a ſecular Profit attending it. For 
if Gentlemen had their Dependents truly conſci- 
entious, they would be of very much more uſe to 
them. -They might eployitew ſecurely, and 
need no other Spies upon them but their own 
Conſciences. *Twould” not then be, ſo many 
Servants, ſo many Thieves and Harpies, but fo 
many Factors and Traffickers for the Maſters 
advantages. So that here again their own intereſt 
engages them to this Care: though I confels *tis 
to be wiſhed, that the former more ingenuous 
Motive may be ſo prevalent, as to ſuperſede all 
ule of this ; it being very unreaſonable that God 
ſhould need Auxiliaries from « Mammmon. Yet 
as once the Iſraelites borrowed of the'eAigyptians, 
ſo 1t may not be amiſs to make this Inferiour con- 
fideration a ſtep to the other more Noble: that 
even they who have yet no guſt of that more He 
roick Pleaſure, may on the' intuition of this 


' Worldly __ endeavour to improve their 


Authority tothe Spiritual good of all that belong 
mma eros ere ee. 

"IT, BUT from wp of this Performance 
may they reap ſo rich” ſatisfaction, 'as'from that 
which isexerciſed towtrds a Friend. -For as their 
concernment is nearer 'in'him, than'in'the former 
more diſtant Relations; fo the Pleaſure 'of doing 
good to him, muft proportionably'encreaſe ; as 
that heat is moſt intenſe which is conveyed by the 
$6 | neareſt 


- 


*m.. 


122 THE GENTLEMAN'S CALLING. © 


neareſt Refledtion. He who ſo maintains his Vi- 
tal ſtation in the great Body, as to ſympathize 
with every Member of it, mult yet necetlarily have 
the moſt acute ſenſe of what betals thole parts, 
to which he is moſt immediately conjoyned. But 
there is no fricter Union upon Earth;' than that 
of a Vertuous Friendſhip'; and then what can be 


more fatisfacory, than to. preſerve or. advance - 


the Health of that, whoſe Maladies himſelf is 
ſure to feel, to improve and benetit that perſon, 
whois thus become a, part, of him? Perſons of 
quality love to deck -and- imbellith the. place 
where they inhabit, abhor:to dwell ina Stie or: 
Dungeon: but frieids dwell ineach other; and 
therefore cannot bur be delighted in -beaurifying 
and adorning thoſe Minds they have' thus' choſen 
to live in,: in purging them from all foulneſs and 
pollutions, .,and rendring them as pure and imma- 
culate ; nay? as ſplendid -and illuſtrious; as. is 
pofſible:Gertainly, theres nothing upon. Earth 
more ravithing, than & Friendſhip thus entertain- 
ed. *Tis ſome; Anticipation of Heayen;: where 
thoſe lines of Love which ſtretch themſelves to 
every part of the Circutnference, do. all meet in 
God as their Centre. It is indeed that which ſur- 
mounts the; poſſibility of. an exact; deſcription, 
and. reſeryes..its full diſcovery to be the-prize: of 
Experience. Let it be-tried, 'and then-T:doubtr 
not, but hethat hath made-the Experiment, will 
readily atteſt the pleaſure of thus employing; this 
part alſo. of; his Authority,:-- * if 


S_— 


Ava a ad a. Los - ld lt: th 


SECT. VIII. 
' - the Laſt Advantage, that of Reputation, 


I, | HE, laſt advantage is that of Reputa- 
| tion and Eſteem : which is generally 
preſumed the due of Perſons of Qua- 
lity, unleſs where: ſome perſonal unworthineſs 
hath cut off the: Entail, and forfeited thatxight. 
And though theſe days have taught the. Vulgar 
todefalk much of that reſpe&t which former Ages 
paid to Superiors of all ſarts;. yet I cannot: think 
he- Leveling, Principle has fo univerſally diffu- 
ed itſelf, as, totally to raſe out all Impreſſions 
of Reverence towards them : ſo. that thete ſtill 
remains ſomewhat of this Talent for thens to.ne- 
gotiate with., . It will be; their part ſq to manage 
and diſpoſe it, as to bring in profit to their Lord; 
and vertue. i 4 T1 0.8 
2. THIS they may ſometime do by-Goupſel; 
to the ſucceſs whereof there is nothing more: con- 
tributive than an eſteem of. the Adviſer;..moſt 
rn being rather aprto conſider yho ſpeak than 
what 15 ſpoker. And therefore. perſong,-whoſe 
Quality -and Education have. prepolſeſt them 
with an opinton of their Wiſdom; | Hr 2 great 
pdyantage towards the working on theth, ou 
a a is this 


by making italſoan Engine todraw men.to piety 
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this it will befit them to make diligent uſe of, by 
ſealonable advices and exhortations to thole 
whom they ſhall diſcern thus prepared for the 
entertaining of them, to take all prudent occaſt- 
ons to recommend Chriſtian Prattice to them,and 
by pulling off thoſe diſguiſes which the falſe mea- 
ſures ofthe World have put upon Vice and Ver- 
tue, to repreſent them 1n their true and native 
ſhapes, the one the obje& of horror and detefta- 
tion, the other of loye and. delight. *Tis the 
want of this diſcovery, that has given, Impiety 
ſo free a range: 'it has dreft itſelf up in a'coun- 
terfeit ſplendour, falſe Gems” and” Tinfel-gau- 
dery-; and in this glittering appearance it mar- 
ches on triumphantly, receives ' acclamations, 
ex: and Obeiſance too, nay commands not on- 
y the knees ( as every proſperous Ufurper. can 
do) | but even the hearts of 'men: And will 
none have ſo much Charity, ſo much Zeal for 
publick Concern, as.to uncloak this Impoſtor, 
and ſhew the dazled World what it is it. thus 
bows to? Perhaps this is lookt: on only as the 
buſineſs of Divines;* but certainly would Genrle- 
men alſo ſet to it, they were like to provethe 
more'proſperous undertakers. . What comes;0n- 
ly out of the Pulpit, paſſes for the fooliſhneſs. of 
Preachizy, 1 Cor. 1. 21. for for the diſcourſes of 
_ thoſe-whoſe Trade-it'is to inveigh againſt fin, 
All 'their Thrufts being of courſe, "and expedte 
their: Wards are as well known too; and we dai 
© ſee Vice-approve itſelf an expert Fencer againit 
 _ them. But the endeavours of 'thele* would _ 
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be liable to thoſe prejudices : a. Blow from them 
would come ( like the Revolt of a Confederate) 
with the advantage of a Surpriſe. And there is 
little doubt, but by friendly and familiar Con- 
ferences they might many times inſinuate that 
into mens breaſts, which the more ſolemn and 
arr Lane Exhortations of Miniſters often 
fail of. | 

3. BU T Counſel will be of little efficacy, if 
it be not ſeconded by Example, They muſt 
therefore look their Liyes be ſuch, as may ſhew 
they believe themſelves,whilft they go about to. 
perſwade others. He that ſhall with never ſo 
preſſing arguments dehort a man from that Sin, 
which himſelf at the next opportunity commits, 
will never be ſuppoſed to have any real ill opini- 
on of it, but rather ſo paſſionate a love, that he is 
jealous any but himſelt ſhould have its embraces. 
And then ſurely this will be fo far from averting, 
that it will excite the appetite of the other to 
taſte of that which he ſees 1s thought ſo deſireable 
as to be Monopolized. 

4. INDEED there is nothing by which 
they have ſo univerſal an i»fluexce, as their Ex- 
imple. Things that are ſet in ſome high and 
eminet place, do naturally attra& mens eyes to' 
them: io that eminency of condition wherein 
Gentlemen axe placed, renders their - actions 
more obſervable. They are like the City, our Sa- 
viour ſpeaks of, ſet oz an hill, and have by that 
advantageous ſituation the means of making 
their /5ght ſhine farther than other mens. Fave, 
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therefore it ought- to be their conſtant care, by 
the bright luſtre of their exa& and exemplary 
Converſations, to inlighten the whole ſphere 
: wherein they move. Would Genlemer make this 
their united deſign, what a happy Conſtellation 
of auſpicious Stars would they prove, by whoſe 
benign Afpedt the ſterility of Vulgar minds might 
be cured, and even thoſe ©lods be inſpirited and 
. rendred capable ofexcellent productions? , 
5. FOR what can be more perſwaſive to thoſe 
of the lower *Ranks to embrace Vertue, than to 
ſee it made the ele&ion of thoſe whom they fſup- 
poſe to have moſt judgment to difcern its value, 
and ſo fall not on it blindfold, and who have alfo 
all the contrary pleaſures of Sin within their 
reach; nay proſtrate at their feet, ſuing for en- 
tertainment, and ſo are not caft on it by im 
tence? What a blur and infamy would it caft 
upon Vice,if it were onee baniſhed out of Gentile 
company ? Arid how fair a ftep would it be to- | 
wards its excluſion out-of all? We ſee what a | 
natural aſpiring the lower fort, have to approactt 
to the condition of their Betters. And though || 1 
that being now aimed only at their Pomps and 1 
Greatneſs, be no commendable temper, yet || £ 
- ſure it were much in the power of thoſe emulated || t 
perſons to make it ſo. For would they ſo.order a 
the matter, that their Vertue ſhould out-ſhine all || tl 
their outward ſplendors, that it. ſhould become | i 
the character and diftinive note of a (Tent iemar, 
to be eminently good, this were a. way- to _con- 
. fecrate even Ambition itſelf, bymaking it ati en- 
| ph gins 
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gine not to rack and torture men, as commonant 
bitions do,but to advance them to all vertuous in- 
6. HE that deſired to ennoble his Family, 
would then begin at his Mind, caſt out thence 
all baſe and degenerous Inclinations, and make 
himſelf a Genrleman without help of Heraldry, 
Thus haply might they deceive men into Piety, 
and make thoſe Emulations, whole firſt riſe was 
meerly from earth, a ladder wherewith to ſcale 
Heaven. And how noble, how excellent a cha- 
rity is this, and yet of all others the cheapeſt, it 
having that Proverbial property of Charity, To 
begin at home ! The being good, is primarily a 
kindneſs to themſelves, and to others only by 
way of reſult, and propagation, and eafie conſe- 
uence.. How unchriftian, unmanly, yea un- 
Skilful too will it then be, todeny this bene- 
faction, which has that very argument on its 
ſide, which is oppoſed to other kinds of Libera- 
lities.? That fear of leflening a mans ſelf, which 
in thoſe contracts and ſhuts up the bowels, is 
here in all reaſon toenlarge and dilate them : for 
in this caſe men-.cannot deny, without their own 
reateſt: injury, and diminution. And ſure 
twould juſtly paſs for a prodigy both of malice 
and folly, for one ſo to-avert the benefiting ano- 
ther, asto-incur the greateſt damage to himſelf. 
in avoiding it. | } fi 
7.\BUT alas; it is not: only Charity: either 
to others or themſelves, -which-exa&s of them 
thustoi promote Piety,among men. They: have: 
Fe = brought 
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brought 'rhemſelves under ,another more cons 
ſtraining obligation, I mean that of Fuſtice, par- 
ticularly the juſtice of Reſtitution: for *tis too 
viſible they have been'deeply acceſflary to' its de- 
eay.. So far have they been from adviſing and 
exciting men to good, that I fear their perſwa- 
five faculties have generally been employed to a 
”_ diſtant purpoſe. There are few or none; 
that by their own pious endeavours doat all abate 
the need of the Prieſts exhortations; but ma- 
ny that do evacuate their efficacy, bydecrying it 


45 the greateſt folly, the nioft unmanly ſubmiſ-: 


ſion, t6' yield them any conſideration. As for 
their own Counſels, they are too often in ear- 


neſt, what Solomox's was by way of Irony, Eccl. 


Ii.9. Walk inthe ways if thine heart and in the 
reht of thine eyes, . encouraging and animating” 
am 4 all Senſuahty. And X ehiy Fro area. 
begin to ſtartle at the courſe, toentertain but a' 
ſober thought of that diſmal end to which it' 
leads; heis to be laught out ofthat Fypochondriack 
fit. taught tolook upon it as aſpiceof Phrenſie., 
The loud -noiſe of roaring Mirth is re-inforced 
todrown that poor whiſper of Conſcience, and 
by the ſound as it were of thoſe Trumpets he is 
incited to turn to his courſe, as the horſe ruſ- 


eth info the battel, Fer. $. 6. all arts of encou- 


rigement uſed to embolden him to run fearleſly 
on to Damnation. | This 15 their own ' known: 
Recipe----for all pangs and gripes of Soul. And 


if it be not of every days practice, *tis: not, that” 
they have any better method'of Cure; but: fuch- 
| «- : | arts 
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arts of prevention, ſuchmeans of ſtupefation and 


\ 0oqans that the diſeaſe ſeldom occurs among 
men. 5 FE. | OS 

- 8. NOR do they omit to back and fortifie 
this with proportionable Examples : which God 
knows are ſo many and ſoefficacious, that like 
a diſmal Cloud they over{pread our whole Ho- 
rizon. . They-who are by God deſigned as lights 
to 1lluminate- all about them, -have been the in- 
ſrruments of introducing a more than c/Z2ypriaz 
darkneſs, thereby 'exemplifying that Aphoriſm 
of 'our Saviours, eMatr.6. 23. If the light that 
i in thee be darkneſs, how  gieat # that dark- 
neſs. ; 

'9. W HA Tadelugeof Prophaneneſs and Im- 
piety. at this day overflows this poor Nation, is 
too viſible not only by the direc, but the reflex- 
ed beams,thoſe fad Judgments they have broughr 
down upon'it. And though-there be too man 
nv which feed this Ocean, yet there will 
carce any be found to have more liberally con- 
tributed, than the open and ſcandalous. vicioul- 
neſs of. the Geztry, They who are placed as 
Stars in our. Firmament, if they dart norhing 
but malignant Influences, what wonder ts it, 
if an univerſal Peſt enſue ? *Tis they that have 
brought Vice _into ' countenance, made it the 
mode and faſhion of the times, ſo that people 
dread" the ſingularity of being” innocent,” and: a - 
man may-with lefs peril of foorn appear tt the 
moſt ſuperannuated dreſs, than' own the Obſo- 
lere qualities of Mceknefs; Purity; Sobriety, &c.* 


"> 
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How great and fatal 2, ſnare this, creditabile- 
zeſs of lin has proved; I fear theie ave too many 
thouſands of entangled Souls can witneſs. .- And 
on: whom can they more propealy charge their 
ruige, than on thoſe who have- advanced it to 
this repute 1n_ the world? Mens;natural pravity 
gives them propenſion, more that enough.toill; 
and therefore it hath; been. the bufineſs of Laws 
both humane and divine- to. put: a bridle: upon 
thoſe inclinations, by fear and: ſhame toie- 
ftrain their inordinacy: but this converts the 
_ "bridle into a ſpur, when: thoſe that ſhould dif- 
eountenance Vice, thus animate and encourages 
It. oe 
. 10, FOR what a Temptation isit to the vul- 
gar #2 7un to all exceſs of Riot, when they: ſee 
their ſuperiors. have. beaten the path before them, 
and are themſelves immerſt in: the moſt brutiſh 
ſenſualities? Which. of them will. endure to-be 
fober,. when Drunkenneſs ſhall be: acdounted; ſo- 
_ digaifying a quality, that it may make a Pear 
ſant company for a.Lord ? When Gentlemen are 
Atheiſtical, Clowns willthink- themſelves very: 
modeſtly wicked, if they be-but prophane. And: 
when they hear their. Betters diicharge loud 
Valleys.of Oaths, they will foon find: they: are: 
as. well: qualified for that part of greatneſs as the: 
belt, Their Tongues are a$muchtheir own, Pſa. 
2. 4. and will be glad that; by ſuch an eafie wm-) 
ployment of them they cambe Gentfermern ſo gaod: 
cheap. *T were. as endleſs. 2s unneceſlary to enu- 
mera the ſeveral- forts. of: infeftian, : which __ 
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ill. examples of great men have diffuſed. *Tis 
too obvious in the moral effe&s to need any 
other way of diſcovery. And I am ſure it ought 
to be matter of the ſaddeſt refle&tion to all who 
are involved in that guilt ; it being a more direful 
dccount which rhey will one day have to make, 
who have been the Authors of fuch miſerable va- 
ſtations, turn'd Communities of Men, of Chri- 
ftians, into Herds of Beaſts, nay into Legions of 
Devibs. . | : 58 io df0 phage 
tr, EVERY fin even of the privateſt ob- 
ſeureſt perſon. carries much of contempt and af-. 
front to the Divine Majeſty : but great mens vi- 
ces are of a yet more giantly frame, they pro- 
chim folemn War with Heaven, levy forces, 
and draw in multitudes of abettors and 'confede- 
rates in their hoſtilities. And God knows this 
kind of Un-evangelical violence the kingdom of 
Heavey daily ſuffers. Olthat the Chieftains and 
Leaders of thete unhappy troops, would at. laſt 
think fit to ſound 4 retreat; that they would; in 
pity if not to themſelves, yet to their ſeduced 
ollowers,. ceaſc thus deſperately to ruſh on upon 
the mouthi of the Canon, the: Jaws of Hell! 
Arid: not otily ſo, but that they would- alſo en- 
deayour to bringthem intoſome terms of accord 
with that onmnipotent Enemy they have provo- 
ked ; by their own penitent and-reformed lives 


tech then+ rhe poſtures of humility and fubmi(- 


fioti; #5 they have formerly done: that of defi- 
ance! This certainly is thartowhich common 


_ Conh- 
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confeſſed ly an indiſpenſable part of juſtice. - And 


certainly there can no injury exceed, nay equal 


this of betraying mentoeternal ruine : and con-, 


ſequemly nothing leſs than the utmoſt induſtry 
tO repair it can be any competent expiation. God 
grant all thoſe, whole guilt gives them a pecu- 
[rar title to this admonition, may own their right 
_ toit by a particular and ſerious application, ſuch 

as may for the future engage them to the moſt 
zealous endeavour of reforming not only them- 
ſelves, but others, for reſcuing their reputation 
from that fouleſt blot, of being an agent for Sa- 
tan, and advancing it to that highelt dignity. of 
being ſerviceable to God. 

12, BUT. thereis little hope they will right- 
ly eonſider the uſe, who are {o utterly miſtaken 
m the nature of true reputation. A man of Ho- 
our 1s now underſtood only to - be one that can 
ſtart and maintain a Quarrel, that for every the 
triflingeſt injury expects like Lamech, Ger.4.24. 
to be. avenged ſeventy and ſeven fold; that de- 
/ > the Chriſtian precepts of Meekneſs, Long- 

uffering, and Forgiveneſs, as rudiments . of 
cowardiſe and unmanly pulillanimity, and has 
no other meaſure of — and gallantry, but 
by an utter oppoſition toall, thoſe. And whileſt 
reputation is thus hung only at the point of the 
ſword, 'ris 2 very fit inſtrument to deſtroy bo- 
| dies; but ſure not toſave Souls. We find daily 

' many occaſions. to complain of the Tyranny of 
Cuſtom and Opmion, but ſcarce any: where fo 
-much-as in thoſe unjuſt and abſurd Lens ty 
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have 1mpoled in this matter: which were they 
* confideringly weighed would ſurely evince them 
ſuch contemptible Legiſlators, as would be 
enough to dechrone and depoſe them from that 


uſurped Empire they now maintain in the _ 


world. | | 

13, TO take only a ſhort and curſory view 
of them,we ſhall in the firſt place find them to be 
horribly impious. For whatcan be moreſo, than 
thus to 'tear 'off thoſe ſignatures 'of Honour, 
which God himſelf hath impreſt, and vilifie thoſe 
whom he hath dignified ? God has pronounced 
that it is the diſcretion vf a man that deferreth his 
anger, and it is his glory topaſs over a-tranſgreſ- 
ſion, Prov. 19, 11. And again, He that i flow to 
anger is better than the mighty, and he that ruleth 
his ſpirit, than he that taketh a City, Prov. 16, 32. 
But this new notion -of Honour proclaims the 
quite contrary ; he paſſes for a Phlegmarick fool, 


whoſe bloud boils not at the firſt glimpſe of an 


Aﬀeont; and 'tis Gallantry to offer” many Inju- 
ries, but 1gnominious Tameneſls to bear one, It 


has always been the indiſputable prerogative of- 


K ings to be the Fountains of Honoar ; what an im- 
viledge, by whom Kings reign? To cancel his Pa- 
tents, and mark them out as the objets of ſcorn, 


thus is it daily done to.the men, whom the Kzzg 
of' Kings will honour ; theſe are all the Friumphs 
theſe Mordecay's muſt expe& ; an evidence how 
much worſe they are than Hamman, that allot 

| Ee. © = them, 
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pious daring is it then todeveſt him of rhat pri- - 


to whom God gives ſo glorious a teſtimony ? Yet 
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to reverſe his Decrees.” And upon this hoſtility 
and oppoſition againſt Heaven 1t 1s; that all the 
private Yaarrels, and Combates vn Earth are ( as 
on their foundation ) ſuperſtructed; ſo that to 
Initiate a Duelliſt, his firſt Challenge muſt be di- 
refieganmaltGodbagfelt EN --; 

' 14, NOR are theſe falke meaſures of Ho- 
Nnour. more oppolite to Religion, than Prudence. 
The gloſſes the Sword-men have put upon the one 
fundamental Law of Not bearing an Injury, have 
introduced ſuch a. multitude of ridiculous Pun- 
Rilio's, "that the next Age will be in danger of 
receiving the Fable of Lou ©uixet for Authen- 
tick Hiſtory. And 1 ſee not with what juſtice 
this can laugh at them in him and his Squire Sax- 
cho, and yetthink them ſerious enough to goyern 
men 1n their moſt real and weighty concernments. 
It would indeed aſtoniſh any iober perſon to con- 
fider, what Chimera's they are, to which men fa- 
crifice all that ought to be dear to them. ; How 
many Daels have beea fought, how many men 
kill'd, ( when neither of the Combatants were 10 
implacable but thatxthey could willingly have 
compounded the nfatter) only becauſe they 
thought, point of Honour exaced it, and the 
declaring it would be inglorious? Certainly the 
Gallies 1s a ſtate of perie& liberty, compared 
with this bondage. © And were the Releaſe from 
thoſe- ncceflarily to infer a ſubjettion to this, 
\ - \verethoſe Slaves obliged thus ro þecome Gex/le- 


y >, 


them. Certainly there cannot be an act of grea- 
ter defiance againft the Divine Majeſty, than thus 


OS of Ih Men 
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men, 1 fhould ceaſe my wonder why ſo many of 
them havedeſpiſed a' manumiſſion. For thus to 
 lave a mans Eſtate, his Life, yea Soul too, at 
the mercy of Popular breath, ( not only to be 
loſt,but loft by his own a& ) is a ſlavery beyond 
all that the moſt abject creature ever groaned un- 
der And yet ſo-prodigiouſ]yablurd is the World, 
as to cut this out for the Benjamir's portion, make 
it the efpecial af peculite Diivikadie of Gemtle- 
men; | They ate fet upon a Theatre, and' as the 
Gladiators of 01d- muſt kill one another, only 'to 
entertain Spectators. And who would not think 
Bealim the only Seminary to breed men up for 
ſuch'a*Trade ? Yet ſo univerſal js this Lunacy, 
that one may ſifpett the Inftittition of that Hoſ- 
pital is perverted, - that that incloſes only the S9- 
beriperlons, whileſt the Frantick run looſe about 
the World. | 
r5. BU T perhaps the more malicions Due/- 
ters will think themſelves exempt from this num- 
ber;” becauſe 'tis their own ſatisfaction which 
they deligh in it their Enemies blond wall 
make fo delicious 2 Draught for their Revenge, 
that they galp after it, and think it a pleafure 
well worthy their purſuit. Butſure theſe differ 
from the former; not as Wiſe men from Fools, 
but as4 worſe Natured Fool from a better. He 
that would jufſtifie the rationaineſs of any Adven- 
rure; muſt prove the Prrze at leaſt to equal the 
worth of that he hazards forit. But who that 
confiders he has a Soul, can ſerioully fer it at fa 
contgmptible a rate? Or what man in his wits, 
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that believes a Hell; will ſay. the pleaſure of a Re- 
venge can counteryail thoſe pains? Nay indeed, 
none can with any: pretence put 1t in ballance 
with the meer loſs of Life. For he that is kill'd 
as every man may be that fights ) can have no 
{enſe of that pleaſure, and ſo becomes uncapable 
of the compenſation;it that were able to make it. 
Nay.lI ſhall deſcend yet lower, and-with ſome con- 
fidence affirm, that the uneaſfie conſequences even 
of the victory do. quite overwhelm the ſatisfacti-- 
on. For this I dare refer my ſelf to any of thoſe 
who have had the unhappy Triumph of a Marde- 
rer, and doubt not that if they-will ſpeak their 
experiences, they wall tell us. that the cry;' of 
their Adverſaries bloud in their Conſcience,. did 
utterly extinguiſh the reliſh of it in their. Fancy. 
Or it they were perſons who were hardned againſt 
all ſenſe of Divine vengeance, yet the fear of Hu- 
mane was abundantly enoughto defeat them; of 
that pleaſure they expected.,--ſo impoſſible-1s it 
to gather Grapes of theſe thorns, to reap any. con- 
tentment from ſounchriſtian an Attempt. Their | 
Revenge 1s not compleated without Bloud : and 
if they have it, it proves a Torrent to carry away 
that imaginary Delight they projected from: it. 
And then what colour of -regſon can any nein 
bring, why he ſhould thus ſel his ſoul for nought, 


and become a Platonick to Damnation ? | 

16. BUT Revenge has two All-matcht- quali- 
ties, Blindneſs and Impetuoſlity ; and fo. all: its 
darts, though they carry. force and yenome 
enough to deſtroy all about them, 'yet by-bez f 
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ill aimed revert mortally on the breaſt whence 
they were ſhot. Certainly there- is not in the 
world a more prodigious Infatuation, than that 
which rules in this affair. '- What can- be more 
ſenſeleſs, than'for me, when a man has done me 
an Injury, to' think to wipe off that by expoling 
my ſelf to more? When he has given me the Lye, 
toinvite himm'to give me the Stab too? Did ever 
any man'attempr to makeup a breach by widen- 
ing it? Tocloſe his woutid by tearingit further ? 


The My indeed talk of a method of curing 
ſome Di 


ifeaſes by Majoration : but ſure Injuries 
are not'in the number 'of thoſe maladies; not ca- 
pable'of that way of remedy. The greater may, 
'tis pollible; overwhelm, but-not cure: the lets; 
as themore moderate Pains become infenfible- by 
the ſuperveniency of thermore acute. Yer I pre- 
ſume none' will applaud his choice, that ſhould 
call for the Rack 2 drown the pain of a Cut fin- 


ger, which yet is no hyperbolical Emblem of this 


ort of Revenge. | q 
17. BUT beſides all this, our modern Gat- 


lantry 15; treacherous'to it ſelf, confutes its own 
| pretenfion, and whileſt it vainly aſſumes the M6+ 


nopoly of- Courage,' is indeed the meaneſt Co- 


wardiſc in the World: That by which we uſeto 


diſcriminate baſe fear from juſt caution, is'the 


. formidableneſs of the obje& feared. No man is * 


reproached for not ſtanding the inundation ofthe 
Sea ; but to quake' at Repping over a Gutter, 
would be a ridiculous timorouſneſs, *Twould 


be neither wonder nor ſhame to runfromthe Fai 
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ſuit of a Lion; . but to. be chaſed by-a barking 
Whelp,- is the property of. an Hare, not of 2 
Man. And according to this .meaf{ure, | what 
wretched Cowards are our greateſt Hei#ors? For 
what can be more contemptible than-thoſe unjuſt 
Scorns of men rhey_1o tremble at? Which, if 
they were ſure to be univerſal, ' yet, what real ill 
can they:do aman, who does aot byhis own fan- 
cy lend them an edge wherewith towound- him ? 
But; neithgr. can this be the Cale, tall all both 
Chriſtianny and Sobriety. /be quite worn, out of 
the wor'd., For to a Chriſtian; 'tis-cefrain the 
irrcligwnof Fighting's Duel would bethe moſt 
jatamous thing ;and even to's ſober Heathen the 
folly cf it. ould beſo tov; {o-that he cam be in 
no danger of. either of. their. Reproaches,: for de- 
cliningit., And when thele are {et afide, who is 
there whoſe cenſure canbe at all conſiderable? 
Yet this fo: pitiful deſpicable thing is it, -which 
ſo terriiesandamazes them And how ſhall we 
define Cowardile, if this benot it? {© 
\:.18. A ND. asit hasthe nature, ſor has jt the 
Fate of it t99Q,, which uſually.is-by fleeing-anima- 
ry danger, to fall into a real.. Men 6ght, 
tt they may nat be thought. Cowards; and by 
Sghting they. da not only become indged-{a, but 
alſd ruth themſelves upon- ather far more formi- 
dable miſchigts,. run from a Scarcrow jntg a Pre- 
cipice. And now what a Riddle is this thing wy 
_  eall. Gallantry, which fo ſtartles at the weake 
noiſe, yet Rands undauntedly the ſtroke of a 
* -Lhunderbolt? They who lo aread'the pn, 


that 
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of vainand impotent men, do yet confidently en- 
counter the anger of the omgIpotent God 3 andif 
Yalour and Fool-hardineſs were not very.diſtagt 
things, would confute my whole argument bþ 
making it evident, that they dare be damned. 
Thus by a ſtrange kind of inverted operation their 
Fear makes them bold : would God that Jntipe- 
riſtaſis might 'go on to work, till that Boldneſs 
have again brought them to fear, I mean that 
penitential Fear, proper to thoſe who thu? delj- 
berately provoke the Divine Majeſty. --; |. 
Ig. AND chat wp nectar 15 & GIrQUA- 
Ranceof fo great an enhancement, as unmealy- 
rably heightens the fin. Sudden acts may be ca- 
pable of lome alleviations by the ſurpriſe they 
make on a mang{pirit : but contrived and preme- 
ditated Crimes can have no. milder appearance 
than of obſtinate:Rebellion; And this aggravati- 
on can ſcarce ever be wanting to a Dae/; many 
hours, if not days mtervening between the! De- 
ſignment and the Execution. And in that inter- 
val ;tis not poſſible for all the Opiate Receipts in 
Satan's Dilpenſargey to keep: the Conſcience; 
drowlie, that 3: flint not ftartle, but it wilkug-- 
doubredly REPRAITOS 49. 8 B98 the horror, of:thar 
he is pings £: which is no lefs than the ange- 
ing elf in'a double Marder, his own, iand 
us Adverlaries. | For the wilful hazard. of both 
faſtens on him the guilt, Rough both happen to 
ſurvive the Combate. ' But 1f it be his own fate 
to fall (as he has much reaſon to expect: who 
Shus puts him{zlf- gut of Gods Protections nay 
. od oo. af Ea 
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dares his vengeance ) what poſſible hope can re- 
main for. him, who thus dies in that very a& of 
the greateſt ſin ? We. are generally apt to think 
but uncomfortably of -thoſe who make away them- 
ſelves: but certainly many of thoſe deſerve to be 


 Canonized, in compariſon with- a man that dies 


in Dxe/ ; the Principle of that being often an: ex- 
ceſſive Fear of God, which ſure is leſs culpable, 
than a prophane contempt of him. © Beſides the 
temptation in that caſe 1s uſually more violent 
and impetuous ; it being ( if not begot, yet) che- 


'riſht and fomented by Melancholy, the moſt 'un- 
'traQtable and obſtinate of all humours : whereas 


the ſuggeſtion to this: hath noſuch Auxiliary to 
aidit, the original of Quarrels being frequently 


from'too free a. Jollity. And laſtly, that, of how 


heinous'a kind' foever, is yet but a fingle fin, 
whereas this, as Ifſaid before, involves a twofold 
guilt. - And of how crimſon a colour muſt that 
foul" appear before 'Gods Tribunal, that is thus 
double-dyed in Blond! ak | 


- - 


1.720. AND now who can chuſe but cry out in 


the-' Prophet Eſay's ſtile, Hear O Heavens, and 
hearken O Earth ! What ſtrain of wonder and 


amazement can bear oj! Hors with the deſpe- 
rate- madneſs of men, that can thus knowingly 
and confideringly ruſh themſelves upon ſuch 'un- 


ſpeakable miſchiefs? Eſpecially ſince here they 
want-even that miſerable Reſerve, which ſerves 


| _toemboldenthem to other fins, viz. the hope of 
{ ., 2 future repentance. For thoſe that make but 
1 the flighteſt meaſures of rhat, can ſcarce fancy 


any 
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any opportunities of it in.this caſe: 1ince to him. 
that dies, there ſeldom remains any ſpace of in- 


terval between his ſin and his death, no time for 
thoſe clouds to gather, thoſe penitential ſhowres 
to deſcend, which ſhould; wath away his. bloud- 
ouiltineſs ; or if there did, . yet what expectation 
15 there he ſhould. employ it to any effect? Such 
preſumptuous conſiderate {ins naturally work an 
obduration in the heart, which nothing but an 
extraordinary grace can remove; and atter ſuch 
an high and daring provocation, *tis very reaſon- 
able to expe& God ſhould withdraw even the 
loweſt degrees, but ſure not. that he ſhould add 
higher. I FREE 

". THESE Conſiderations are all of them 
ſo obvious, that they naturally ſuggeſt them- 
ſelves. And certainly they are ſo weighty-and 
preſſing, that'tis a Prodigy to ſee they Fould be 
ſo univerſally ineffetual : which can proceed 


from nothing but the want of cloſe and ſerious - 


application. Would mendare but to meet ſingle 
with their own ſober thoughts, 'twould certainly 
ſuperſede: all other Duels. There remains there- 


fore nothing for meto add, but to invite them to 


this one Encounter,. to beſeech them to.grapple 
a-while but with the force of Reaſon, a Combat 
of all others the ſecureſt, where to beſubdued is 


more glorious than to conquer in any other: and 


when it has deſpoiled them of that talſe courage, 
which expoſes them to ſuch dilmal ruines, to 
permit it tore-inſpirit them with a true one, ſuch 


4 
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as may. give them daring enough to ſtand .p 
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igainftrhis fo more than barbarous a criſtomm ; ro 
etideayour to baniſh it” git of Chriſtendom, and 10 
takeoff that Reproach which our profefſion lies 
under fror ſo ittipious a practice, which having 
no other Tenure but Preſcription, there needs 
nothing but Defuerude to d 44 it. Let every 
man for his own part ftrialy abftairr from it,” and 
avow the doing to, and then by ceafing to be a 
Faſhion it will ceafe to be at all. ] 
22, BUT themiſery of it is, no'man will af- 
fame to be leader in this ſo noble an Enterpriſe, 
to begin this fo neceſſary a Reformation : which 
though it have ſo mach more of compliance even 
to carnal.. Intereſts, than its contrary, that E 
doubt not many with it were univerfal; yet tilt 
it be fo, they think "twill be uncreditable to any 
particutar perſon. ' Bat were that the cettain 
event of it, *tis furethat reproach ought to be de- 
ud, when it corties if competition with Duty. 
n this caſe the reſolution of David ( as great a 
Sword-man as any of them) is tnoft proper; I 
will yer be more vile than this, 2 Sam. 6.22. And 
certainly a man cannot pafs a miore glorious Mar- 
tytdom, than to ſuffer ignoniny upon fuch atr 
4ccolnt. I arr ſure *ris 4 teal ſhame to ſee that 
mien can offer violerice to all their deaxeft corti- 
plicated Intereſts, ro_comply with that utn- 
chriſtian cuſtom, yet cannot croſs a ſingle imiagh- 
-nary one, Fo ſuppret + _ # 
' 23. NAY the truth is, . they create. Pundt- 
Fo'sin this caſe, by which themſelves will tiot be 
govetn'd itt any other. Iii a cortufioiyFy#z does 


any 


"VE PE 


i. Adantige of Repuiation. ''!i 1243 


any man ſuſpend his ownendeavours, till heſee . 


the whole Town running to quench the flame? 
-Or if one; of theſe popular perſons had beegof the 
Philifims company, when: the houſe began to fall, 
Fund, 16.30. KY we have fo dreaded the fingu- 
larity of a ſolitary eſcape, asnotto have attemp- 


ted it, till thoals of others had led the way? We 


have had: ſome experience, under what prejudice 
a publitk AG falls, thatis.by its makers preclu- 
ded from-being a preſident. And {ure theſe men 
do tacitly ( yet very intelligibly ) accuſe the-uny 
reaſonableneſs. of this fear; whileſt they contine 
it to this ſingle inſtance, And. methinks 'twere 
but juſt, they ſhould be required to be conſenta- 
neous. to themſelves, andact in other things by 
the fame meaſures ; which would'prove {otharp 
a;penance, aswere more likely to reduce themto 
ſobriety, than all the force of Argument. 

-:'24. BU'E beſides this ſevere Remetly, there 
is ſure an, Antidpte-againſtthis Malaay,. a'way to 
ſeparare- the Duty-trom the Contempt -which 
their fancies. have ſojcloſcly annext to. it: and 
that-is by" making their lives ſo uniformly: Chri- 


ſtian, that it may beevident, 'tis Conſcience,not 


Fear that works - with: them. Waithqur. this I 
kthow-indeed no: ſecurity from: reproach. ' For to- 


ſee4 manywho tra -uponall other commands 


of; God, . catch: up: this, as a Buckler: againſt a 


Challeriger,, whocam be fo:blind]ly chanitable;as 


to:impure this toi any thing:but Cowardiſe? But 
when. the:'w ole tra&of 2mans Life is one Cont 
Rusdcourſe of Qbedience noman ——_ be 
Nt! f ould 
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ſhould'violate that upon 'this occaſion. ; To this 
may be added a chearful and free expoſing him- 
ſelt toall warrantable dangers,when any publick 
occaſion of hazard is offered : ifhe then ſhew him- 
ſelf daring, 'twill be apparent, that 'tis not the 
fear of :Death, but Sin, which locks up his Sword 


from private Dzels. 'Or when there is no oppor-' 


tunity of this active valour, ket him approve his 

ſlive by a contented, nay joyful ſubmiſſion to 
any ſuffering, that attends the diſcharge of a good 
Conſcience: and of this there is little fear ( in 
theſe days eſpecially ) to want occaſions. He 
that does this, will bein no danger to be defamed 
for declining Duels: ' but on the contrary ſuch an 
equable piety will extort reverence from all; there 
being ſuch a venerable amiability in it, that the 
moſt prophane dv even againſt their wills bearit 
ſome inward reſpec. | each 

25. LE T not men therefore pretend. ' the 
Fear of Reproach, as an Excule, ſince- here is fo 
ready-a Satvoto that Objection :- butlet them by 
an aſſiduous practice of all other Chriſtian Ver- 
tues, render this alſo ſecure to them, and quali- 


fie themſelves for the propagating It to others; - 


And Oh; that we could once ſee all other quarrels 
amongſt Gentlemen converted into: this one holy: 
contention, who ſhould be forwardeſt in this He- 
roick attempt. Tis the falſe notion of Honour, 
that is one of Satan'sprincipal Citadels, like Zi- 
_ 0x to the Febuſites:: and the aſſaulting of that, 
would bean atchievement of ſo:mucti glory, :thar 
he that-could proſper in it, | might: juſtly chal- 


knge 


{ 
| 
j 
. 
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lenge the dignity which Davzd there promiſes, 
2 Sam. 5. 8. of being Chief andi Captain; Here 
then they may lawfully quench their thirſt'of 
Hononr, yeaandthat of Revenge too, by wreck- 
ing.their utmoſt malice on this their {o grand 
Enemy. | Let it be temembred how: long it hath 
befooled and cheated the World, :and be expoſed 
toall the ſhames and deteſtation\of-a diſcovered 
Impoſtor. Nay let it be brought to a ſolemn 
Arraignment; thoſe: innumerable! Mutders, - of 
which it has been guilty, chargedon it, and-pro? 
ſecuted' to death, ſo utterly extinguthed, that it 
may . never again appearin the World, whileſt 
all good men applaud the juſtice, :and ſay, ' Ss let 
all thine enemies periſh,” O Lordi 0 «© © 
1:26, HA VING this refleted on the com- 
mon Abuſes of. Reputation, all that iremains isro 
conſider how injurious men areto themſelves in 
their ill mangoeyiat this Talent, which might be 
improved -not.only to their final account, but even 
their -preſent pleaſure. - For firſt; he that by ſea- 
ſonable advice reſcues any man from a'courſe of 
fin, will infallibly feel ſo unutterable a compla- 
cency in having done ſo, that hewill find he was 
kind to himſelf. as well as the other, and will 
have no temprtatiori tothiak/himielf unprofitably 
imployed,,. though that were'to be his only Re- 
ward. This bringing ſigners to repentance is {o 
noble, ſo tempting a.defign, thar it drew even 
God. himſelf from Heaven to profecute it; and 
that not by: cheap and eafte- means, . but by all 
thoſe - Sufferings,) | —_ humane Nature moſt 


trembles 
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trembles at : yetſuch was the jy of Man's falva- 
tion, which was ſer before him, as enabled him to 
endure the Croſs, and acfpiſe the ſhame, Heb, 12.2, 
How rich a bargain will it then be ro a mai to 
partske with himin that joy, to ſhare with him in 
that prize, upon fo much eaſter terms, topay but 
a little breath for that which exhauſted his blood, 
and to betome (ina lower inferior ſence) a Sa- 
viour without Groſs? © TLC? 
27. IN like-manner, he that by a ſtrict and 


exemplary converfation fets hirnſelf up a 4e2d-' 


mark to dire&tmen in this turbulent and dange- 
rous Sea, his hghe,” tis trae, goesforth to others, 
but the warmthand heriſhing heat of *t remains 
within his own breaſt. What chearful, what 
exulting reflexions tnay he make upon himfelf, 
that can make good St. Paw/'s proteſtation, Atts 
20, 26. that he w pure from the blood of all men? 
That he hath not by any {candaſous. E le en- 
fnared any foul; bution the contrary hath by po- 
fitive illuftrious ads of Vertue endeavoured {0 to 
adorn his Chriftan Profeſſion, as to draw ih Pro- 
{clytes not to the Name, but: the obedience of 
Chriſt? That hath made it his buſineſs to ſtand 
in the Gap, avt oaly by His TInterceſſions with 
God againſt the Plagues, but by his endeavours 
with Men againſt thefins ofthe Nation, and by a 


profancnefs and. licentiouſneſs, hath invited 
othersto give ſome ſtop to thoſeiimpure torrents? 
I has always been accounted ſo glorious a thing 
to redeem ones Countrey from ſlavery, that men 


eady oppoling himfelf againſtthe inundation of 


have 
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— ught. their | xn hazards amply paid 
withthe Title of a Patriot. ' But there is no vaſ- 
fallage ſo ignoble, no ſervitude ſo miſerable, as 
that. of Vice. 'and conſequently no attempt ſo 
worthy, ſa ingenuous, fo ſarisfactary to fg un- 
aattaes, 2s to break that. yoke. He that aſpires 
a than private Innocence, is only on 

wap part, ſtands upan his guard againſt. 
Dedg t-he that aims at this ſort of publick 
Spooner maintains aft invalive War againſt 
him, and ſo mare ſhakes: his Kingdom. The re- 
ducing of any finnet is the diſpolleſſing, him of ſo 
much. of his ulurpe territory, and weakens his 
ig the. world. . This is indeed thetrus . 
Pablict Spirit: which though many have pretend- | 
&d. $0. from whom we dilcera nothing of theſe 
ex X oy vet ets nlions wn ens went 
t9 the excellenc thing, and qughr to ani- 
bi he lnded what fo many have coye- 
a to berho 


a8. I Sous. L need not 89.01 to the 

ohar inllanny: every mans ſenſe, without con- 
Gove either his Reaſon ar Religion, will be 
abs 10; pronounce. that. 'tis hetrer to be in Peace 


thay Hoſtitity, to have a. whole than a wounded = 


body, 9 keep ſecurely his awn ſtation, thanto . 
be hunted like a ,P ariredge en the Mountains by the 

Avenger of Blood; The greater is the Miracle, 
that men who'in all other inſtances devote them- 
ſelves wholly to their ſenſuality, ſhould here on- 
ly abjure it ; that when body and foul come in 


©agettion liveas if A had noſfoul, yer = 


_ 
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oi this occaſion can'date, as if they had is bodies : 
Oh that. men ſhould beſuch: ill: haart of their 
ſufferings, and thus enhance 'Satan's:markets?-! 
Alas, : Hell is a Purchaſe will never be* *taken' out * 
of their hands ; how many Chapmenſoever they / 
{ee abour it,” they may-ſecure their Eftate there 
firm enough by thoſe fins they have more guſt 
of ; why thould they be thus madly: prodigal to 
out-bid the common rate? Muſt- Gentlemen buy 
Darination,' as the: ' uſually do Wares, dearer- 
chatrother men? How' is Perditiof 'become' fb! 
amiable; that like Rachael a dvvible ſervitude is? 
judged Tight for it ; . whilſt, Heaven inthe mean' 
time TikeFeik ſo much depiſed;that *tisthought- 
an injury to have that obtruded on them,” though 
uporr. the- 'eaſieſt terms? Certainly” they© are 
ſtrange transforming Opticks' Er theſe mem 
make uſe of, Would God they could be but 
zrſwaded; -if not 'to' break, yer atleaſt for a: 
while to lay by thoſe falle: Glaſſes; and betiol! 
things inctheir genuine a irs ſhapes : 'and 
then Fdoubt not they will diſcern rhat Honour to 
be infamy; which ſets men at kin with God; 
ind chat Reputation then alone ' becomes efti- 
mable, when like a River it od its Tribute'ts 
the Ocean, promotes his glory; 'at whoſe feet 
Kings ( without Alindaatios'){ caſt both fiee: 
elves and Crowns... 


POCO 


SECT. IX, 
 . THE CONCLUSION. 


E have now actording to our 


\ y propoſed Method... ſurveyed at- 
Wy flindly thoſe ſeveral: Advan- 


tages which Gentlemen exjoy, and may.ſurely give 
the ſame teftimony which Caleb and "5m aid of 
Canaan; Namb. 14. The Land which we paſſed 
thorow toſearch it, 1s an exceeding good Land. 
*Tis a rich and fertile Soil wherein theſe men are 
planted, iſuch as hath a natural aptitude and vigour 
un the moſt excellent Fruits. But Paradiſe 


I, 


ſelf required dreſſing, and therefore we find Adam 


had that work aſſygned him in his Innocence. And 
ſarely theſe his Sons may well ſubmit to the ſame 
Tok, , by. the faithful diſcharge whereof they may 
| _ ſome approaches towards that his priſtine 
ate, 5 Ot 
2. IT need mot be again incalcated, that all theſe 
their Receits have their ſpecial and particular ends 


in Gods aſſignment. *Twill be mere uſeful ta remem- 


ber them, how nearly they are concerned not to per- 
vert the Counſel of. God againſt themſebves, by neg- 
tefting to give them their. due expetted improve- 
ments. For though he be a moſt liberal, yet is he not 
@ negligent Maſter, but keeps an exatit and punitual 

ny 4. 2» devout 


I 
= 
So 


puite changes their Nature, converts them from bleſ- 
fings to the heavieſs Curſes: would God too many 
men had not thus exemplified their own deſtruttive 
power, and by a kind of Anti-cxeation brought 
Dartnefon of Bo boos 
3. BU T* tis pi they\ ſhould be permitted to 
fleep in that Darkneſs, which themſelves have made, 
"And I if this little Tract ſpfl fall 3nto any 
ſuch hands, it maſt avew to come upon that #ncivil, 
yet friendly Errand, to diftarb their reſt, to awake 
them to ſome Conſideration, and as Philip's Movk 
toxy was to remember him, that he was but a Man, 
jo topur them in mind, that in the midſt of their 
freeſt enjoyments they are ftill bat Stewards, avd 
—* know not how ſoon their Lord enay ſanamon them to 
"their Jecounts. And with what confafion awd con- 
fternation muſt they appear at the great Audit, who 
have ſo unfaithfully managed their traſt ? 'Tis there- 
fore now no longer time to daily, but by an aſſiduons 
Care and diligence to endeavonr ro vedecon their paſt 
ill-husbandry, leſt they run the Fate of that. Ewil 
Servant wextioned, Marth. 2.4, be ſurprifed ia the 
midſt of their Inordinacies, and have rheir: portio 
affgned them in weeping .und gaaſhung of 
"mo ion, HT rtR anrartudhy 
' 4. 4 ND mow wutObjedtion can they. 
make againſt this fo wereflary a Cantion, \ 'whirh- bs 
founded upon ſuch. Morives, as fbould wethinks in- 
failibly prevail upon all forts of rempers? If they 


2ave 
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have any fexfe of Fear, here are theſe Terrors of the 
Lord, which are amazing enough to ſet even 4, Bel- 
ſhazzar (tbough with the Cup at bis Mouth, his Con- 
cubines by his [ide) a trembling. Certainly be muſt 
not be only frozen but petrified it defperate impiety, 
whom even a glimpſe of thoſe eternal flames will nos 
be able to diſſobve. « 
5. BUT if Fear ( though of God ) be tro dege- 
xerets 4 Paſſion for a Gentleman to awn, this advice 
can upen 4s good grounds adarefi it ſelf to theiv- 
Hope : there is as well. the Joy of the Lord for the 
Faithful, 4 the outer Darknels- for the unprofi- 
table Servant. For though God have Right of a6- 
ſolute Dominion, and might exatt obedience on his 
bare cammand ; yet he is more pleaſed to ſbew him- 
ſelf « Benefattor than « Lord, and therefore de- 
ſcendsta treat with wen by the more gentle and invi- 
ting methods of Promiſes and Rewards, Nay in- 
deed theend of his Commands is only to make ys c4- 
pable Subjeits of thoſe Eternal Felicities he defires 
tobeflow. And this ſurely is enough to excite men to 
4 aligent negotiating with thoſe Talents they have 
recetved, fine it is indeed themſelves they are tra- 
ding for. The ftock it is true is Gods, but all the in- 
creaſe of it will by his bounty certainly devolue on 
them. ÞAnd therefire as Naaman's Servants 
thought the cure he was in purſuit of, deſerved -& 
ſubmiſſion to the ſevereſt Preſcriptions, Tithe Pror 
phet had bid thee doaſome great thing, wouldft 
thou nothavedone it? 2 Kinzgs 5.3. So ſurely 
we my conclude thoſe _—_ Foys propoſed by God, 
= + rp 
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= "are cheaply earned even by the molt exhauſting Ly- | 


bonrs, the moſt vigorous Tasks. 


« 


6; BUT ſuch is.,the tendernefi ana Indulgence 
of our gracious Maſter, ſo-earneſthis deſire of his aif- 
penſing his Rewards that he will not truſt mens ſloth 
and "Ply with ſuch a- pretence of defeating them- 
felves; and therefore hath annexed no ſuch Gondt- 
tion, We have ſeen, through all the ſeveral parts of 
Duty, which conſtitute the Gentleman's Calling, 
that they are of a quite diſtant frame, not Toils but 
Refreſhments, not Yokes but Crowns, ſuch as differ 
only tn ſize from thoſe Celeſtial ones to which they 
tend ;. ſo that here is bait even to the greateſt Volup- 
tuary.” And who that obſerves how many ſuch there 
be, would expe this Fruit of Paradiſe ſbould ſtill 
bang untouched? . Tet ſuch a prepoſterous Temperance 
bave they put on, that they are proof againſt all theſe 
allurements, Gaod God ! what. contradittons are 
| menmade up of ! It is the buſineſs of their lives to 
purſue pleaſures, and yet when theſe of the =y refs- 
. ned and exquiſite ſort would run into their embraces, 
' they grow coy, and cannat be courted to recerve them. 
We daily ſee che Devil hath his Martyrs : . it = 
he hath his Aſceticks too,” ' {nd fo witty is the World 
grown in creating fins, that they-have found out ain 
of ſelf denial. Would God iheſe abſurd Mortifiers 
might be perſwaded to remit ſomewhat of their ſeve* 
rity, The moſt rigid Orders: in' Religion have ſtill 
indulged ſome relaxation, ſome times of Feſttuity : 
why ſhould Satan.s Votaries be ſo much more: Fealous 
_ than Goa, v1 45.t0 make their. abſtinences ſo perpetu- 
al? | 7's : TH Ong 1H M6 Ef ; 7, IT 
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-7. IT ſpeaks indeed the Cruelty of that «Maſter 
they ſerve, but ſo it does his Policy alſo. He well 
knows that if theſe Divine Lights ſhould but inſinu- 
ate themſetves.they 'would ſoon undermine his whole 
Foundation: fo raviſhing and attrattive are they, 
that nothing but a perfett Ignorance of them canbe 
Amulet ſufficient fey emer Charms. And there- 


fore it is his neceſſary concern to keep men from ever 
taſting of them,the leaſt-reliſh whereof would be ſare 
to make them deſpiſe all his adalterated Delicactes. 
Sowe ſee he can give ſome rational account of his 


part of the matter. But what can-Men ſay for them 


ſebves, who play his Game for him, even when their 


"own Souls are at the ftakt,that at onte renounce that 
Eternal nat; and Preſent pleafurs ? This: is ih- 
deed in David's Phraſe," 2 Sam. 3. 33. todieas'n 
'Fool dieth. 'Their hands are not bound, nor their 
feet put into _ 5 no extrinſick hindrance lies ou 
them, why t oy not ſtretch forth their Hand to 
this Tree of life, and eat and live happily here, 
and gloriouſly for ever. ' ' And yet like Solomon's 
'fluggard they hide their hands in their boſom, and 
will not ſo much as bring themto their mouths, 
P16; 39g;24.0 51095 975% WSN 
8. THIS. is ſo tupid a Folly, "as none that pre- 


* ' ends to common ſence, would in any world ly concern- 


ment be guilty of, Will any man renounce a rich un- 


chargeable Reverſion, when he is not only woved, but 
bribed by a conſiderable Sum in hand not to diſclaim 
"tt? Fear there'are few ſo mortified'to Wealth, 
4 fo a0 it upon the ſcore of Self-dtnial; and” ſure xo 
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would be thought in hiswits, that ſbould ds it 
wpon any other.  For\ what jealouſies foever he had 
entertained of the Security, or Value of that future 
Eſtate, yet the preſent viſible profit would deſerue his 


2 anfſerein, There is. but one circumſtance imagi- 


eble, that could reaſonably avert him, and that is 
the ſuſpicion of Deceit, that the Coin which is offer- 
ed hin: is falſe and adulterate, And that I may not 
be nnaex a neceſſity of pronouncing ſo many men mad, 
Iball ſuppoſe i not unlikely, thas this ſeraple Macy 6 
ear \#o them in the preſent Ge They have ſo long 
brought all their Bullion to Setax's Mint, Jafferes 
bins to ſtamp their Pleaſures; that none will now 
pafi for current with them, which has not his Im- 
prefi: and _ this account tis too probable they 
may diftruſt the validity of the preſent Fayment, aiſ- 
believe the pleaſanineſs of theſe Duties I have: here 
recommended to their Enjoyment, as well as Pra- 
Fice, Nor ſoul I defare #0 zrpoſe on their belief, 
but ſhall very willmgly wape their Faith, and appeal 


to cheir Senſe. But then they muſt remember, that 


that is ancepeble of judging by any ather means but 
Experience : don are if oll that bas beep ad- 
dreft to their Reaſon be ineffeiFual, that remains 


as the laſt reſerve for their convincement, Let eve- 


4 one of them ſeriouſly 4nd . conſeientionſly ſet 
= the Practice, end tow enly for ſo munch of 
difficulty, as naturally attends the interrupting 4 


contrary Guſteme) aud then let hin f he can, doubt 
F4 


of \the, Pleaſure, | Jet him allow. himſelf but this 
one Mediumte inffr it, and ſrall defic his difſent 
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to the Condlufion. - Let him ſow with me this 
handfill of Seed jn the Tears of true Contrition for 
remembring his Duty and Intereſts ſo late, and 1 
ſpall reft confident he will reap jn nk in this World, 
"and carry the news of it to another, even thither 
alſo bring his ſheaves with him, ——_ of 
Fruit to his account, be bleſt here, crown'd 
eternally. 
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j DLUSIR Shank, I thy wretched 
og fur and — bar wick Servant; do 
here proſtrate m at thy Feet,” Immbly ac- 
knowledping then T'have' moſt ova, 
molt treacheroufly - miſFinp thoſe many 
precious: Talents wherewnh thou haſt mtruſt- 
ed me. Ihave, O Lord, .onworthily abuſed 
thoſe common Mercies 'which thou haſt afford- 
ed me/as'a Man, and: a Chriſtian, my whole 
life having been a contmued reliftance tothe 
Dictares both of Reuſon 'and' Religion: Bux 
Thave yet farther perverted thoſe more ſpecial 
Liberalitiesef thine, whereby thou haft ata 
to vanquiſh and melt an-ungrateful heart: 


— e hath had no'inftoence on avyiChot- 
ces, but I have obſtinately pg rhale ways, 


rt ene - 
und 'by advancing try Sins from Ignorances to 
lable 'to'the greater mamber of ſtripes. -: Thar 
Wealth whereby 1 ſhould have ed Th 

and ſucovuced' my-- Brethevn,. 1  actenits 
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into fuel to maintain and accend my Covetouſ- 
nefs, Pride and Luxury, fo levying War a- ' 
pairiſt thee” with thine. own, Treaſure.” Thas 
faithful, *O , Lord, - have 1 been ia. the n- 
righteous Mammon; and who then ſhall com- 
mit to my truſt the true Riches? TI have waſt- 
ed that Time thou -haftgiven me, to work out 
my own Salvation, vainly and impertinently, 
nay often ſo viciouſly and umpiouſly, that Idle- 
els, (though 4 Cryug diniot Sodom hath been 
the lilentett of my-guilts, the greater portion 
of my: Days:having: been devoted:either to the 
purſuit:or! enjoyment: of 'my brutiſh Pleaſures, 
fo making it my buſineſs to provide -forithe Fleſh 
- £0 fulfil the Luſts thereof ;-- and. of ; thoſe ma- 
ny Days afd:Years thou haſt afforded! me, how 
few munutes:are thefe.of which Ican give any 
tolerable: account'to' Theey--or 'my..own, Soul ? 
Nay, O-:Lord, as if: my; ſingle and.perfonal 
Impieties: had--been. -too.Jittle,. I have-propa- 
gated them''to Others,-and have made that Au- 
thority-and: Eſteem, which thou. gaveſt me for 
better; purpoſes , - the.; means. of :enſnaring / all 
 whom-my Intereſt: or:;Example - could. ſeduce, 
Andinow;::0 Lord, how. own. aftoniſhing 
a weight of gailt do I: lie: under,. that. am to 


- anſwer foro many Sins; of |Qther. men, ;/as 


well as-my. ſelf, .that have thus beenia.Snare on. 
 Mizpah,:and a Net: ſpread .on Mount. Taber, 
the Inſtrument of -entangling and! ; betraying 
fo many Souls? , O !merciful-. Lord,.. who de- 
lghtefi-pot in the death of a ſinner, look with - 
' ; | pity 
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and if it be-thy bleſſed will, m 


pity-both on them,/ and. me; Give me a ſincere _ | 
earneſt: Repentance, for my own offences, © 7 
ake me ſome way _ 


inftrumentalto;the begetting the like in them; - F 


that I: may' be as contriburive to their Recoyery, 


as I have been to their Fall: And let the 


ouſhels of my great Sloth, and Unfaithfulneſs in 


conſci- 


all the parts of my Stewardſhip, excite me to a 
more diligent and” induſtrious improvement of 
all thoſe advantages, thou haſt put into my 
hands, for thy glory,. the benefit of,my Bre- 
thren, and-the eternal joy; of my own Soul. 
Grant this, O gracious Lord, for his fake -who 
came to Call ſinners to Repentance, Jefus Chriſt 


our Lord. 
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> not only giver me a*Natural,”" arid i capaciry'7 
[*=of a Spiritual - life, byt haſt alſq-enriched': me: 
{2 with many advantages for'the-conifortble ſup- 
| ”po6rtof the, one, and the happy improvement of : 
£= the other, above whar thou affordeſt to: mul- 
| titudes of "others; - Thouthiſt iberally given 
- - me of the Dew of Heaven, and'fatneſs of the 
-- Earth, an affurance'of all thoſe good things: 
=z which may both oblige and affift me chearful-: 
ty to ferve Thee. ' O let not my Heart hke- 
E >Gzacon's Fleece remain dry, - whileſtall about 
E: it 15 thus plentifully 'warered from' Heaven; : 
- ; but give me, I beſeech* thee, ſuch a ſenſe of 
thy Mercy, as may. expreſs itſelf in a con- 
fant and zealous Obedience. Thou haft done 
ſo much for this meaneſt Plant in thy Vine- 
yard, dreſt it and fenced it about with Thy 
Grace and Providence; and having built a 
Wine-preſs, mayeſt_ moſt: .reaſonably expe& 
ſome Cluſters to be brought to it at the Vin- 
| tage. © let not ſo gracious, ſo equitable a 
demand. be: fruſtrated, when,. thou lookeſt it 

- thould/bring forth Grapes, lerit por þrifig forth 
' wald Grapes; ket notthoſe*Advantapeaul enjoy 

| Bord 

ember 


above others, tempt; ie to exalt my ſelf 
fe hos Os pale ng ae ty renbes 
thar it js. Thou only that makeft tne differ from 
another... . Lord, let thy. Methods pi my-D6- 
euments, thy, Dilpenfacions. of, TndnſSence-r6- 
wands, me; the Edageete "ai Pat nds of the 
cloloſt, and moſt 1fvi Mable 'Pury, *that-rhat 
WT . Eminency. 
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' me.in this:world, - may! be am &ffectual Admoni- 5 Þ 
;110n.-t0-Mmenotbe eminent-in\Vertue,: that Men -Mf 
rteaang my: gobd Works, ! may glorite:Theemy 


-Hedvenly:Father,: chrough. Jeſus Ghriſt:our Lord þþ 
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tix] Judge, who: defpiſeſt; nor ' rhe 
N mean, nor accepteſt the perſons of the 
. Mighty, Make me always to remember and feri- 
;outly.ito conſider, . that norie of thoſe outward 
*Privgedges I:enjoy among men, can exempt me 
from thy ſevere Tribunal,” but that I ſhall one 
-day be brought to. Judgment, as for all that 1 
:have done inthe! fleth, - ſo particularly-for thoſe 
ſpecial. and peculiar Advantages, whereby thou 
-haſt diſcruminated me from my meaner Bre- 
'thren:: And oh let theſe Terrors of the Lord 
timely perſwade,' yea conſtrain me to! a.chear- 
ful 1mploying; of: all T have received, ' to/thoſe 
ends for which thou haſt beſtowed them. © Lord 
-grant that the: Knowledge thou haſt given me 
may have fuch_ an efficacy on my Pradtice, 
'that it may always guide, ' never upbraid me. 
Z | M 3 And 
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And as thou haſt opened thy hand wide to me 
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precious Time thou-lendeſt me :here, as may 


WE 


I-temporal plenty, [ſo enlarge my | heart: in 
2 Thatkfulneſs Sack hee; _ in-Compaſhon 
* -and Bounty toward thy poor Members: 'Lam 
| _ .* not ſtraitned by thee, ' Q let-me not be. ſtrait- 
.. ned in my own bowels; let neither Covetoul- 

neſs nor Riot make me poor in the midſt of 


Riches, ' but grant me that true S—_ 
which Conſiſts in a Charitable diſpenſing of 
them, that forſaking all the unſatisfying nau- 
ſeated pleaſures of Lmxury,. I may purchaſe ta 


' my ſelf that more ſolid tranſcending delight of 


ſuccouring the diftreſſes of my fellow-Chriſti- 


ans..* Lord, ſuffer /not my wealth: tobe gnly 


a lading with thick .Clay, nor the Ruſt of-3t 
to bear witneſs againſt me,' but [rather make 
me of the number. of thoſe that need relief, 


than of thoſe who want hearts to giveit. And 


ſince: in 'thy gracious Providence thou | haſt 
placed me in a condition of eaſe -and vacancy, 
O let me not pervert it into a life of Idleneſs 
and Senfuality, let me not be leſs, but better 
buſted than other men. . ©. never ſuffer me to 
1ncur the guilt of reproach of being more re- 
miſs or indifferent in 'my entercourſe- with 
Thee, . than others are of their : traffique with 
the World, of having leſs care of my own and 
other mens immortal Souls, than they have of 
their corruptible 'bodies; but make me fo: 1n- 
duſtrioufly ro husband every. minute of that 


be 


Be 08 
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from me, as may nouriſh all Chriſtian Practice 


among them; - And, Lord, grant that my Ex-' 


ample may be ſuch to all, that I never prove to 
any an occaſion of whepen. Let me never con- 
tribute to that power a 


r 
celsful ſoever; Let me think nothing Honour 


able, but what bears thy-ftamp andimpreſs on”. 


it, but engage, and animate, and inflame my 


benumm'd breaſt,to the moſt eager and vigorous - + 


endeavour of recovering diſcountenanc'd Ver- 


tue to ſome eſteem and reputation among men. + 


And, O Lord, grant that by an affiduous Pra- 
ice of all Duty, .I may. arrive. to ſuch a guſt 
and reliſh of it, as fnay utterly ſupplant any 
ſenſual delights in my own heart, and may al 
ſo qualifie me experimentally to aſſure others 
how ſweet the Lord is, that I may be an effe- 
cual (though unworthy ) Taftrument in thy 
hand of drawing many to the Obedience of 
Chriſt, and that renouncing all the vaia tor- 
turing Ambitions of this World, I may aſpire 
to no other honour but that of being approved: 


nd empire which Vice. 
has gotten in the world, but with a ſteady cou-, 
age oppoſe all Impiety, how cuſtomary or ſuc- - 
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bein order-to/a bleſfed Eternity: both ; of my: 
Jelf, and as-many more as thou ſhalt, put wigh-- 
_.in hy reach; + O let. not, any perſons-ever tave”.” 


Fe '£ 


7 
"V3 <Y 
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.caule to! accuſe theiri relation to me, for be © + 
-traying then :to Sin here,-or Miſery /hereafter3 77. | 
but grant that all that are under.my care or IB: : | 
power, may receive ſuch wholſome influence © 
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Theeas 2good and faithful Servant ; that by 

2# thy merey/ having my infirmitiescovered, . and 
£2 my incerity accepted,-\Þ may' at laftibe admit- 
ted into the Joy' Joy omy Lord, chrough- the me- 
 rits of Jeſus'Chrift "my" bleſſed. Supooe and Me- 
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